
RONALD BLASNER (Teaching staff) 

October 22, 1932 - April 29, 2023 

 

It is with saddened hearts we say goodbye to an amazing 

man who lived life to the fullest. Ron was born on October 

22, 1932, to Walter and Ellen Blasner in Ponoka, AB, the 

third of 6 children. Besides his parents, Ron was 

predeceased by four brothers, Siegfried, Bill, Ray and 

Gordon and one sister, Rita, also Mickey, the mother of 

Stuart and Shelley. Ron is survived by his soulmate and 

wife, Ruth, and five beloved children, Stuart Blasner 

(Julianna), Shelley Levin (Lloyd), Mark Abrahamson (Tanya), 

Lynn Brown (James) and Scott Abrahamson (Lisa). He also 

dearly loved his grandchildren, and great-grandchildren: 

Jordan, Justin, Greg, Michelle, Cory, Ben, Kaelyn, Kai, Ava, 

Hayley, Bentley and Hendrik. 

 

Ron completed school in Ponoka and after a few years working in the oil industry, he attended the 

University of Alberta to pursue his much-loved career of teaching. Ron taught briefly in Edmonton and 

Mill Bay before moving to Victoria where he completed his master's degree at Western Washington 

University while teaching Math and Science at Victoria High School. Ron retired from teaching in 1991 

but for 30 more years he tutored students in mathematics and physics, helping many struggling students 

on their way. 

 

Ron was a man of boundless energy until myelodysplasia (MDS) challenged him, but he still played on - 

skiing and snowboarding to age 87, playing hockey and golf to age 90. In his spare time he loved 

woodworking in his shop, always with a warm fire, a good book and a chair nearby. He was a 75-year 

long golfer and a member of Gorge Vale for more than 42 years. Ron had a voracious appetite for 

knowledge, reading the weekly Economist from cover to cover, watching documentaries and reading, 

usually 4 or 5 books at a time. A dictionary and atlas were never far away. 

 

Ron and Ruth enjoyed many memorable trips to Europe, the US and Mexico, highlighted by tours of 

western world capital cities. Touring with Ron was a history lesson every day and no museum visit was 

brief. It takes time to read all the information! He was a marvelous travelling companion and especially 

loved Mexico City, Italy, Greece, and Turkey. He satisfied his love of data by recording his daily Fitbit 

readings in his nightly journal entries. 
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