COME GIVE
A CHEER!
One Hundred Years of Victoria High School
1876-1976

Ina young society like Western
Canada, it is a signal event when
any institution completes 100
years of continuous history.
Founded in 1876, Victoria High
School was not merely British
Columbia’s first secondary
school: it can claim to be the
oldest Canadian public high
school west of the Great Lakes.
COME GIVE A CHEER! isa
book designed to celebrate this
century in the life ofa great old
school. Though the book is a
carefully researched account of
Victoria High School’s origins
and development, it is not

primarily an academic history.
The emphasis is on the school’s
social values and attitudes, its

colourful personalities over the
years, and its close interaction
with the community which it has
served.
A wealth of historic
photographs and verbal

flashbacks offer a nostalgic,
evocative picture ofa
representative Canadian
institution. As a result, COME

GIVEA CHEER! will appeal to
a wider audience than the 30,000

graduates of Victoria High.

The author of Victoria High
School’s centennial history is Dr.
Peter Lawson Smith, who was

born in Victoria’s Foul Bay

district on March 31, 1933. His
mother, the former Alice Corry,
was a Vic High graduate who
came back to teach at the school;
his father, the late Henry Lawson
(“Harry”) Smith, was on the VHS

staff from 1914 to 1955, and wasa
popular principal for 21 years
from 1934 to 1955. A student at

Victoria High from 1945 to 1949,
Peter Smith was the editor of the
Camosun during his graduating
year, and was the leading student
in British Columbia for 1949.
After two years at Victoria
College, he completed a B.A.
degree at UBC, and then went on

to Yale for doctoral studies in

classics. He taught at Yale and
Carleton Universty in Ottawa,
before responding to the
Victorian’s innate homing
instinct. He is now Dean of Fine
Arts and Professor of Classics at
the University of Victoria, an

institution whose early history is
interwoven with that of Victoria
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FOREWORD

The character of Victoria High School, or any similar institution for that matter, is the result ofa combination of influences: the principals, the staff, the
students, the actual building housing it, the community, and the society in which it develops, all mixed
and mellowed through the years. It is not a static
thing, but ever changing, though slowly, as new
individuals and conditions impose their stamp.
Hundreds of staff members have influenced
thousands of students in the past 100 years at Victoria High. The students, in turn, have had an
influence on the staff, and later on our society. No
one has left the School without having been
changed.
It is perhaps invidious to single out any individual, but mention should be made of H. L. Smith,

representative of those who have served the school,
and through it, our society. He served longer than
most, 41 years; but a host of others have, and continue, to serve with distinction.

It is fitting that his son, Dr. Peter Smith, Dean of

Fine Arts at the University of Victoria, and a former
honours graduate of Vic High, should be the author
of this fine history.
Through pictures and text, this volume attempts
not only to tell the story of the School, but to capture its character, and the people and events shaping it through its first century.
On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of Vic
High, H. L. Smith, then Principal, referred to those
who had gone before, students, staff, school officials

and citizens, in terms equally apt in this 100th anniversary

year:

Tangible evidence of their contribution is obvious
in the splendid facilities provided for our benefit
and those who follow us. The vision, scholarship,
integrity and kindly sympathy of our predecessors
also continue in the traditions established as our
way of life, a monument more lasting and abiding
than their memorials so apparent in brick and

stone.

—
L. J. Wallace,
General Chairman,

Victoria High School
Centennial Celebrations Committee
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Come give a cheer for Victoria High:
We never falter, we never die.
Raise our colours, black and gold,
And cheer for our team so brave and bold.
If anyone should question us why,
We give a cheer and then we reply
That we are twelve hundred strong,
And this is our fighting song.
RAH!

RAH!

RAH!

i

In the late 1930's, these lyrics were set to the familiar tune of the Notre Dame Fight Song. With a
couple of minor changes in wording. the song is still
in use. (It is not to be confused with that old rugby
classic, “We never falter, we never fall; we sober up
on wood alcohol... .”)

INTRO DUCTION
GOOD OLD VIC HIGH

Opposite: The VHS staff for 1971/72. Front row L-R:
Helen Ruckle, Jennie Donaldson, Marnie Coburn, Joy
Storkey (secretary), M. Briggs, G. Skinner (secretary), Reg
Reid (vice-principal), Duncan Lorimer (principal), Lor-

raine Hayton and Jill Trim (secretaries), Muriel Fraser, P.
Bertles (nurse),

Muriel Andrews,

Beverley Westman.

Second row:

L. Brazier (cafeteria),

W. McFetridge (custo-

dian), Joe Andrews, Bert Farr, Sheila Harris, Bea Sutton,

B. Salm, Elizabeth deVilliers, Faith
Hunt, Linda Noble, Margaret Cox,
Pearce (library), Barbara Armstrong,

Reimer, Leonore
Jean Burgis, D.
Margaret

Martin,

Ralph Fell, Tom Mayne, John Crawford, George Stark,

Alf Foxgord. Third row: John Hopper, Ron Wickstrom,

Joe Baur, Lawrence Owen, Charlie Trotter, Michael Hemming, Bruce Chan, Ross Regan, Bernard McCarron, Bill
Roberts, Peter Gammon. Fourth row: Ernest Berryman,
Bill Ashwell,

Armando

Paone,

Martin

Lund, John

Per-

amaki, George Andrews, Jacob Kreiser, Harry Runer, Cec
Nesmith, Ed Bryans, Harold Larson. Posts and back row:
Alf Podovinikoff, Robert McTavish, George Sinclair, John
Murray, Fred Packford, Barry Camp, Ron Blasner, Joe
Chell, Doug Clark, Henry Pluym, Tillman Briggs, Keith
Sutcliffe, Ash Valdal.
xiv

GOOD
People

OLD

everywhere

VIC HIGH
are

convinced

that

the

high

school they attended was unique and special. They
are all absolutely right. of course:
a school is a
dynamic human institution, its character defined by

the values and personalities of all who live and work
within it, and by the haunting memory of all who
have come and gone. Even in systems that inflict a
deadening sameness of form and substance, the

individual school is bound to have an identity of its
own. The uniqueness of each and every school is an
axiom of nature, proof even against faceless architectural monotony or drab pedagogical uniformity.
Graduates of Victoria High School may be forgiven for thinking that their old school is just a little

more special than all the rest. Historically, at least,
they have a claim: in the spring of 1976, this school

will be celebrating its 100th anniversary, thus reaching a venerable age that sets it apart as the oldest
public high school in the western provinces of Canada. And age is not the only mark of distinction. It is
a school that has enjoyed

not one, but four note-

worthy buildings in its century of growth, the last a
splendid and distinctive pile that has stood for 62
years on the corner of Fernwood and Grant. It is a
school that has seen a noble succession of 18 principals and some 450 teachers (a colourful cast of char-

acters, remarkable both for dedication and for
angular eccentricity). It is a school that has provided
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an excellent education to perhaps as many as 30,000

students over a hundred years. One may wonder in
all seriousness if any province in Canada has been
so profoundly influenced by a single secondary
school as British Columbia has been affected by
Victoria High.
In its century of growth, Victoria High School has
seen its geographical boundaries gradually contract, in logical and systematic stages. For eight
years, until the creation of New Westminster High
in 1884, it was the Province’s only secondary school;
indeed it continued to predominate in size for some
years after the establishment of other schools in
Nanaimo

(1886) and Vancouver

(1890). Then,

in

the early twentieth century, VHS had to be content

with a less exclusive status as the only high school
on southern Vancouver Island. Gradually, as Victoria grew, it was not even alone in the city: first
came Esquimalt (1915), then Oak Bay (1916),
Mount Douglas (1931), Mount View (1932), and

Reynolds (1967). By the end of its first 100 years,
Victoria High was merely one of over 150 schools in
the Province of British Columbia offering programs
to university entrance.
This chronology suggests a sad tale of shrinking
status and fading glory. On the contrary, the
school’s quality and its impact on the province
actually increased as its academic constituency was
progressively curtailed. This situation is partly
explained by the fact that its earlier graduates were
becoming more visible and influential — men like
Simon Fraser Tolmie and Byron I. Johnson, both
Premiers of British Columbia. It was also due to the
simple fact that Victoria High developed an
unusual and mysterious formula for success. Academically, culturally, and athletically, it enjoyed
perhaps its finest years in the era after it became
simply one of many large high schools in the province.

Its traditions,

good

and

bad

alike, tended

to

get passed along to younger schools, many of which
were led by VHS alumni. From teachers and principals to superintendents and deputy ministers of
education, the B.C. school system was infiltrated
and dominated by a quiet Vic High mafia.
How can we define the personality of such a
remarkable school? Obviously, there will be no
single or consistent school image over the entire 100
years: as a result either of internal staff changes or
of external social conditions, the whole tone of the

school has occasionally been altered within a threeor five-year period. Still, there are a few basic characteristics that seem to extend through the century,
Xvi

Opposite: Principal J. Duncan Lorimer and Laurie Williams, Prime Minister of the VHS student parliament in
the 1975/76 centennial year.

forming as it were the central core of the Vic High
tradition. These personality traits give a continuity
that has always been stronger than ephemeral shifts
in activity or attitude from one decade to the next.
Victoria High School has been, from the very
start, a free and secular coeducational public
school, accessible to all without regard to sex or
creed or race or wealth or social status. Lifelong
British Columbians do not always realize how
unusual their school system has been, within the
total Canadian academic context. Other provinces
have had their “Protestant” school boards and
“Catholic” school boards, a fundamentally divisive
concept. Some provinces, too, have had traditions
of powerful private schools — the elitist destiny of
all young people (of all boys, at least) whose families could afford the very best. In British Columbia
it has been quite different. There have been a few
good independent schools, it is true; but the early
strength and quality of the public system minimized
the need for private alternatives. For the greater
part of the century, it has been more or less routinely assumed, by an overwhelming majority of the
population, that the best possible education was to
be found in the public high school. As a result, Victoria High School developed as a microcosm of the
total population of Victoria, and it has been a powerful force in integrating and animating the entire

community.
A clever social scientist could develop an historical ethnography of Victoria from the class registers
of Victoria High. The result, one suspects, would
quite shatter the “little bit of Olde England” image
peddled in the tourist brochures. For the first halfcentury, to be sure, the names were predominantly
Anglo-Saxon or Scottish (though even then, as we
learn from other evidence, the students were
strongly Canadian

in accent and attitude). It is in

the period since World War I that we can see the
dramatic surge of other ethnic groups — the Chinese, the Japanese, the East Indian, and large representations from every sector of the European
continent. In recent decades, as Victoria has
acquired a geographical sprawl and a number of
large suburban high schools, the central city has
tended to become even more richly varied in its
racial composition; and VHS has been the beneficiary in gaining a diversified student population
with a broad multicultural heritage.

Although one would never dare to claim that the
school has been free from all racial discrimination,
it does seem to have enjoyed a very healthy and natural climate of tolerance. For example, at a time
when the Chinese were still regarded by many Victorians with suspicion or with arrogant disdain,
Canadian children of Chinese descent were becoming academic and social leaders within Vic High. As
early as 1933 and 1934, brothers Hing and Mun
Hope were academic medalists in successive years;
in the 1960 scholarship exams, Terrence Leung
ranked first in the Province. The names of Howard

Lim and Derek Chu are inscribed on the Leader
Cup for 1958 and 1974. VHS grad Douglas Jung
was the first Chinese-Canadian to be elected to the

federal parliament. In the fascinating story of the
Victoria Chinese community, Victoria High has
played a key role in providing new avenues,
through education, to these exemplary citizens.
Similar observations could be made about other
ethnic groups. An immensely popular student of
East Indian origin, Bhagat Singh (Basi), was elected

Students’ Council president for 1948. Attitudes of
mutual respect and affection spilled over into the
community; and, as it so often happens, the children brought about a subtle evolution in the thinking of their parents.
Victoria High School's record in developing leaders for the community owes a great deal, one suspects, to another distinctive Vic High personality
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trait: there has always been a perennial balance in

xir that the school has usually enjoyed in ample
draughts. Over the decades. the principals and staff
of VHS have wisely realized that a community can
develop only by widespread and enthusiastic partic-

emphasis on academic achievement, cultural and
social activity, and athletic endeavour. Many
schools become known for one area of excellence:
few succeed in keeping a genuine equilibrium. At
Victoria High the top academic students have been
held in high respect by their classmates, without any
of the sneering anti-intellectualism that sometimes
develops among teenagers. School heroes and
heroines have come from every conceivable area of
student life — athletes, scholars, actors, artists,

do a sense of identity and pride and ritual continu-

musicians,

ity.

debaters.

