
David C. BURGAR (Teaching Staff) 

It is with great sorrow that we announce the death of David Burgar on Wednesday, July 14, 2004 at the 

age of 53. David is survived by his beloved wife Sheila and daughters Julie (Chris) and Joanna (Greg), as 

well brothers Jack, Bill, and Ken, and sister Cecile.  

He will be greatly missed by his family and friends and staff and students at Victoria High School. David 

was born at home just after a blizzard in Pickering Township, Ontario, on January 30, 1951. He was 3 

when his family moved to Whalley, B.C. where David grew up.  

He attended UBC where he met and fell madly in love with Sheila. They were married a short 6 months 

later and lived in Vancouver and Surrey. In 1975 they moved to Fraser Lake, B.C. During their 14 years 

there, their daughters were born, and David taught shop at Fraser Lake Elementary Secondary School for 

6 years, then bought and ran Fraser Lake Building Supplies for 7 years. He made many long-term friends 

in Fraser Lake and enjoyed everything about living in that small town except shoveling snow.  

In 1989 the family moved to Victoria where David taught school at Belmont, Shoreline, and Victoria High 

Schools for 15 years. He also earned his M. Ed during this time. David also worked with the Canadian 

Home Builders Association to provide students with work experience in carpentry.  

David was a man of many interests and enthusiasms. He renovated every house he lived in, he drove 

everything from motorcycles to school buses, airplanes and sailboats. His students some of whom still 

are not sure if his middle name is Cheese appreciated the respect he showed them in and out of the 

classroom. He always said he didn't teach school; he taught kids. His famous fridge sales and free coffee 

ensured that many students always had a welcoming place to hang out.  

He was an avid reader; he also enjoyed biking on the Galloping Goose, going to tool sales anywhere, and 

working out at the gym. Above all, David loved his family. He was a devoted husband and delighted in 

his daughters. We were all thrilled that he was able to walk his daughter Julie down the aisle last 

February when she married Chris. He was proud to help Joanna buy and renovate her first home when 

she was only 19. His last involvement with renovations was discussing floor and lino instructions with 

Greg three days before he died.  

David will be remembered for his generous spirit, his unique sense of humour, his willingness to lend a 

hand, and his entrepreneurial skills and great ability as a handyman. He was an evolving and ever-

changing man, unpredictable and often charming. 

On July 14, David died at home, as he was born at home, rounding out a life which was much too short 

but fully lived and enjoyed. He battled Crohns disease for years but it was a rare form of cancer, 

contracted as teenager working in an asbestos mill, which took his life. For the last 7 months he showed 

remarkable strength, grace, and courage.  
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