Burleson, Gordon (1960)

The family is sad to share that Gordon passed away at Kiwanis
Pavilion after living with vascular dementia and related health
problems for a number of years. Born in Regina, Saskatchewan to
Doyle and Iris (Harrison) Burleson, Gordon spent his early years in
Victoria attending Central Middle School and Victoria High School
before attending the University of Victoria, where he pursued
studies in mathematics and physics before earning a professional
certificate in education. While in university, Gordon was a member
of the Army Reserves, achieving the rank of Lieutenant with the
Royal Canadian Electrical Mechanical Engineers.

In 1965, Gordon met Wilhelmina (Willi) Lok on a blind date and the two were married in 1966.
Gordon began his teaching career at Lansdowne Junior High School, and soon after took the bold
step of moving to Port McNeill in 1967 to teach at the newly-built North Island Secondary School.
While Gordon and Willi planned to stay for only two years, they remained for over 30 years, with
Gordon assuming teaching and administrative roles as well as being involved in many aspects of
community life on northern Vancouver Island.

In the early 2000s, Gordon and Willi relocated to a family property in Metchosin where they
enjoyed an ocean view and rural living, spending time gardening together between enjoying travels
to the Maritimes, Hawaii, and the Netherlands.

Gordon was known for his many interests and activities, including Amateur Radio - call sign VE7
BAV - and choral music, playing organ and piano at St. John Gualbert Anglican-United Church in
Port McNeill and at St. Mary's of the Incarnation in Metchosin. He was granted a lifetime
membership at the Port McNeill branch of the Royal Canadian Legion for his many years of service
in various roles.

However, Gordon will be best known for his influence and impact as a knowledgeable and
inspirational mathematics and physics teacher, able to connect with all levels of ability and
motivation over several generations of students.

Gordon is predeceased by his parents, and in 2020 by his wife Wilhelmina. He is survived by his
daughter Deborah (Don), son Ron (Wendy) and grandchildren Daniel and Hailey. C