Many

of the typical student

idols cannot be identified by any single label, since
they participated in virtually every aspect of school
activity. This quality in the Vic High ethos leads to
that je ne sais quoi that we call “school spirit,” an eli-

ipation at all levels; and, without ever obscuring the
basic academic priorities, they have encouraged
and supported extra-curricular activities. If sport is
given particular emphasis in this book, that is
because the great teams have always been the main

focal point of student enthusiasm, providing as they
One of the great forces for continuity in the
school’s athletic tradition has been the VHS phenomenon of the family dynasty — huge clans of
brothers and sisters and cousins who have all
excelled in sport, even (in some cases) to the second

and third generations. It feels as though there has
never been a year without a McKeachie at Victoria
High! There is a comforting sense of déja vu in the
roster of the athletic dynasties, a brilliant litany of
family names: Schwengers, Johnson, Erb, Heyland,

Humber,

Leeming,

Wellburn,

Forbes, Skillings,

Webster, Macmurchie, Peden, Chapman, Patrick,
Andrews, Dale, Popham, Ranson, Chungranes,
Kennedy, Ngai, Salmon, Kowalyk, Burgess, Haegert, Valiant, Schroeder, Godfrey. Vic High
obviously breeds its athletes in twos or threes or
fives!
For half a century or more, this has been a huge
and complex school. Yet, for all its size, it has never
been a place of alienation or cold impersonality.
For students at the school, the VHS mystique has
always seemed to offer a protection against possible
isolation or detachment. To an astonishing degree,
VHS graduates are united by a powerful bond of
loyalty and affection — a deep sense of identification with the school. In talking to a broad crosssection while preparing this book, I found it difficult to draw from any former student a hostile or
even critical observation about his or her school
years. That is an amazing tribute. It is all summed
up in the warm glow of emotion that surrounds the
simple and ordinary school names: Victoria High;
VHS, Vic High. (“I went to Vic High too, once, you
know.”) When, some years ago, provincial author-

ities decreed that schools of its type should henceforth be uglified as “senior secondaries,” good old
Vic High stuck to its guns and (alone in the prov-

ince?) kept its name intact.
Can we identify specific factors that have helped
to shape the personality?
xviii

We might think, immediately, of the physical
building and its ambience. Since 1914, Victoria
High has been blessed with a truly remarkable
structure — a “real school,” as visitors from the outside tend to observe. No doubt the progressivists
would decry its four-storey mass, its architectural
symmetry, its general formalism of design. One
must admit that the building has always had an
overpowering (if not terrifying) effect on the sensitive newcomer. But experience suggests that familiarity soon modifies any initial sense of fear; and the
Vic High student then comes to view the structure
as an enormously solid and comfortable friend, a
reassurance of stability and continuity and social
order.
What character the building has! Those of us who
were blessed with the old four-year curriculum
came to know every nook and cranny of the school,

exploring and discovering new delights each year.
Deep

in the sub-basement

there were

dark

and

mysterious passages; beyond the surrealistic won-

ders of the boiler-room, a deep and pitch-black and
seemingly endless tunnel led in the general direction of Gladstone Avenue (we guessed that it had

something to do with oil delivery). Up above the
attic, used in the cadet era as a full-size rifle range,
lay the roof — the ultimate temptation! Before the
fire scare of the 1960’s, trusting principals had kept
these upper doors unlocked; and perhaps the attic
itself was not seriously out of bounds. But the trapdoor to the roof was clearly a mortal sin, a circumstance that doubled the excitement. One of life’s
great sensual delights was the furtive sun-bath on
the hot slate roof, any cloudless day in May or June,
an experience savoured in dread anticipation of discovery by some conscientious teacher on lunch
patrol. On at least one occasion, I recall, we circum-

navigated the entire roof-gutter, crouching beneath
the cornice Quasimodo-like to avoid being seen
from the grounds far below.
Luckily for us, the fourth and final VHS building

was designed in an era before society demanded
abominations like the combined auditorium-gymnasium. Vic High was built with a proper audito-

rium — proscenium stage, sloping floor, fixed seats,
balcony, and all. Below the auditorium lay the gymnasium (since 1956 the “old gymnasium”); and
whata gym it was! Most Victorians over 40 — even if
they didn’t attend Vic High — know this gym as the
home floor of the incomparable Blue Ribbons and
Dominoes basketball teams, perennial Canadian
champions. Whether for a school game or a senior

playoff. the tiny gym offered a perfect environment
for spectator involvement:

fans sat either at floor

level, almost on the court itself, or else perched
some twelve feet directly above the action, on a twostep suspended balcony that ran all the way around
the gym (it had been built originally as a “dished”
running track). The noise level, of course, was dea-

fening; and hysterical ecstasy was normal. Around
the edge of the balcony, since the days of Lawrie
Wallace, there has been emblazoned a series of
maxims on good sportsmanship, a wonderfully

appropriate addition to the great old gym.
If the physical building has been one dominant
factor in creating a Vic High personality, each principal over the years has been another major force.
We do not need to subscribe to the “great man” theory of history to accept the proposition that, as the
principal goes, so goes the school. With a strong
teaching staff, a school can survive a few years ofa
less-than-ideal principal, but it will not hold for
long. Quite apart from his tangible role in recruiting
new staff, developing curriculum, planning timetable, maintaining discipline, and the like, the prin-

cipal will inevitably set the tone and the style of a

school like VHS. In the chapters that follow, a good
deal of space is devoted to these administrators and
the values for which they stood; and a logical relationship should be apparent between the various
xix

men and the personality of the school during each
term of office. Four principals are deliberately chosen for special biographical emphasis: Edward B.
Paul, Samuel J. Willis, Ira Dilworth, and Harry L.

Smith.
Then, of course, there are the teachers. These

present a harder problem for the historian, for how
can one fairly single out individuals from such a
vast throng? A partial solution is offered if priority
is given to those who laboured longest and touched
the greatest number of young minds and hearts. Yet
some of the most memorable and deeply influential
may have served on staff only three or four years, a
time which, after all, represents an entire student

generation. Those who are mentioned by name
must be viewed as a symbolic tribute to all their
remarkable but unacknowledged colleagues.
The environment of the school has been shaped,
as well, by the non-teaching staff — the stenographers, janitors, engineers, and groundsmen. What
face could be more familiar than the secretary in the
general office, on whom the student arriving late on

a cold winter morning must first try out the new
(and no doubt implausible) excuse. For 48 of the

100 years the face was that of Margaret Hallam, the
power behind the throne for no fewer than eight Vic
High principals.
But of all the factors in the school mystique, by
far the most important is the student population
through the years. Can we possibly hope to recreate
a century of students’ dreams, joys, toils, frustrations? We do have many of their own contemporary
words and images, as documented in the vast archi-

val file of VHS annuals and newspapers. We can
also reawaken old memories by selective interview
and oral reminiscence. Whenever possible it will be
best to let the students speak for themselves. The
result will not be a cold, objective analysis, but an
impressionistic and kaleidoscopic glimpse of the
inner life of old Vic High.
Readers should be aware that this book is not
designed to be a catalogue of famous alumni. It can

be taken on faith that Victoria High has produced a
whopping number of lawyers and judges, doctors
and dentists, architects and engineers, media-men
and businessmen, teachers and preachers, poets
and plumbers, underwriters and undertakers, musi-

cians and politicians. Most will be left anonymous.
However, some name-dropping is necessary and
defensible. It is interesting to consider what
influence the school may have had upon nationally
known artists and writers like Emily Carr, Bruce
XxX,

Hutchison, Jack Shadbolt, and Fenwick Lansdowne. It is also relevant to know that the school
has produced humanists and scientists of the stature, say, of poet and scholar Roy Daniells or the late
Dominion Astronomer Robert M. Petrie. One can
point to a Chief Justice of British Columbia (Herbert W. Davey) or to university presidents (Charles
J. Armstrong,

James

A. Gibson)

and chancellors

(Joseph B. Clearihue, Robert T. Wallace). But the
purpose is not to bask in the glory of individual
alumni achievement, but rather to depict the collective and communal experience ofa youthful community.
There is one group that may draw special attention, and that is the women of Victoria High School.

Uncommonly gifted and able women have served
on the teaching staff — hardly surprising in an era
when teaching offered one of the few paths to career
fulfilment for gifted women. Social convention
(prejudice, if you will) denied them access to high
school principalships; but many became powerful
department heads, such as Mary Hamilton, Lola
Maxwell, Ella Cameron, Hazel Sargent, and Hazel
Hodson.

Some

of these

fine

teachers

(Rosalind

Watson, for example) inspired their female students to set their sights high and to challenge the
stereotypes of society. Others, like Jeanette Cann,
saw to it that girls suffered no second-class citizen-

ship while at high school: Miss Cann founded girls’
debating and girls’ basketball, both in response to
popular boys’ activities. In consequence, Victoria
High School has graduated an extraordinary number of capable and energetic women. It may be
indicative that the archival treasures of the school
include many mementoes of girls’ athletic
triumphs; and we learn that the VHS gym was
opened in February 1914 with a B.C. championship
girls’ basketball game (won, of course, by Vic
High).
Whatever the school and its students have
achieved in a century of growth can be credited at
least as much to perspiration as to inspiration. Victoria High has never apologized for its adherence to
the work ethic. Student valedictorians over the
years have spoken with feeling as they have repeatedly invoked the VHS motto palma non sine pulvere: “no reward without effort.” Yet there has
always been a generous allowance for healthy play,
and a predominant spirit of good humour. Despite
its age and influence, Vic High has never been a
place of deadweight traditionalism or stuffed-shirt
pomposity. Let us hope that it will not wear too earnestly its new mantle of centennial dignity.

It's been
cheer’... .!

Central Junior Secondary grounds, site of the original Victoria High School.
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THE FIRST VICTORIA

HIGH

SCHOOL

On Sunday. August 6, 1876. the Daily British Colonist carried this “New

Advertisement”:

OPENING

OF

HIGH

SCHOOL

Notice is hereby given that the High School will be opened
to-morrow (Monday) morning the 7th instant, at 9 o’clock
a.m. in the old District School House on the School Reserve.

All pupils who have passed the examination

and who

are

proposing to attend, are expected to enroll themselves at the
commencement of the session.
By order of the Board of Education,

JOHN

JESSOP,

Supt. of Education.

On Monday, August 7th, as planned, the first class

of boys

and

reported

by

girls
the

(“upwards
Colonist)

of 51

crowded

pupils”
into

a

as
tiny

wooden structure at the head of Yates Street hill.
High School education in British Columbia had
begun.
Early in the colonial days of Vancouver Island. a
ten-acre School Reserve had been granted by the
Hudson’s Bay Company to the east of the Victoria
This section of the 1884 D. R. Har-

townsite,

tion of the School Reserve between

Plain or Minie’s Meadow (apparently after an early
settler of French-Canadian descent). Here in 1853

ris map of Victoria shows the locaYates and Fort (then Cadboro Bay

Road). The original wooden VHS
(see arrow) is on the Yates Street

side of the Public School. Less than
a half mile to the north lie the present grounds of Victoria High, outlined by a modern broken line. By

1884 the Spring Ridge area had
been surveyed for streets and building lots, but was still uninhabited

scrub forest.

James

on

an

Douglas.

elevated

area

known

by then Governor

as Minie’s

of Vancouver

Island, had persuaded the Council of the Colony to
spend some 469 pounds in order to build an elementary school for the Victoria District. It was this
old colonial schoolhouse, a whitewashed log building 40 feet long by 40 feet broad. that was now in
1876 being pressed into service for higher education.

Today on Yates Street hill, across the road from

the central station of the Victoria Fire Department.
a small plaque marks the historic site. the present
home of Central Junior Secondary School.
Although the log schoolhouse has been gone for
some ninety years. we are reasonably certain that it
stood just inside the fence of the present Central
grounds, almost opposite the end of Camosun
Street.
The location of the District School House must
have seemed rather absurd in the colonial period.
when it was on the edge of the wilderness. Edgar
Fawcett. who had been a schoolboy in 1859.
described the area in Some
Victoria (Toronto, 1912):

Reminiscences of Old

After you left Blanchard [sic] Street. the way to
the school was by a pathway through the woods.
The country around View and Fort Streets, up to
Cook, was very swampy. and covered mostly by
willow and alder trees. In fact there was a small

swamp or lake on View Street. where there was
good duck shooting in winter. .. . The school and

grounds

were

surrounded

by spreading

oaks.

which covered that part of the city. or country as

it was then called. and it was under these trees we
sat with the girls and ate our lunch, or rested in

the shade after our innings at ball. Wild flowers.
that now are only found miles away. were found
there in profusion. We children always took our
lunches. it being considered too far to go home
for the midday meal.
(pp. 28-31)
The face of Victoria was quickly changing. however. By 1871. when British Columbia joined the
Canadian Confederation. the population of the
town had grown to 6,000 or more: and the School

Reserve was no longer so remote. Even John Jessop.
who had founded a rival “Central School” in downtown Victoria (first on View and later on Fort,
between Douglas and Blanshard) must have seen
the advantages of the site. For it was Jessop who, as

the Province’s first Superintendent of Education,
oversaw

the

planning

and

construction

on

the

Reserve of a handsome new brick building to
accommodate all the elementary school boys and
girls in the city area. As this elegant structure rose to
completion in the year 1875-76, Jessop was able at

last to give thought to the academic needs of the
older students — even if the high school must temporarily use the outmoded colonial schoolhouse
that stood

nearby.

