
 

Bernice Maralyn (nee Richards) Becker (1951) 

Maralyn was born January 20, 1933, in Victoria, British 

Columbia, Canada, passed peacefully following a brief 

illness on October 20, 2023, surrounded by her loving 

family. 

Raised by Percy and Hilda Richards, both Canadians who 

lived and worked internationally before raising their 

family in Victoria, BC, Bernice – whom everyone called 

Maralyn – developed a lifelong love of adventure, travel, 

and learning. At the age of 25, after having graduated 

from the University of Victoria, she embarked on a solo 

trip around the world and went on to visit many 

countries and all seven continents during her lifetime. 

She particularly enjoyed trips to South America, 

Australia, and Europe as well as more remote locales 

such as Antarctica and the Galapagos Islands. Despite all 

of her travels, she always considered Victoria her home. 

Following her global trip, Maralyn settled in the 

Philadelphia area to earn a master’s degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work, where 

she met her late ex-husband, Sol Aaron Becker. The two went on to live in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, and 

have four children who became the pride and joy of Maralyn’s life. She worked as a school social worker 
advocating for students with special needs, retiring from the Black Horse Pike Regional School District. 

In retirement, Maralyn and her companion of over 35 years, Marshall Sass of Austin, Texas, continued 

traveling and dancing. She was an avid reader, a longtime fan of Willie Nelson, and loved nothing more 

than to spend time with her children and grandchildren, hearing the stories of their own adventures. 

Her favorite activity in her later years was watching Phillies, Eagles, and Sixers games with family every 

chance she got. 

Maralyn is predeceased by her parents and older siblings, Desmond Richards and Barbara Paine. She is 

survived by her children Jennifer (Carl) DeCurtis, David (Noel) Becker, William (Anna) Becker and Robert 

(Karen) Becker, as well as her eight treasured grandchildren, Matthew (Maggie), Kaeleigh (Tim), Linsey, 

Daniel, Samuel, Lukas, Maxwell, and Makayla, her first great-grandchild, Frankie Joy, and her partner, 

Marshall. 

 


