
Boyd COOPER (1953) 

A pilot from the first to the last, 

with 30 years of dentistry 

sandwiched in between, Boyd 

passed away from colon cancer 

on June 17th, 2023. 

 

Born in Minnedosa, Manitoba, 

Boyd lived most of his life on 

Vancouver Island. From an 

early age, he was fascinated 

with all things aviation. He 

obtained his pilots license at 

the age of 18 and launched his 

career flying as a bush pilot for float plane companies up and down the BC coast, delivering supplies to 

remote forestry camps in the early 1950s - a time of swashbuckling flying that suited his general lack of 

interest in following the rules to a tee. He eventually moved on to work for Wardair, flying freight in the 

arctic to support the construction of the D.E.W line, and Canadian Pacific Airlines flying the Lima to 

Buenos Aires leg of the Vancouver to Argentina route. 

 

In the early 1960s, discouraged by the lack of stable employment and needing to support his young 

family, he went to university and embarked on his second career as a dentist in 1969. Though he would 

practice dentistry for over 30 years, he never truly left flying behind. Summers, during the university 

years, he worked for Conair Aviation to spray spruce budworm and firebomb. Dentistry couldn't 

compete with the thrill of flying and Boyd continued firebombing each summer well into the 1990s. He 

was a keen private pilot owning several small planes over the years, the last of which saw many years of 

service travelling to and from the small, curved grass runway on Hudson Island. 

 

A man of many talents and complexities, he could turn his hand to just about anything he set out to do - 

carpentry, mechanics, invention and improvisation. He loved movies, Flashman and Robert Frost. He 

married twice and is survived by 5 children of whom he was enormously proud: Andrew Cooper (Indra) 

and daughter Tara (Luke); Adrienne Hall and sons Tyler (Lauren) and Ryan (Deanna/Hans); Sheila 

Beauchemin (Chris) and daughters Zoe and Lucy; Nicholas Cooper; Ian Cooper (Andrea) son Jamie and 

daughter Ava. 

 

The family thanks the team at the Amica Beechwood Village in Sidney for their kindness and their care; 

and the care providers at the Saanich Peninsula Hospital for their dedication to making Boyd's last days 

peaceful. There will be private family memorial service only. 
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