In 1954, the present Central Junior Secondary School was completed on the old School Reserve.

In his Public Schools Report for 1874, Jessop had
stressed the need for a well-planned system of secondary education.
The question of High Schools is one that ought
not to be left any longer in abeyance.

Boys and

girls in many parts of the Province are getting
ahead of the public school curriculum; not that
the teachers in our principal schools are unable
to give instruction in the higher branches of an
English education, and to make the senior pupils
of both sexes much more proficient than they
now are; but that it is extremely difficult to
advance classes beyond a certain point in any

to select text books, and a list of adopted texts was
approved only nine days later!
A central principle in the new High School was to

be free tuition. As a further step, in fact, the Board
recommended in April 1876 that up to five allowances of $100 per annum should be available as aid

to teachers in training at the High School.
All that remained was the selection of the first
students,

Public Schools Report. Here are typical questions
that faced the would-be high school student of
1876:

ing of pupils from a lower to a higher grade. and
the comparatively few who have opportunity or

No.

inclination to proceed further with their studies

whereby those who are desirous of prosecuting

their studies further, can have the privilege of
doing so without being obliged to leave the Province. The time has fully come when two High
Schools — one in Victoria, and the other in New
Westminster — should be established. Each
might be commenced with one properly qualified master,

and

the teaching staff afterwards

increased as the attendance might warrant.

by competitive entrance

of succeeding years. are all preserved in the annual

branch of study, on account of the constant draft-

after becoming tolerably proficient in the highest
class in school. Provision should be made,

to be admitted

examinations. These extraordinary tests, and those

1.—Arithmetic.

1. Divide 3587 yards 9 inches into 27 equal
distances.
2. How long would it take to count a million

coins, at the rate of 100 a minute?
3. Multiply 5 acres 3 rods 27 poles by 70.
No. 2.—English Grammar.
1. Name the parts of speech.
2. Give the Plural of the following Nouns. day,
beauty, leaf, fox.
(a.) What is an Abstract Noun?
3. Name the degrees of Comparison;

how

many are implied in each?
The primary purpose of these higher schools, as Jessop went on to clarify, would be to provide free tuition to able young men and women who would
eventually qualify to teach in the Province’s school
system. “Those schools would do good service as
Training Institutes for teachers. till such time as the
number of our school districts would warrant the
establishment of a Provincial Normal School.
Dependence upon immigration for a supply of
teachers is very precarious, as past experience fully
proves.”
The Minutes of the Board of Education from
1874 to 1876 (now in the Provincial Archives)

record the steps taken by Jessop and his colleagues
to create the Victoria High

School. Tentative dis-

cussions were held at five Board meetings, beginning on April 28. 1874; finally on July 22, 1875, an
advertisement

for an

appropriate

teacher

was

authorized. On November 23rd. the Board considered a list of ten candidates, from which they
elected the Rev. Alexander B. Nicholson, B.A. (of
Queen’s College. Kingston), who was appointed for
the following year at a salary of $125 per month. A
three-member committee was struck in December

(a.) Compare fair, elegant, noble; explain
these different forms of comparison.

No. 3.—Spelling.
This is a grand and sollem picture, highly
sugestif and full of deep feeling and elloquent
expresiveness, and most beutifuly ilustritiv of
the idea saught to be convayed by the poit who
rote:

Now faids the glimring lanskip on the site
And all the air a sollem stilnes holds.
No. 4.—Geography.
5. Name the principal
and

the

most

countries in Europe

remarkable

rivers

flowing

through each.
7. What countries and seas would you cross in
going in a straight line from Pekin to Madrid?
8. What countries would be passed in sailing
from

Montreal,

Quebec,

to Victoria,

British

Columbia?
Two examination sessions were held, in March
and July of 1876, at 21 centres throughout British
Columbia (i.e.. Vancouver Island and the Lower

From 1876 to 1882, Victoria High School was
housed in the old Colonial School House. a wooden
building that dated from 1853. Unhappily. no photograph of the historic structure appears to have
survived. An engaging local historian named Edgar
Fawcett wrote in 1917 to an old school chum. Mr.
Ernest Leigh, by then a resident of San Francisco.
to ask if he could provide a description of the
school. Leigh replied at once with a memory sketch
of the Colonial School. reproduced in the Daily
Colonist on May 6. 1917. Leigh’s sketch appears
above: it has become. by default. the official portrait of British Columbia’s first high school. and is

solemnly enshrined in the Provincial Archives!
Herbert Kent. who was a student in the inaugural
VHS class. adds this comment on the interior of the
schoolhouse in a 1955 reminiscence: “I can visualize it very well. It contained two class rooms. the
boys and girls being together. first in one room, and
then the other. depending on the subjects being
taught at the time.”
When the brick second home of Victoria High
was completed in 1882. the old log school reverted
briefly to boys’ elementary use. It was last mentioned in the Public Schools Report for 1885, and
was apparently demolished at about that time.

Mainland). Of the total 160 candidates. only 68
passed — 42 boys and 26 girls. Pitifully few succeeded outside the Victoria area: there was only |

ful scholars gathered with Mr. Nicholson in the
wooden schoolhouse. An air of optimism prevailed.
The Colonist reported that the Principal “in a brief
and pithy inaugural pointed out to the young
people the best way he himself had found for
acquiring and retaining knowledge.” In a confident
spirit the editor expressed his clear opinion “that
Mr. Nicholson will be found ‘the right man in the
right place.’ and that he will imbue his scholars with
a love of learning. as well as of all that is good and
noble in youthful age.”
Within a month. this happy prophecy would
sound curiously ironic.

pass among

16 candidates from New Westminster.

and a staggering

100% failure rate among the 26

aspiring students from Nanaimo! Still. when the
first class of 60 enrolled in August. it was to some
extent more than a closed shop for Victoria. One

young man from the Fraser Valley. for example —
the lone passing candidate from Matsqui — was
none other than Samuel Maclure. who was destined

to become Victoria’s leading architect.
So, on that August morning in 1876. the success-

The year 1875-76 saw the completion of an elegant

new public school building on upper Yates Street.
This was merely the first phase of a contemplated

structure that would house the Public. High. and
Normal Schools. a building that John Jessop felt
would be “far superior to anything of the kind on
the Pacific Coast.”
True (he added), some of the school edifices in
San Francisco are more pretentious in appearance: but none of them have such extensive and
beautiful grounds. or such magnificent views of
city, country, and surrounding waters. as the one
which will in a short time it is to be hoped. crown

the charming elevation known as the “old School
Reserve.”

Here is
Report
This
on a
local

how Jessop described the school in his 1875
(p.18):
edifice is in the Italian style of architecture.
stone foundation. and built of well-burnt
red brick. relieved by sandstone dressings

around

the windows

and outside doors.

It con-

sists of two lofty storeys. in addition to which
there is a large and well-lighted room in the mansard roof. The ground floor will be occupied by
the boys’ department. with an entrance from the
east. entirely separate from that of the girls, who

In this early photograph of the
Public School, landscaping had not
been completed. The wooden High
School is unfortunately out of
sight, to the left (northeast) of the
new brick building.

will use the front or western door. and ascend a
fine staircase to the second flat. On each floor. the
main school rooms are rather more than 70 feet
by 40 feet. having a floor space of 3000 superficial

feet. These rooms have each ample desk accommodation

for 300 children.

This first and westernmost section of the school
cost the B.C, taxpayers $23,134.38. Although Jessop’s comprehensive vision was never fully realized, the building was gradually expanded to the
east, and did serve from 1882 to 1902 as a combined
Public and High School. Later generations of Victorians knew it as Boys’ Central (until 1937) or as
the West Building of Central Junior High. In midsummer of 1954 it was demolished, though its large
brass bell still holds a place of honour in the new
Central Junior Secondary.
On June 2, 1876 the Colonist had a most enthu-

siastic editorial on the “Opening of the New Public
School”:
This magnificent building was thrown open yesterday for admission of the children of our Public
Schools. Perched upon an elevation, the building
presents a most pleasing appearance, and is decidedly an ornament

to our city. Nothing

could

have been more judicious than the site chosen

both as to healthfulness
accommodation afforded

of situation and for
to the ample play-

grounds for both boys and girls. The accomodation [sic] provided in the building for
teaching the children seems to be most ample
and convenient, and in this respect forms an
agreeable contrast to the school rooms vacated.
The children on this interesting occasion mustered in full force and were in high glee at the
novelty of the new position. We are sorry to see
so little apparent interest manifested on the occasion of the inauguration of this new building,

which may be fairly regarded as a most important episode in the history of our city, there being
neither members of the Executive. Mayor or
Councillors. members of the Board of Education.

or parents of children in attendance to note proceedings. No one surveying the crowds of little
folks assembled but must have been struck with
the general healthful appearance of the children

and by the vivacity exhibited. speaking volumes
for the excellence of our climate, where the death

of a child is a most rare occurrence.

An 1878 bird’s eye view of Victoria clearly shows the new Public
School. Immediately to its left, we can see the small wooden building
that then served as the first Victoria High School.

A PRINCIPAL RESIGNS

ON PRINCIPLE

Within a month of its opening. Victoria High was
the centre of a storm of controversy. Unpleasant
and traumatic though it was, this dispute was profoundly influential in affecting the future course of
public education in B.C. The issue erupted suddenly in the first week of September. Very briefly, it
concerned the right of the Principal to introduce
Christian prayer into the high school curriculum.
Amor de Cosmos’ liberal Daily Standard appears
to have taken a dim view of Mr. Nicholson’s
appointment from the start: did not the Public
Schools Act preclude the appointment of clergymen, and was not Mr. Nicholson an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church? This objection
was overcome by Mr. Nicholson’s resignation of
holy office when appointed Principal, a resignation
accepted by the Presbytery. Further grumbling was
heard when Nicholson officiated at the Reformed
Church during the absence of Bishop Cridge, even
if his function was technically described as that of a
layman. However when a parent complained that
Mr. Nicholson had conducted prayers at the high
school, the fat was in the fire. The august B.C. Board
of Education had no choice but to take notice of the
accusation at the meeting of September Sth, when
the superintendent was asked “to enquire of Mr.

Nicholson, the Master of the High School, as to the
nature of the religious exercises made use of there;
and to refer him to sect. 41 of ‘Consolidated School

Act 1876’.”
The letter was written on Wednesday, September
6th. On Thursday the 7th, the Daily British Colonist
added its powerful establishment voice to the side
of secularism:
The High School
Section 41 of the “Public Schools Act, 1876,” provides that: “All Public Schools established under
the provisions of this Act shall be conducted
upon strictly secular and non-sectarian principles. The highest morality shall be inculcated,
but no religious dogma or creed shall be taught.
All Judges. Clergymen. Members of the Legislature, and others interested in education, shall be
School visitors.”

This section means that in our free schools no
religious ceremony shall be conducted — prayers
being interdicted as well as sermons. If, as is
charged, the principal of the High School is
accustomed to hold any religious service whatever in the institution presided over by him he is
contravening the School Act and acting in opposition to the spirit of the non-sectarian form of
education, towards the support of which all
creeds in the country are required to pay a direct
tax and in the acknowledged efficiency of which
all feel a pride. The importation of prayer into
the curriculum of the High School cannot be tolerated without sapping the foundation of our
school system. Therefore it must be discontinued
even should it involve the temporary closing of
the establishment.
Strong words from a sober and conservative editor! Yet the Colonist writer makes it clear that he is
objecting only to Mr. Nicholson’s explicit actions;
he has no patience with the Daily Standard’s claim
that Mr. Nicholson is automatically suspect as a former Presbyterian minister:
The twaddle that we read in the “Standard” ofa
man being “once a clergyman always a clergyman,” is fit to rank with the doctrine of “the
divine right of kings” that William III exploded.
If the antiquated rule still exists in England it has
no foothold in America, where a clergyman may
resign his charge at any time and enter upon
business or other pursuits with as much propriety
as a member of the House of Commons at
Ottawa may without imperiling his seat fill up
time that hangs heavily on his hands during the
recess by peddling sewing machines and patent
reapers through California and Oregon! Mr.
Nicholson clearly is not disqualified as Principal
of the High School. But in conducting any religious service whatever within the schoolbuilding
he has very properly fallen under public censure.
A brisk debate broke out at once in the Letters to
the Editor columns.

