
SMALL, Gary James (1957) 

 
March 18, 1939 - January 11, 2025 
 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing 
of Gary Small. He left this world peacefully after a 
lengthy struggle with Parkinson's Disease. 
Predeceased by his wife of 60 years Cathy Small and 
his brother Brian Small. Gary is survived by his three 
children, John Small (Sharon), Colleen Bell (Jim) and 
Michael Small (Esther) and his six grandchildren, 
Logan, Kieran, Dylan, Emily, Shannon and Michelle. 
He is also survived by his siblings Roy Small, Carol 
Mobberley (Pat) and Lynn Rebner as well as 
numerous nieces, nephews, in-laws and close 

friends. 
 
Gary started working at the Times Colonist at a young age as a printer (typesetter). He later left and 
became a baker at his shop in Vic West for fourteen years. Gary also spent a few seasons as a 
commercial fisherman around the northern Island. He returned fo the Times Colonist in his forties 
where he worked again as a typesetter. Later he transferred departments where he became a 
display salesman until his retirement at sixty. 
 
Gary grew up near Ross Bay and loved to fish in the bay with his brothers. He also found his passion 
for golf at a young age and carried it throughout his life. He was a proud member of the Gorge Vale 
Golf Club for many years. Upon retirement, Gary and Cathy fulfilled their dream of travelling, sold 
their home and bought a truck and RV. They spent many years travelling south to their spot at RCB 
in Indio, California and sometimes travelled to Bucerias, Mexico. They also took a few trips up to 
Cathy's home in the Yukon visiting family and friends plus a trip up to Alaska. Family was everything 
to Gary and Cathy and they loved their children and grandchildren very much. You never went out 
the door without Dad slipping some money or a gift in your hand. We will miss his warm smile, 
sense of humour and cheery outlook on life. 
Rest in Peace Dad and Grandad 
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