Correspondents

identified as

“Pater Familias” and “Britain” leapt to Mr. Nicholson’s defence; and he clearly had some popular
support. But Mr. Nicholson himself decided the
issue swiftly by submitting to the Superintendent,

on Saturday. September 9th, a long letter of resignation — reasonable and well argued. but quite
uncompromising:
The narrow secular spirit with which our Provincial system, as I am informed, is to be henceforth
identified is a dangerous experiment. That
educational singularity it shares with California
alone. And as it is there accompanied by persecution of those teachers who are known to
cherish religious convictions, so it is here associated with the disfranchisement of that class
whose education and sympathies fit them especially for the work of instruction.
At the Board meeting of Tuesday, September
12th, the resignation was accepted, and the Board
proceeded to pass the following motion:

THE VICE-REGAL

Moved by Mr. Drake seconded by Mr. Marvin
that the recommendations as to the Opening &
Closing Exercises in Public Schools. passed in
July 1872 shall be limited to the Lord’s Prayer &

Ten Commandments: & that it shall be optional
with the various Boards of School Trustees
whether the same shall be used or not.
Most of Victoria seemed to feel that the right conclusion had been reached. As the Colonist put it, in

closing the issue editorially on September 15th,
Mr. Nicholson, conscientiously entertaining the
views he does, has acted wisely — we may almost
say nobly — in resigning; but the vacant place
must be filled by a gentleman whose ideas are
more in accordance with the spirit of the School
Act and public sentiment.

VISIT

The dust of the Alexander Nicholson controversy
had scarcely settled when Victoria High School
received its first distinguished visitors: the Right
Honourable Sir Frederick Temple. Earl of Dufferin, Governor-General of Canada, and Lady Dufferin. Pity poor Stephen Pope! He had been
appointed Principal only the previous Friday: and
now, on Monday, September 18, 1876 — his first day
on the job, as sole teacher in a totally unfamiliar
school — he must cope with the pomp and formality
of a vice-regal visit! By all accounts. the occasion
was a smooth and happy one, the first of many such
visits in the century to come.
The high school and elementary students assembled jointly in the hall of the new public school, to
listen to the well-rounded speech of welcome delivered by Superintendent Jessop and his Excellency’s
no less fulsome reply (both preserved verbatim in
the annals of the Public Schools Report for 1876).

Lord Dufferin then presented to the school three
medals — one of silver and two of bronze — as
rewards for future academic competition. “They
were proofs of his sincere and earnest interest in the
welfare of the children; and he was sure they would
do their utmost to profit by the efficient means of

instruction placed at their command. The scholars
must remember that the
self-restraint enforced by
great assistance to them
So was inaugurated, in
10

habits of discipline and
their teachers would be of
through life.”
the school’s first year, the

Stephen D. Pope, second principal of Victoria
School, and later Superintendent of Education.

High

tradition of the Governor-General’s Silver Medal.
presented annually to the leading high school matriculant in the Province. The first award would be
made the following year to school leader John C.
Newbury, who had also ranked first in the 1876
entrance examinations.

In its first century, Victoria High enjoyed at least
eight visits from Governors-General of Canada,
and probably others that are not documented. Students found these occasions delightful, especially as
they almost always led to the spontaneous proclamation of a school holiday.
The most recent of the vice-regal visitors to VHS

were His Excellency the Right Honourable Roland
One of the Governor-General’s silver medals, awarded
annually to the leading student at Victoria High School. In
recent decades, a similar award has been available for the
leading student in the Province.

TEACHERS’

Michener

and

Her

Excellency

Mrs.

Michener

(November 22, 1971) and His Excellency the Right

Honourable
Madame

Jules

Léger

and

Her

Excellency

Léger (April 8, 1974).

EXAMINATIONS

In the early years of the High School, virtually all of

the senior students aspired to the teaching profession, and thus eventually wrote the Government
qualifying examinations — as had their own teachers only two or three years earlier. In format these
tests were not unlike the high school entrance
exams, though their content was more challenging.
Less gifted students might spend as long as five or
six years preparing for the ordeal, though the norm
for brighter boys and girls seems to have been three
or four years.
Spelling questions were particularly exotic, since
they demanded the correction of preposterous misspellings. Merely to identify the word in question
was sometimes a major challenge. Here is the
delicious list for July, 1885 (100 marks; two marks
will be deducted for each word incorrectly spelled
or omitted!):

35. pluro-knumonea
36. phantazea
37. finale

43. sighnee dyee
44. pommelling
45. appothem

38. wrecoshay

46.

39, eshelong

47. phantazmagorea

40. o-de-kalone

48. polyglot

41. idiosyncrasy
42. posthumous

49. etsetterra
50. dillettanta

A startling feature

farmasutical

of the Teachers’

Exam-

inations, at least in the early years, was the practice

of sex discrimination. On the 1875 Arithmetic
exam, there is a note that “Gentlemen are to omit
the first six questions” — because they were simply
too routine? In the English Composition papers,
essay topics were assigned by sex, in keeping with
public propriety. For 1874, “Gentlemen” wrote on
“Science and Peace”; “Ladies” on “Water as an
element of beauty in nature.” For 1875, there was a

more complex separation of assignments:
1, abayanse
2. taboo

18. wrankkorrus
19. arkkeollogy

3. fushshea

20. wrettorishon

4. izayah

21. ekkleziastez

5. koalless

22. ure (not your)

6. vassillate

23. benefited

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

sinister
kerosene
poinnant
asserbitee
perrifferry

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

assephphalyst
vermaselly
kneshshense
hemmorrage
spermacetee

12. porferry

29. errysyppelass

13. ammythist
14. enskonse

30. remminissence
31. pusillanimity

17. knewralgea

34. sursingle

15. supersede
16. tizzic

Gentlemen.—What influence has the discovery
of gold,

in

California

and

Australia,

exerted

upon existing civilization?
Ladies.—Give your opinion as to the good results
which may follow the present agitation on the
subject of ‘Woman’s Rights.’
The 1876 English Composition exam was the ultimate in brevity and pure simplicity:
Time, 2 hours. Total Marks, 100.
Gentlemen.—Politics. Ladies.—Manners.

32. sinsinnattee
33. argillaceous

11

Schoolmates and academic rivals in Vic
High’s inaugural class were John C.
Newbury (far right) and C. Herbert Kent

(right). John

Newbury won the silver

medal in 1877 and accepted a teaching

post at Craigflower School. Herbert Kent
became a powerful figure in the city’s
musical life, and was still alive to enjoy
the school’s 75th anniversary in 1951.

A student at the wooden schoolhouse was Simon Fraser Tolmie
(left), who

was born in 1867 and

entered VHS in 1880. An 1890
graduate of Ontario Veterinary
College, S. F. Tolmie was Premier
of B.C. from 1928 to 1933.

A VICTORIAN

GRADUATION

In the 1970’s Victoria High’s closing exercises consist of a “Recognition Ceremony” attended by
graduating students and their parents. Some 95
years ago, such “recognition” took the form of an
astonishing public examination process, followed
by a more relaxed demonstration of student
achievement.
Here is part of the Colonist account for Thursday,
June 22, 1882:
The midsummer examination of the pupils
attending the High School took place yesterday,
but on account of somewhat unfavorable
weather the attendance of visitors during the

morning exercises was very limited. In the after-

noon, however, more interest was awakened in
the pupils by the presence of quite a number of
visitors... .

DAY
In the morning the pupils were subjected to a
rigid examination on the subjects of Bookkeeping, Arithmetic, English Grammar,
Algebra, Latin and French, and by their prompt
answers

they showed

their thorough

acquaint-

ance with the different subjects. The afternoon
was set apart for the subjects of English history,
reading, geometry, natural philosophy, and men-

suration. The

examination

in English history

comprised that period from the Tudors down to
the Restoration, so full of plots and counterplots,
and the subject was gone into with great minuteness even to the fact of the Duke of Monmouth
being found with his pocket full of peas. The
reading exercises were exceedingly good. particularly those by the young ladies.
In the subject of Euclid, however, the young
men appear to be somewhat in advance of their

fair fellow pupils. It is hardly fair to particularize
anyone when all did so well, but certain it is that
W. Halliday deserves special mention for his
thorough proficiency.
Several

readings

and

recitations

were

deliv-

ered during the afternoon. some of which were
particularly well rendered, especially Miss Bar-

ron’s reading of a piece entitled “Departed
Friends.” and a recitation by Master Maclaughlin.
The reading of the two semi-yearly papers
“The Leisure Hour” and “The Hyacinth.” the
former the production of the young men and the
latter the production of the young ladies followed. Both papers were well read and contained
several really fine original compositions. Miss
Emily Gardiner read the “Hyacinth” and Master
Maclaughlin expounded the “Leisure Hour.”

The prizes having been awarded with a few
appropriate remarks by Mr. Beaven, Mr. Fell in
his usual good humored style addressed the
pupils and gave them a short account of his
doings in California and contrasted the fine,
handsome schoolhouses of that favored state
with the dilapidated condition of the building
that is called the high school. Messrs. Beaven.
Wilson and Spencer made brief speeches after
which the school broke up for the midsummer
holiday.

Other citizens must have shared Mr. Fell’s poor
opinion of the ancient high school building. Early
in the next academic term, Victoria High would
leave the dilapidated wooden schoolhouse to move
into new and “permanent” accommodation in the
brick Public School.
13

THE SECOND

VICTORIA HIGH

After six years of pioneering in the old wooden
schoolhouse, Victoria High School moved in the
fall of 1882 into its first planned accommodation.

This was a relatively small addition to the existing
Public School: but it was a modern brick structure
that represented an enormous improvement over
the rickety old colonial school.
The new school is described in detail in the Daily
Colonist for October 19. 1882:
The new High School building adjoins the public
school building at the head of View street on the
east. It is a handsome brick building with a
shingled hip roof with tin deck 21 ft. by 55 ft. The
portion of the building containing the high
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SCHOOL
schoolroom runs nearly north and south. The
entrance on the north is very handsome and massive consisting of a granite arch. each of the
jambs forming a solid block handsomely carved
and dressed. the product of Mr. George Kirsop’s
chisel. On either side the entrance hall are cloak
rooms 10 x 14 ft. fitted with porcelain lavatories.
Beyond this the hall extends the whole breadth of
the building for a short distance of 8 ft. to the
The single-storey section to the left of the original Public
School (below) is the 1882 Victoria High School. Note the
elegant granite arch facing Yates Street. Further to the left
can be seen the additions of 1885 and 1888, which left VHS

sandwiched between two elementary schools.

door of the high schoolroom. This is a fine room
48 x 30 ft. and 15 ft. ceiling which is also the
height of the two other rooms in the building.
The room is floored with 1'4 inch pine and lined

ing devoted to education.” The occasion was clearly
a happy and friendly event. despite the stiffness of
royal protocol. After complimenting Mr. Offerhaus

with wainscoating [sic] 3 ft. high. and above that
there is 4 feet of blackboard. . .. The building is

ducted

one story with stone foundations and the opening
of the windows are all faced with free stone. The
contractor is Mr. William Wraight. Messrs.
McKillican & Anderson having the contract for
the joiner work. The tin work is by Mr. Henry
Wilson. and the painting by Mr. Eli Harrison.

“for

Friday, October 27.

Victoria. According

beaming as His Excellency praised “so fine a buildThe architect’s elevation drawing for the new

in which

exercises.”

he

Princess

had

con-

Louise
Colonist

The embellishments of the building were very
handsome and appropriate. In the hall the motto
“Welcome. Lorne and Louise.” and “Salvi” met
the eye. In the main room over the door, “Vivat
Regina” and “Vide Vale.” across the rear wall.
“Let all the ends thou aimest at be thy country’s,
thy God’s and truth’s.” “Better lo’ed ye canna be:
will ye no come back again.” and “Welcome” the
motto in each case being surrounded by wreaths
and evergreens.

1882. Vic-

to the Colonist account the following morning. the
Governor-General had been most impressed, noting that “even in Scotland there is not an efficient
high school education such as is provided here.”
Principal Joseph McLaughlin must have been

manner

musical

departed “to nine ringing cheers.” The
concludes:

toria High was honoured by the presence of His
Excellency the Marquis of Lorne and H.R.H. Princess Louise. daughter of Queen

the

wrote her name in the visitors’ book and the guests

The new high school building was completed just
in time for the second visit of a governor-general
(and royalty!). On

the efficient

After this dazzling inauguration. one might suppose that a brilliant future was assured for the second Victoria High. Unfortunately. there were
serious physical obstacles. Quite predictably. the
new high school suffered several problems (chiefly,

Victoria

High School of 1882. Compare the photograph opposite.
be

h. ath

OKA y

VICTORIA

HIGH

SCHOOL.

Ewrnanee ELEVATION & PART SECTION.

1S

re

The oldest extant photograph of a Victoria High School
class, this picture can be dated to the years 1884-1887.

Principal John Muir is the bearded man at the far right;
teacher R. Offerhaus is at the far left. Note the coexistence
of baseball and cricket bats!

academic noise pollution) by reason of its closeness
to the elementary classrooms. The situation was further aggravated by a decision to extend the building

with girls’ classrooms to the east, so that the high
school became trapped in a sandwich squeeze
between the boys’ and girls’ public schools.
McLaughlin’s successor. Principal John N. Muir,
was already complaining of the building’s
inadequacies in the Public Schools Report for 1886.
The following year his tone becomes even more
plaintive:
The walls between the Public and the High
School have not yet been altered, and the noise

made by the classes in the Public School building

is at times so great that it is impossible for the
scholars in the Senior Division to hear what is
said in their room.
No doubt a basic error in design had been committed. Nevertheless, it would be a full twenty years
until a new and separate building would be
approved for Victoria High. The one-storey “sand16

wich”

accommodation

served as home

for VHS

from 1882 to 1902.
Enrolment was now steadily rising, a mixed
blessing for the school. The second VHS had
opened with 2 teachers and 61 students in the fall of
1882; by the fall of 1891, 4 teachers were coping
with 142 students in the same physical space. With
British Columbia’s population soaring. it was a
relief that Victoria High had now lost its exclusive
status as sole high school for the province. A second
school was opened in New Westminster in August
1884, a third in Nanaimo in May 1886, and a fourth
in Vancouver in January 1890. Still. even to keep up
with the academic needs of southern Vancouver
Island was now a major challenge. As much as anything else. Victoria High needed a dynamic and
imaginative principal, who would break away from
the one-horse mentality of the pioneer school. In its
first sixteen years, to June 1892. the school had no
fewer than eight principals: this may be an index to
the problems and frustrations of the job.

EMILY

CARR

In today’s scheme of things. Emily Carr might be
described as a “high school dropout.” since she
attended VHS for only the one year 1888/89. But in
point of fact Emily was almost 18 when she left Victoria High in 1889 to head for San Francisco.
Unlike her older sisters Elizabeth and Alice. she
was certainly no scholar: but she did reach a higher
level of academic
achievement than all but a select
few of her B.C. contemporaries. male and female
alike.

Throughout her life. Emily’s personality and attitudes showed the effect of her thoroughly Canadian
public education. In The Book of Small (1942) she is

scathing in her criticism of Victoria’s 19th century
private schools — the “old. ultra-genteel-hard-up
English Ladies’ Academies.” She satirizes the supposed mission of these “politeness-education
ladies” — “to teach the young of English-born gentlemen how not to become Canadian. to believe
that all niceness and goodness came from ancestors
and could have nothing to do with the wonderful
new land. how not to acquire Colonial deportment.
which was looked upon as crude. almost wicked.”*
Although Emily Carr was clearly one of a kind.
there is evidence that her sense of Canadian identity was shared by most of her Victoria-born class-

mates at Victoria High.

AGNES

DEANS

CAMERON

Another remarkable woman in the early life of
VHS was Agnes Deans Cameron. who was born in

the James Bay district of Victoria in 1863. eight
years before Emily Carr. Agnes Cameron was a student in the first Victoria High class of 1876; and in
1890, at age 27. she returned to the school as teacher

— the first woman high school teacher in British
Columbia. She was the first former student of either
sex to earn such a senior position.
In 1894 Agnes Deans Cameron became the province’s first woman principal. leaving Vic High to
assume leadership at the new South Park public
school on Douglas Street.
However there were still other “firsts” to come.

Agnes Cameron

had a bold desire to travel. and

eventually covered some 10.000 miles in the Canadian Far North. In the course of these travels. she

was apparently the first white woman to explore the
mouth of the Mackenzie River. What is more. she
wrote extensively of her adventures. including a
book called The New North, published in 1909.
After a lecture tour that reached as far as London,
England. she returned to Victoria in 1911. only to

meet an untimely death the following year.
*The Book of Small.
Irwin, 1972). p.116.

Centennial

Edition

(Toronto:

Clarke.
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It is the 1888/89 session, and Victoria High School students and staff
pose before the Yates Street entrance to their school. The recent exten-

sions for Girls’ Public School use are visible to the left (east). Principal
John P. McLeod (bowler hat and moustache) stands to the left; teacher
Rhynvis Offerhaus stands on a chair at the far right. Among several
well-known Victorians in this group is the 17-year-old Emily Carr, sec-

ond from the right in the third row (beside Mr. Offerhaus).
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RHYNVIS

JOHN

OFFERHAUS

N. MUIR

The teacher with the longest service in the
Victoria High was Mr. Rhynvis Offerhaus,
staff for 13 years from 1880 to 1893. John N.
the many McGill graduates to teach at VHS,

19th century
who was on
Muir, first of
was principal

from 1884 to 1887 and returned as teacher from 1895 to
1897.
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IS9Q-1914
COMING OF AGE:
VICTORIA HIGH McGILL
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EDWARD B. PAUL:
VICTORIA’S GRAND

OLD

MAN

On July Ist. 1892. the principalship of Victoria High
School changed hands for the third time in six

months. The new man was a

tall. imposing Scot,

who would give the school sixteen years of strong
and imaginative leadership. Edward B. Paul was a
pioneer who found in British Columbia full scope

for his great talent and energy. In return. he developed an intense loyalty to his adopted Province.
and his faith in its academic potential produced a
dedication to the task of building excellent schools
and colleges. From 1892 to 1908 he led Victoria

OF EDUCATION
High to academic maturity. For the following
twenty years, he continued to guide education in
British Columbia, first as City Superintendent of
Schools for Victoria and then as Principal of the
revived Victoria College. One of the great personalities in Victoria history, he was beloved for his
strength of principle. his wit. and his profound
humanity.
Most of the pioneer teachers in British Columbia
came from eastern Canada: E. B. Paul’s character
and outlook were shaped in his native Scotland.

“He was a tall, redfaced person with very blue
eyes, white hair and a slightly yellowed moustache. He taught the Latin and French classes.

He had a fine feeling for words and always

insisted on using those that most exactly suggested the meaning of the text. His classes were
made to respect the richness of the English language and to appreciate the value of careful

selection of words. As a gracious person, he
unconsciously aroused in his students an awareness of good form in the art of living.” (Freddy
Wood remembers E. B. Paul, 1962 reminiscence)
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Edward Burness Paul was born in the manse at
Banchory-Devenick. Kincardineshire. on January
17, 1850. The family was noted for piety and scholarship — not always complementary virtues. His
father. grandfather. and great-grandfather were all
Presbyterian ministers. Grandfather Paul had been
Professor of Natural Philosophy at Aberdeen University from 1811 to 1834. Edward’s father. the
Reverend William Paul, D.D.. was for 57 years
Minister of the Parish of Banchory-Devenick. in the
Presbytery of Aberdeen, and was widely respected
for his books on the Hebrew language. Two of
Edward’s brothers also rose to high positions: Sir
George Morison Paul. Kt.. LL.D.. was Deputy
Keeper of H.M.’s Royal Signet in Edinburgh:
the
Right Reverend David Paul. D.D.. LL.D., became
Moderator of the General Assembly for the Church
of Scotland. It is not surprising. then. that Edward
Paul was a man of great intellectual ability and dedication to public service.
Paul’s school years
gave every promise of high
achievement. After passing through the Parish
School. where his teachers included Dr. John Black
(later Professor of Latin at Aberdeen University)
and Dr. Robert Ogilvie (later Chief Inspector of
Schools for Scotland). he entered the University of
Aberdeen in 1865. on the Hutton Bursary. In 1869.
at the age of 19, he earned his M.A. degree in classics. By this time he had already completed preliminary studies in medicine. receiving a diploma for
summer studies in practical chemistry. botany,
materia medica. and anatomy.
A sudden crisis
in family finances blocked Paul’s
goal ofa medical career. After a brief period of private tutoring. he entered the diplomatic service in
March 1871, and was appointed to the post of student interpreter on the Japanese Consular Establishment. In May of 1871 he left for Japan. to serve
in the British Legation under Sir Harry Parkes. British Ambassador to Japan.
Although in later years Dr. Paul would have nostalgic memories of his nine-year service in Japan.
his diplomatic career was not, in fact. a great success; and this must have been a rather gloomy
period in his life. Documents in the British Public
Record Office reveal that he was frustrated by his
routine duties as court interpreter and keenly disappointed in his hopes for advancement. Ill health
added to his problems of morale. However there
was one bright moment in these years. In October
1878. Paul was sent on an important mission to
Korea. in order to assist the Master of the ship24

wrecked British schooner Barbara Taylor. As a
result of his actions. Edward Paul was commended
by Sir Harry Parkes for “the good judgment which

he shared in his intercourse with the Corean authorities. which is calculated to leave in their minds
favourable impressions” (Parkes to Troup 13/11/78
No.42 F.O. 262/327). This mission drew him to the
attention of Lord

Salisbury,

then

British

Foreign

Minister. who expressed his satisfaction with the
whole affair. In the autumn of 1879. however. Paul
returned to England on sick leave. and resigned
from the service on medical advice on November
15. 1880.
Discouraged by this conclusion to his diplomatic
career, Paul spent five restless years in recovery and
travel. In 1882 he visited Algeria and France; for
two years he was Headmaster of Palace School in
Enfield, England; and finally in 1885 he emigrated
to British Columbia via the United States. In B.C.
he taught first at Lillooet. and then in 1886 became
founding Principal of the Nanaimo High School.
Now at last he appeared to regain his self-confidence. At the age of 36, he was set on a course that
would win him deep respect and affection in British
Columbia. Within a few years’ time he had built a
solid reputation in Nanaimo. In 1888 he suffered
the tragic loss of his nineteen-year-old bride; but
the following year he met Ada Whitfield Hilton,
who became his devoted wife and mother of his
four children.
So. after a brief stint at the Esquimalt School. E.
B. Paul became Principal of Victoria High School at
the age of 42. His productive career in Victoria
would extend for an astonishing 35 years, until his
retirement in 1927.
From the early years of his principalship. Edward
Paul had two great dreams. One was to see a proper
high school building constructed on the school
reserve; for the existing structure, relatively new
though it was. had become hopelessly inadequate.
The second and grander vision was to create an
opportunity for higher education in British Columbia — if not a provincial university. at least an affiliated college of an established Canadian university.
After a decade of persistent struggle. both dreams
were finally realized in 1902.
The movement for higher education was promoted jointly by Edward Paul and Alexander Robinson. Principal of the new Vancouver High School.
and it had the enthusiastic support of School
Trustees in both cities. In the Public Schools Report
of 1894 (p. 201), Mr. Paul observed that there was

already hope of affiliation “at some early date” with
one of the eastern universities — Toronto. McGill.
or Queen’s. The problem. of course. was the necessity for bright high school graduates to travel far
afield to complete their education. a course of
action that was open only to the wealthy.
As early as 1890. Victorians had led an almost
successful movement to create a University of British Columbia. but the attempt had been wrecked by
regional jealousy and suspicion. As a compromise,
the B.C. Legislature had twice amended the Public
Schools Act during the 1890's so as to allow local
school boards to seek affiliation with Canadian uni-

to come: and as an interim measure Paul worked
out an interésting arrangement with Stanford University. He described the situation in his 1895 report
(p. 230):

versities.

As we see so often from documents of the period,

if granted

the

necessary

charter

of

incorporation. However, a Canadian link was slow

Pupils of the High School are admitted without
examination to Leland Stanford, Junr. University, on production of a certificate signed by me,
that they have accomplished a certain amount of
work in the school here. Two old pupils graduated B.A.. at Palo Alto this summer. two are there
as under-graduates. while one proceeds thither
next September.
nineteenth-century

Victoria

was closer culturally.

as well as geographically. to San Francisco than to

Edward B. Paul with his senior class of 1893. his first year

at VHS. Back row L-R: Hector Galbraith, Thomas Spencer, John Adams.

Third row: Edith Shrapnel, Eva Miller,

May Creech, Mary Browne, Nellie McCulloch, Mabel
Wolfenden, Daisy Burns. Second row: E. B. Paul, Jennie
Fraser, Ann Porter, Ethel Johnston, Nellie Harrop, Edith
Dalby, Laura Nickerson, Alice Askew. Front row: Minnie

Munsie, Miriam Frank, Mau

Berkeley, Purcell John-

Toronto or Montreal.
There

were

Principal Paul continues:

no candidates

for matriculation

at

Toronto University from this school this term,
but matriculation work was done in the First
Division. and I hope that the Victoria High
School will soon be able to accomplish, not only
matriculation, but also more advanced work. But

ston, Walter Adams, Henry Heisterman, Annie McDowell.
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good results cannot be obtained by too great
haste. A thorough grounding in all subjects is
necessary before proficiency can be secured. No
solid structure can be built on a weak or rotten
foundation. It is by steady hard work at the rudiments of classics, mathematics. and science that
we can lay a foundation for a knowledge of these
subjects. This we have been endeavouring to do
in the High School. Good results are sure to follow.
Despite this patient attitude expressed in 1895.
Paul must have rankled at the long delays in negotiation with the eastern Canadian universities, especially when the Vancouver trustees succeeded in
working out an affiliation agreement with McGill
for the fall of 1899. But his persistence was finally
rewarded: on July 24. 1902 a royal proclamation
granted the Victoria School Board incorporation as
the “Board of Governors of Victoria College”: by
26

There was

only one lucky male student among the eight

members of the small senior class in 1901/02. This was not

a typical situation. Back row L-R: Teacher A. J. Pineo,
Principal E. B. Paul, student John Coates.

Middle row:

Beatrice Loat, Lila Coburn, teacher Rosalind Watson,
May Tully, Laura Simpson, Grace Atkins. Front row:
Olive Preston, Lilian Mowat.

December

of that year Edward

Paul and the Vic-

toria trustees had completed negotiations with
McGill, and “Victoria College (in Affiliation with
McGill

University)” was ready to receive its first

class of university students in the fall of 1903.
The impact of this move on Victoria High School
was dramatic. Victoria College was not some isolated appendage of the high school: the entire
institution was an integrated collegiate institute.
now

in the

mainstream

of Canadian

education,

offering a full academic program from high school
entrance to first year Arts. It occupied

a fine new

room high school in Nanaimo: now he was a cordial

AFFILIATED

IN ARTS

(FIRST YEAR)

ill

University,

Montreal

associate of Sir William Peterson. the great Ciceronian scholar who was Principal of McGill. When
Victoria College gained in 1907 the right to offer
Second Year Arts work through McGill. his hopes
were entirely fulfilled. His was still a small school.
to be sure: total registrations numbered around 270.
But for this very reason, perhaps. the quality of
teaching was excellent. under Paul’s hand-picked
staff of ten. Those graduates who passed through
the school could complete their degrees in Montreal

Victoria College
and High School
VICTORIA,

B.

C.

in full confidence that they would measure up to
their eastern counterparts.
Edward Paul continued to teach a virtually full
load of college and high school work. while administering the school without benefit of vice-principal
or secretarial staff. It was a splendid one-man operation that testified to his enormous energy and
drive. In the Victoria High School Archives one
may still see his official Letter-Book. in which copies of longhand correspondence unfold the daily
tasks and trials of his position. Diplomatic reports
to Principal Peterson and Dean Moyse of McGill
alternate

SESSION 1906-07

with

letters written

to assuage

irritated

parents or to discipline unruly students.
We get glimpses of a world that enjoyed a different pace and style of living:
March

8. 1906

Mr. Strachan.
Edward Paul’s personal copy of the Victoria College and

High School Calendar for 1906/07. now in the University
of Victoria Archives.

Gordon
Dear Sir.

Head.

I shall be glad if you will be so good as to come
and see me when

building. completed in the summer of 1902. It had a
single Principal in E. B. Paul, who served as an
elected member
of the McGill Corporation. Its staff
included two brilliant recent graduates of McGill.
Rosalind Watson and Samuel Willis. Most important. perhaps. was the fact that its students worked
on the McGill curriculum and wrote national matriculation examinations that were set and graded in
Montreal. Victoria College and High School (as the
institution was now officially known) had a national
respectability — and a Canadian identity — that had
hitherto been lacking: and its academic performance could be measured objectively against an
acknowledged standard of national excellence. As
the results were soon to prove. the standards of the
school were very good indeed.
This achievement must have brought rich personal satisfaction to Edward Paul. Not many years
before, he had been serving obscurely in a one-

you are in Victoria. I should

like to save you the trouble by going out to Gordon Head to see you, but I have no conveyance
and the distance from Victoria to your house is
rather too far for me to walk.
Tam.

Dear Sir.
Yours truly.
Edward B. Paul

Principal
At times it was necessary to bring his own col-

leagues to task: witness this stern rebuke to Mr.
Frank

(“Pat”)

Andrews.

who

had

been

rashly

impulsive in his choice of words:
October 5. 1906
Frank Andrews Esq. B.A.

Victoria College

Sir.

I beg to draw your attention to your language,
this morning.

when.

in presence

of Mr.

Pineo
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and, I fear. in the hearing of pupils of this school.
you. in loud tones, characterized the new Time
Table that had just been placed in your hands as
an “abortion.” Such a word used by you towards
me shows that you do not recognize my position

as Principal of this school. if you fail to see that
the use of it at all to any one is improper. The
merits of the Time Table do not enter into the
case at all. The evil of which you complained was
a question between Mr. Perry and myself, and
has been remedied. But nothing that I can think
of can justify your rudeness towards a Principal
who has always been anxious to meet the views of
the teachers of this school as far as he can.
T am referring this matter to the Superintendent of City Schools for his opinion.
Tam.
Sir,

Yours truly.
Edward B. Paul

Principal
Though his authority was virtually absolute.
Principal Paul was not a despotic administrator.
Students and staff alike held him in warm affection;
and there was general sorrow when he resigned his
position in 1908 to become City Superintendent of
Schools (later retitled Municipal Inspector) for Vic-

toria. For a dozen years he continued to oversee the
rapid growth and progress of his beloved Victoria
High School. His voice of protest was loudest when
college work was discontinued in 1915. as a result of
the opening
of the new University of British Columbia in Vancouver. From 1915 to 1920 he fought bitterly to regain the right to offer first and second year
Arts and Science in Victoria. His efforts were
crowned with success in 1920; and he must have
rejoiced to be chosen, still vigorous at the age of 70.
as Principal of the revived Victoria College. now a
separate institution in affiliation with UBC. Until
1927 he continued in this office, winning the love
and respect of a new generation of young Victor-

ians.
Among all his qualities. it is the quiet. ironic wit
of E. B. Paul that is most remembered by his legion
of admirers. Anecdotes abound, some well documented and some no doubt apocryphal. Many of
these he would recount himself, with the colourful
explosive stammer that marked his speech. What
would have been an impediment in a lesser man
became for him an ornament of style — a tool to
sharpen the thrust of his epigrams.
A typical story involved a visit to Victoria High
School in November 1896 by the Hon. Israel Tarte.
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federal Minister of Public Works. On being guided
through the school. Mr. Tarte was obviously
pleased with what he saw. As he was leaving, he
spoke to the Principal: “Mr. Paul. I must compliment you upon your school. One thing has especially impressed me — your program of studies is
most comprehensive. As far as I can see. nothing is
omitted from the list but cooking.” With a sly
glance at the cabinet minister. Mr. Paul replied:
“Even that is not overlooked. sir. Cooking is
included with the... B-Book-keeping.”
When he had left Victoria High to become City
Superintendent. he had to deal in the line of duty
with the usual stream of aggrieved parents. Though
he was usually a model of courtesy and tact. he
sometimes yielded to human temptation. Once the
principal of Burnside School had crossed swords
with an angry mother. who demanded the right to
walk into the classroom and discuss her problem
face to face. When the principal refused. she left in
a huff and went directly to Mr. Paul’s office to complain about the treatment she had received. She
ended her tirade by reporting the crowning insult:
“The man actually told me to go to the devil!” Mr.
Paul quietly responded: “Then. my dear lady,
you’ve come to the... wr-wrong place. | am the...
City Superintendent of Schools.”
In his second Victoria College principalship.
enhanced by an honorary degree from Aberdeen
(1924). Dr. Paul conveyed the gravity and authority
of a Roman senator. But the impish wit was still
lively, especially when he found an opponent worthy of his repartee. One such was Mr. Justice F. P.
Gregory. a formidable jurist who lived directly
across from Victoria College. Judge Gregory. it
seems. objected strongly to the Victoria College students’ practice of cutting across the boulevard in
front of his house as they walked up towards Craigdarroch Castle. Eventually. in anger. he phoned Dr.
Paul to lodge a complaint against the college students.
DR. PAUL: Are you phoning in your capacity as
a judge of the Supreme Court of British Columbia or in your capacity as a private citizen?
JUDGE GREGORY: Naturally. I am phoning
as a private citizen.
DR. PAUL: Then, as a private citizen. sir... .
you can go to hell!

It was perhaps the same Judge Gregory who was
Dr. Paul’s victim in a famous duel of epigrams. This
antagonist had become furious with some inflexibility on the part of Dr. Paul. and was fulminating

against academics in general: “There is
anny.” he pronounced. “like the tyranny of
and gown!” Dr. Paul’s retort was a classic:
sir.” said Dr. Paul. “except the tyranny of
and... b-bells!”

no tyrthe cap
“None.
the cap

In 1924 Edward Paul became Dr. Paul. as he received an
honorary LL.D. degree from his old alma mater of Aberdeen. He was now 74.

Though

anecdotes

like these

may

give

the

impression of asperity. Edward Paul was, in fact. an

unusually kind and warmhearted man. Many tributes of honour and affection came his way in later
years. including a second honorary LL.D., from
UBC in 1932. Probably none pleased him more
than the presentation by the Victoria College
Alumni

Association

to

their

Alma

Mater

of a

bronze portrait bust of Edward Paul — still to be
seen in the lobby of the Paul Building on Foul Bay
Road. now the administrative centre of the Greater
Victoria School Board. The bust had been executed
by his old student Earl (“Bunny”) Clarke (for years

the teacher of art at Victoria High). and was presented at a ceremony in the Victoria High School
library on April 18. 1931. Among well-wishers and
dignitaries present that day was another old friend
of Dr. Paul’s. General Sir Arthur Currie. Principal
of McGill University and Commander-in-Chief of
the Canadian Forces in France during World War
I. In unveiling the bust. Sir Arthur recalled that he

himself had been a student at Victoria High some
thirty-seven years before. and had taught at Boys’
Central on the School Reserve; he dwelt upon the
warm

association

between

Victoria

and

McGill.

and paid high tribute to his lifelong friend:
Dr. Paul is first of all a scholar. The more one is
associated with the higher education. the more
one values that attribute in the men who are
engaged in the profession of teaching. And after
that comes the capacity to teach. and in that nothing counts more than human sympathy and tolerance. particularly human sympathy. Dr. Paul is a
great scholar. a great teacher. a man full of love
of his fellow men and sympathy with all their

trials. To me it is a great privilege to participate in
this ceremony.
Turning to Dr. Paul. he added: “This is a tribute
from the hearts of people who love you very
dearly.” Although profoundly moved by the occasion, the 81-year-old Dr. Paul was able to deliver a
gracious speech of thanks, which included touches
of his characteristic wit: “I am very proud that this

work was executed by my friend. Earl Clarke. who
took infinite pains to make a good job of a bad subject.”
After a prolonged struggle with arthritis, Edward
Paul died in Victoria on December 10, 1937. in his
88th

year.

An

ardent

supporter

of Freemasonry

(and a former Grand Master for British Columbia
in 1911). he was buried with full Masonic honours.
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STREET

THE THIRD

VICTORIA

HIGH

Although it was less than twenty years old, the 1882
Victoria High could be described by Principal Paul.
in his Report for
inadequate school

1900/01. as “one of the most
buildings in the Province.” It

had always been somewhat ludicrous to try to run a
high school that was sandwiched between two sections of an elementary school.
Therefore it was a joyous day. on October 3. 1901,

SCHOOL
when the cornerstone was laid for the third Victoria
High School — the first separate building constructed for secondary education in Victoria. The
building site was at the upper (eastern) end of the

School Reserve. midway between Fort
Streets, with the main entrance facing
Road. The new school was designed by
Rattenbury. architect of the Provincial

and Yates
Fernwood
Mr. F. M.
Parliament

Students face a photographer on Fort Street, near Fernwood. as they pose before the brand-new Victoria High School at the
start of the 1902 term.

Another very early view of the 1902 Victoria High School,
looking towards the east entrance that faced Fernwood
Road.

Buildings and the Empress Hotel. The original tender was for $21,000, a hefty sum to contemplate.
Modifications in the plans brought the ultimate
price to around $40,000. and city taxpayers
groaned. A gala official opening was held on September 12. 1902.
A brick-by-brick description of the new VHS
may be found in the Victoria Daily Colonist for Saturday,

August

17,

1902

(page

8). The

writer

is

enthusiastic about some features of the building:
The class rooms are models of what such apartments should be — high ceilings. large windows,
and ample ventilation. The seating of the pupils
too will be in conformity with the dictates of
modern ideas, and there will be no such thing as
sitting at the desks with the glare from the windows constantly in the scholars’ eyes... .
The assembly room, which is a unique feature
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of the building, is a very large apartment, taking
up the entire westerly portion of the second story.
It therefore has windows on three sides, and as
these overlook the city and the Straits beyond
and command a fine view of the Olympian
mountains in the distance, the students at this
institution will not have far to go to seek

inspiration.

On the other hand, the Colonist has mixed feelings about one particular innovation in the technical design:
Ventilation has been given the most careful
study throughout the building. and that adopted
by the architect, Mr. F. M. Rattenbury, is what
might be called the natural method of ventilation
— the means are provided and nature does the
rest. In no portion of the building has this feature
received more attention than in the assembly
room, for arranged along its walls are no less than
12 air intakes, each of considerable size, and all
doing good work as shown by the steady flow of

air rendered apparent by a lighted match held in
their proximity. In the roof are two large ventilators, each provided with a patent corol — an ingenious. yet simple contrivance by means of which
the upward air current from the room is

increased. the stronger the wind outside blows:
and it may be presumed that as a rule there being
no lack of wind in these parts. there is not likely
to be a lack of ventilation in
building. However on warm
there is little or no wind, it
recourse will have to be had

the new High school
summer days. when
is quite possible that
to open windows.

Another great drawback in connection with this
system is the hideous appearance the air intakes

give the walls — they looking for all the world like
wooden and exceedingly ugly letter boxes.
The writer praises the ample basement. with its
lavatories. bicycle racks and cloak rooms. all the
intelligent planning of City Superintendent Frank
Eaton. Regret is expressed at the disappearance.
probably for reasons of economy, of “the small

A classroom in the third Victoria High School, about 1913.
The teacher is A. G. “Caesar” Smith, S.J. Willis’ successor
as Principal.
tower which appeared in the first plan.” as well as
“sundry minarets at the gables.”
The final verdict is one of restrained approval:
The work has been carried out by Mr. T. Catterall, the contractor. in a careful and first class
manner, and the ratepayers of Victoria may rest
assured that so far as the material and workmanship put into the building goes. they have got
the very best for their money. While not making
any pretensions to beauty. the High school building is structurally at least all that it should be.
The third Victoria High suffered the fate of
almost instant obsolescence: for the coming decade
was one of soaring student enrolment. Still. this was

a noble home for the school for the twelve years
from 1902 to 1914. the brilliant and colourful era of
the McGill affiliation. The structure on Fort and
33.

Fernwood was a familiar one to many later Victorians, who knew it after 1914 as Girls’ Central or as
the main

East Building of Central Junior High.

The most dramatic chapter in the history of the
third Victoria High School building was the famous
demolition controversy, an issue that sparked and
sputtered for almost seven years from 1946 to 1953.
Shortly after the end of World War II, in January
1946, the West Building of Central Junior High was

declared a fire-trap. This, of course. was Jessop’s old
Public School that included the 1882 Victoria High.

In March of 1946, elegant plans were unveiled for a
new Junior High that would preserve and
incorporate as its nucleus the existing East Building
(the 1902 VHS). In April 1947 a new school model
was revealed:

mysteriously

and

now

vanished.

the existing building had

Concern

to save

provided

act in the drama included a noisy public meeting at
which School Trustee Richard Reeves tried to reassure sceptical citizens: “I’m Dick Reeves. not Dicktator.”

The inevitable demolition contract was awarded
on February 17. 1953: and the bricks of the third
Victoria High were soon tumbling to the ground.
Only the cornerstone was preserved. and may be
seen today at the Fernwood entrance of Central
Junior Secondary. By an ironic twist. the original
“fire-trap” — the ancient West Building that went
back to 1876 — enjoyed a one-year reprieve: for it
had to be preserved as accommodation for the Junior High students while the new building was under
construction on the site to the east.

the old

school did not mobilize until the final winter of
1952-53, and was motivated more by considerations
of economy than of historic sentiment. However the

dispute was a heated one. and

daily copy for Victoria’s two newspapers. The final

almost

Not even the prestige of architect F. M. Rattenbury could
save the 1902 Victoria High. In 1953 the familiar landmark, by then a part of Central Junior High School, was
demolished to make room for the new Central Junior Secondary that now occupies the site.

THE CAMOSUN
Just before Christmas 1905. the students of Victoria

The Camosun went through many changes before

College and High School published volume I. num-

it acquired its present annual format in 1928. In the
two-year period from 1910 to 1912. it was stepped

ber | ofa new monthly magazine. which they called
the Camosun:
The name Camosun

has

been selected from the

many suggested because it is not only sonorous.
distinctive and descriptive. but historic. It is the
old Indian name for “The Gorge.” which is one

of the prettiest places in the vicinity of Victoria,
and means the “cut” that joins the upper waters
with those of the arm. Also as Fort Camosun it
was the foundation of the present city of Victoria.

Editor George C. Irving brought out six issues in
the 1905/06 year. with a balanced emph
on
school news. sports. and “society.” The magazine
always included some serious literary content: three
of the numbers that first year featured mature
essays by Chinese student Peter Hing. Although a
March 1906 editorial deplored the lack of school
spirit (a timeless cry), we get the impression of a
lively school. made even livelier by the new publication.

up to ten issues a year and published as a large
gl
journal. From 1912 to 1920 it took the form of

a slim and elegant magazine produced seven times
a year. from

1915 onward

with

a climactic

May

“Matriculation” number. From 1920 to 1926, the
frequency dropped to three issues. and in 1926/27 it
was further reduced to two. From June 1928 to the
present

day.

the

Camosun

has

been

printed

annually. though in 1931 the depression economy
forced students to produce it entirely within the
school, using a mimeograph process.
The post of Camosun editor was one of some
prestige. and it attracted able. literate students. In
the McGill era editors included Cuthbert Holmes,
Harold Beckwith. D. Marshall Gordon. and John
C. Stevenson. After World War I. there were many
now-familiar names on the masthead:

Bruce Hut-

chison, already building editorial confidence with
the help of associates Hazel McConnell

(Hodson)
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HAZEL
McCONNELL

and Roy Daniells: Ernest J. Knapton. a future
Rhodes scholar and professional historian; Ursula
Edwards (Jupp). a successful writer today: Douglas

E. Smith. for years a mainstay of the VHS teaching
staff; Maxwell Maynard. a university English professor: Dick Diespecker. an accomplished poet and
author. and a pioneer in radio management. This
was obviously one extra-curricular activity that tended to have positive results!
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THE CLASS

In the quiet decades

PICNIC

of the late Victorian

and

VHS Class Picnic at Curtis Point, 1903. Back row

L-R:

at Victoria

May Clark, Jack Gibson, Clifford Rogers, Elizabeth
Saunders, Kate Pottinger. Middle Row. Ellen Ohlson,

High was the class picnic. The photograph above.
dating from 1903. shows Miss Rosalind Watson and
her class enjoying a civilized picnic at Curtis Point.

Frank, Imogene Cox, Lily Cummings, Jo Wollaston,

At least once every spring.

Watson (teacher),

Edwardian

eras,

a favourite

pastime

it was

the custom

to

travel by streetcar to the Gorge or Esquimalt. or
even to take the E&N

train to Goldstream.

In an

age before the automobile. these outings must have
been splendidly idyllic. As we read accounts of picnics and excursions in the pages

of the Camosun, we

may yearn for a vanished age of innocence. when
even the disasters sound appealing:

June 1908, p. 10:
On Saturday. May the twenty-third, a most
pleasant and adventurous picnic was held at the
Gorge by the pupils of Division VII. The merry
party. consisting of two teachers and thirty-two
pupils. left the Point Ellice boat-house at ten a.m.

Maud Field, Louise Carter, Marian Camp, Effie Henderson,

Dorothy

Beanlands.

Front

row:

Nina

Walls,

May

Grace Carlyon, Margaret Hart, Katie Michael, Rosalind
Winnie Harris,

Matilda

Gaerdes.

in a very large row-boat. No mishap occurred till
the Gorge bridge was reached. It was then found
that a large scow had broken away from its moorings and lay across the rapids. After a great deal
of discussion it was decided that everybody
should disembark and pull the boat through the
Gorge by means of the painter. The party then
proceeded and after the boat had grounded five
or six times. they reached the picnic grounds at a
spot a little beyond the Four-Mile house.
After tea more games were played and a bonfire was lighted on the beach. Then someone suggested “going home.” Of course everyone ran
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down to the shore to see the boat and it was found
that the tide had receded far below the level of
the boat.
So the remaining pupils. six boys excepted.
and the two teachers began to walk to the Gorge.
a distance of three miles. What a walk that was.
Pitch dark. pouring rain. the only light a small
lantern, torn skirts. wet boots. bruised legs:
tumbling and climbing. laughing and crying. and
at every step that was taken the guide and lantern-bearer said: “Courage. my children. only
one hundred yards more to the road.” When the
road was reached the guide left and about a mile
and a half was walked in the dark and rain, until
the party came upon the car track.
The gallant youths who stayed with the boat
reached the boat-house at eleven p.m. and were
received with open arms by the boat-keeper who
had despaired of ever seeing his boat again.
June

1909. p. 12-14:

Saturday, May 8th will go down in V.H.S.
records as the date of an exceedingly pleasant
picnic given by Div. V at Beacon Point. Esquimalt Harbor.
An early morning start was made from Government street and. before long. the melodious
tones of pleasant discord had announced our
arrival at the naval base.
Everybody seemed glad to see us. especially so
the boatman. who. with the assistance of his
“Gentle Annie.” quickly transported all and sundry to the point where the day was to be spent.
In a most delightful spot the groaning baskets
were laid down and preparations made for the
investigation of their contents by the experimental method. To the same end. a large fire of drift
wood was kindled on the beach. and soon the
odor of good coffee was competing with that of
the wild flowers for the attention of the company.
The story of the delights which those baskets
yielded is rather beyond this feeble pen....
The afternoon was spent in playing good old
fashioned games. in boating. sleeping and wishing for supper time. This latter was particularly
prevalent among the boys.
some of whom hovered about the “cache.” using big sticks to keep
the squirrels and crows from taking possession.
Indeed. a couple of boys assert that a squirrel carried away a quart of lemon juice. bottle and
allies
Supper was a great success. in spite of the rain
which fell from time to time.
A short toast was honored and finally a motion
of thanks to Miss Cann. for her untiring efforts
38

toward the success of the event. was passed unanimously.
Sad to say. the tradition of the class picnic seems

to have faded in the years prior to World War I. But
one still hears occasionally of hikes and other rambles. In the Camosun

for December

1916 we find

this entry: “On Saturday. November 18th. the gods
and goddesses of Olympus. accompanied by Mr. H.
Smith. went on a ‘hike’ to Cedar Hill. The weather
was somewhat dull. but in his celestial presence all

was sunshine.” Despite a discrepancy in the season,
it was probably this very hike that was recalled by

Agnes Carne Tate in a reminiscence printed in the
Daily Colonist on Sunday. May 28, 1961:
Harry Smith was also a young teacher at the
new high school. One spring day someone suggested that the class go for a hike to the top of
Cedar Hill, as Mount Douglas was then called.
and Mr. Smith agreed to go along as supervisor.
Those of us who wanted to go — some five or six
girls and eight or nine boys — gathered at the
high school one Saturday morning. and walked
out by way of Shelbourne Street. which was new
then. The boys stopped at the last store on the
way and bought some pop. Thermos bottles
weren't in use then. We climbed the hill by a
rough trail. and after spending a few minutes
admiring the view and getting our breath back,
started a game of run-sheep-run. After we had
chased madly around the mountain top for
awhile, the boys lit a fire so we wouldn’t get
chilled while we were eating our lunch. Unfortunately. they lit it too close to the pop bottles
which all blew their tops in protest. so we had to
eat our lunch dry.
After lunch, we played “drop the handkerchief.” This may seem a childish game for high
school students to be playing. but we were playing it on extremely rough and rocky ground. and
close to the edge of the mountain top. After a few
rounds. Mr. Smith dropped the handkerchief
behind me and we had to pass on the edge of the
cliff. I dodged. he dodged. we both dodged back
again. then collided with a force that nearly
bowled us over and he got back first. Needless to
say. I dropped the handkerchief where I wouldn’t
have to pass anyone near the edge... .
On the way home even our football heroes
began to feel tired and to drag their feet. Edith

and I. who were used to hiking. told them they
were a bunch of
sissies. Before we got home. I
had a blister the size of a 50-cent piece on my
heel. but didn’t dare limp after all the rude
remarks I had been making to the boys.

SAMUEL J. WILLIS:
A SCHOLARLY ADMINISTRATOR
Over the past quarter century. thousands of young
students have come up to Victoria High through
S. J. Willis Junior Secondary (opened in October

his MacLean’s Method of Handwriting. scourge of
many a non-conformist schoolchild yet unborn.

1950). S. J. Willis’ name has thus become a byword

included Island émigrés John S. Gordon and John

in the city of Victoria: but one wonders how many
Victorians appreciate the scope and quality of his
contribution to the Province. For eight crucial

D. Gillis (who had been Principal of Boys’ Central).

years, from 1908 to 1916. he was Principal of Victoria High School and College: he was briefly Associate Professor of Classics at UBC and Principal of
King Edward High School in Vancouver: and for 26
years from

1919 until

Department

And
yet
who
Vic
the
son,

of Education

school

inspectors

Sam Willis himself brought to Victoria High
another Charlottetown native. Harry Smith,
would be one of his successors as Principal of
High. Small wonder, then, that P.E.I. became
butt of academic jibes. Dr. Alexander Robina mere New Brunswicker trying to compete in

1945 he was Superintendent

of Education for the Province of British Columbia
(and Deputy Minister from 1928 to 1945). Even
after his retirement he continued to serve the cause
of education as Chairman of the Victoria College

S. J. WILLIS

Council (a post he held at his death on April 24.

1947). This was a man whom Education Minister G.
M. Weir described as “an outstanding teacher and
an unsurpassed administrator.” Dr. Weir’s tribute
deserves quotation:
He had a quiet reserve of strength that inspired
confidence in his subordinates and all with whom
he was associated. His zeal for educational
improvement as deputy minister left the imprint
of his personality and vision on the school system
of British Columbia to a greater extent than that
of any other educationist who has served the
Province since its formation in 1871. No teacher

was ever held in higher esteem. (Victoria Daily
Colonist, April 25.

1947)

Samuel John Willis first came to Victoria at the
turn of the century, as part of an invading army of
Prince Edward Islanders. who virtually controlled
education in British Columbia for several decades.
George

E. Robinson

was

Principal of Vancouver

High, and later Dean of McGill University College
of B.C. Lemuel F. Robertson. a brilliant classical
colleague of Sam Willis’ at McGill. was another
dominant force in Vancouver. Most elementary
schools in Victoria — so it seemed — were led by
Campbells from Charlottetown: Ernest at Sir James
Douglas. his brother John M. at North Ward. and
Allison (not related) at South Park. Over at George
Jay. Spud Islander Henry B. MacLean was devising
39

The staff
of McGill University College of British Columbia
at Victoria. Back row L-R: Percy H. Elliott, MSc.,

Lec-

turer in Science; Alexander Smith, M.A., Lecturer in Hi
tory; E. Howard Russell, B.A., Professor of Mathematic

Front row: Miss Jeanette A. Cann, Lecturer in English:
Samuel J. Willis, B.A., Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
Professor
of Classics; Miss Edna Henry, M.A., Lecturer
in

Modern Languages.

B.C. education against unequal odds. scornfully
dismissed these Islanders as “men from the land of
musty oats and spavined horses.”
Samuel Willis was born in Kingston, P.E.I.. on
July 28, 1877. His education followed the typical

progression: public school. Prince of Wales College
in Charlottetown, and McGill University. from
which he received his B.A. in 1900. with First Rank
Honours in Classics. At once he set out across the

continent to accept a teaching post in Victoria’s
Boys’ Central School. With his academic record. he
was inevitably promoted within the year to the High
School, at which he taught classics and mathematics
from 1901 to 1916. Another colleague on the fivemember staff in 1901 was Rosalind Watson. who
had been McGill gold medalist in 1895 (when she
40

received her B.A. with First Rank Honours in Natural Science). No doubt the presence on staff of Miss
Watson and Mr. Willis did much to persuade
McGill authorities to accept the tiny high school as
an affiliated college.
Although he was Principal for the relatively short
period of eight years. S. J. Willis
was one of the key
figures in the school’s history. This was a period of
burgeoning growth. when student enrolment soared
from 256 (in 1907/08) to 703 (in 1915/16). requiring

an increase in teaching staff from 10 to 23. These
same years involved the Principal heavily in the
detailed planning ofa new high school building. to
replace the outmoded accommodation on the Yates
Street site. Only a cool and competent administrator would have been able to cope with the varied
problems of the job: Samuel Willis actually managed to improve the academic quality of the
institution and to lay the foundations of the modern
Victoria High School.
In an age when the Principal was the prime
mover in the recruitment of staff. he could be fairly
judged by the new appointments that he made.
Samuel Willis sought humane scholars. Four of his

Jean Robinson, who led all Canada in

Classmates at

Victoria High School and

1908 McGill exams.

College,

Hamilton

Mary

(above) and Alice

Corry (right) both returned to teach at VHS after
graduation from McGill.

appointees went on eventually to distinguished university careers: Percy H. Elliott. Frederic G. C.
Wood. J. Thorlief Larsen. and Leonard Richardson. Three more became high school principals:
and Henry L.
Henry P. Hope. Gordon Downes.
Smith. Most of the others became beloved
mainstays of the VHS staff. fine teachers like Earl
Clarke, Adele Macleod. E. W. Hamilton Smith.
James Armstrong. Mary W. Hamilton, and Thomas

W. Cornett. One of his last appointees. Ira Dilworth. was to enjoy distinction in a variety of
careers.
When Mr. Willis succeeded E. B. Paul as Principal. at the beginning of the 1908/09 academic year.
the combined institution known as Victoria High
School and College was still affiliated directly with
McGill. In the fall of 1908 a new administrative
arrangement went into effect, so that Victoria Col-

lege work was taken over by “The Royal Institution
for the Advancement of Learning in British Columbia” (a McGill affiliate centred in Vancouver). The

First and Second Year Arts section of the school
was now known officially as “McGill University
College of British Columbia

(Victoria).” of which

S. J. Willis was Dean and Professor of Classics. In
practice. the name “Victoria College” continued to
be used: and Principal Willis and his staff continued to teach in their dual roles as college and high

school instructors. To some extent, Victoria was
now expected to report to McGill through the Vancouver office — a procedure that must have caused

resentment — but documents carefully saved and
filed by the meticulous Mr. Willis prove that he still
had much direct communication with Montreal.
Regardless

of administrative

structures.

the

McGill link was having a dramatic effect on the
standards of education in Victoria. As early as 1905,
VHS had scored its first academic triumph. as matriculating student Kathleen Cockrell ranked second
in all of Canada on the McGill examination list.
The following year. First Year Arts student Jeffree
A. Cunningham

(later the

founder

of biological

studies at the University of Victoria) led all McGill
in English language and literature. In 1908 —
Edward Paul’s last year as Principal — Victoria
High student Jean Robinson headed the entire
Dominion in the McGill matriculation class. During Samuel Willis’ years. similar results became
almost commonplace. In 1909, for example, Victoria First Year Arts students Mary Hamilton and

Marsh Gordon ranked first and second in Latin, in

competition against other McGill students on the
Montreal campus and in Vancouver: and Miss

Hamilton also ranked first in French and geometry.
In 1912, eight out of the first nine Latinists in Second Year were Willis’ own Victoria candidates. In
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view of McGill’s international reputation in those
years, such accomplishments were most impressive.
For those Victoria students who went east to

Montreal to complete their university degrees. academic honours were now predictable. In 1910 Fred-

eric Wood obtained First Rank Honours in English
and the Shakspere Gold Medal. while Cecilia
Green was close behind. The following year Henry

Angus and Joseph Clearihue tied for First Rank in
Economics

and

Political Science. as Nelson

King

was Chapman Gold Medalist in Classics. In 1914
and 1915, four of Jeanette Cann’s English students
graduated with highest honours in English language

and

literature:

Caroline

Burridge.

Norah

Hewlings. Ira Dilworth. and Kathleen O’Meara.
Apart from their effect on local Victoria pride.
these achievements were significant in at least two
different ways. First, it can be observed that the out-

standing McGill graduates returned. in almost
every case, to teach in the public education system
of British Columbia — as likely as not. at Victoria

High. For the first time in the Province’s brief
history. British Columbia natives were
appointed regularly to senior teaching jobs.
ond effect was also being felt. though it is
gauge. Prior to the McGill affiliation. high
graduates had been looking to California or

being
A sechard to
school
even to

England for their further education. Now. in the
decade before World War I, there was a greater

sense of belonging to a Canadian academic community, and Montreal was viewed as the natural
goal of any boy or girl bent on higher training.
The Willis years were a time of academic progress and development: but this was also a formative
period in many other ways. A full athletic program.
for both boys and girls. was now in effect — rugby.
basketball. field hockey. baseball. ice hockey.

humanity. who would take infinite pains. for
example,- to help a student whose financial or
domestic circumstances threatened to interrupt an

education. The gentler side of Samuel Willis can
certainly be seen by reading the Victoria High
detention book for his years as Principal. In the tradition of the day. innumerable student offenders
found their way to his office; but the vast majority
seem to have been sent away with a sympathetic
reprimand and the acceptance of an apology.
Two events combined to bring to an end the
splendid years of Samuel Willis and VHS McGill.

One, of course. was the outbreak of World War I,
only four months after the school had settled into its
fine new quarters. As students and staff rushed to
enlist, the quiet and orderly world of Victoria High
was severely shaken. Even more disruptive. if possible, was the opening of the University of British
Columbia one year later. To the chagrin of S. J.
Willis and E. B. Paul (now Municipal Inspector for
Victoria). the school lost not only its McGill affilia-

tion but also its right to offer any college-level work
at all. Disappointed staff members resigned to
accept appointments at UBC (though Percy Elliott
and Howard Russell would return to Victoria four
years later). In the spring of 1916, the School Board

had to accept the inevitable, as Samuel Willis himself yielded to the lure of a UBC offer.
An era had ended. Victoria High School was a
long way from collapse, for it still possessed the
nucleus of a powerful teaching staff. However it
would be at least a decade until the school again
enjoyed such authoritative leadership and stability.
Samuel Willis was only 39 years of age when he
left Victoria High. In the years ahead he would be
honoured with LL.D. degrees from both McGill
(1921) and

UBC

(1946).

He would

become

presi-

Under the guidance of creative teachers like Jea-

dent and honorary life member of the Canadian

nette Cann and Frederic Wood. extra-curricular
activity was blossoming in drama and debating.
Howard Russell was launching the first VHS

Education

orchestra. And the Camosun, a school paper begun

Association.

For

all

his

later accom-

plishments in the wider sphere of public service. no
work had greater impact on human lives or on the
community than his sixteen years at VHS.

in 1905, was now a well-written and well-produced
journal of up to ten issues a year.

As the school

increased

in size. the Principal

inevitably became a somewhat more remote figure.
In retrospect, many of his former students tend to

view Samuel Willis as a rather stern and austere figure — a fine scholar and teacher, but a somewhat
distant human being. Those who knew him best
insist that this view is wrong: Mr. Willis. in their

judgement. was a man of great compassion
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and

Opposite: The Arts 1911 class at McGill included five VHS

graduates; Harold Beckwith, Henry Angus, Rena Chan-

dler, Joseph Clearihue, and A. Nelson King. Both Clearihue and King became Rhodes Scholars.
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THE DETENTION

BOOK

The Archives of Victoria High School include a
detailed record of delinquencies and detentions. all
noted either in the flamboyant hand of E. B. Paul or
in the more neat and classical penmanship of S. J.
Willis. Some of Victoria’s most proper senior citizens would blush to find themselves immortalized
in these pages. Fortunately for their reputations.
many of the offences now seem curiously unreal —
impertinence, scuffling. horse-play.
Here are a few random examples of misdemeanours that might have caused you to visit
Principal Willis’ office:
Mar.

17, 1911:

“Cameron, Wm. ... reported by
Mr. Strachan for yawning in
class.”

Apr. 7, 1911:

“Charles French . . . was reported
by Mr. Strachan for throwing
paper-bullet around room.”

Feb.

29,

1912:

“Lamphere...
Larsen

for

THE PIONEER
TEACHING STAFF

Rosalind Watson
(Mrs. Henry Esson
Young), VHS 18971904

reported by Mr.
Grammar

&

Ivanhoe.”
Sept. 15,1914:

Jan. 22,

Feb.

1915:

19, 1915:

“Miss Joy Sprinkling ... was
reported by Mr. Maxwell for
laughing. She says that she was
not laughing at anything in particular.”
“Gropp... was reported by Mr.
Richardson for making an
unusual noise with his voice
when answering a question.”
“Fred P. Fatt... was reported by
Miss A. Macleod for coming to
school with a ‘loud’ tie on.”

The most exotic offence was noted on Feb. 22,
1911, when five boys were reported by several
indignant teachers for bringing Japanese snuff to
school and blowing it about in the classroom. “No
one owned up to it till they were told that they
would be detained one hour each afternoon. Then
Steele came forward and was willing to take the
whole responsibility. Sometime after the others
came out. Clarke was responsible and was threshed
for it. Henderson said that his teachers were partly
to blame. He was reprimanded for this. .. .”

Jeanette A. Cann,
VHS

1904-1920

Because of its colonial origins and its link with the
Royal Navy, the city of Victoria has often been
caricatured as a terribly British town — a role that
has been fostered and promoted in recent decades
by tacky tourism and slogans like “a little bit of olde
England.” But historical evidence suggests that the
1858 gold rush made the saloon, not the salon, the
dominant symbol of the community; and for the
next half century Victoria was a hard-drinking,

brawling, frontier city, whose accents were distinctly
One
origins
1914,

North American.
may draw some conclusions from the ethnic
of the Vic High teaching staff. From 1876 to
49 teachers were appointed to the High

School, of whom 39 possessed university degrees
(and thus a fairly reliable index of national background). Only 4 of the 39 were English, and only
two of these stayed more than a year. Fully 29 of the
staff had Canadian degrees, with McGill showing
the best representation (7) and Acadia and Queen’s
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was a more dynamic figure. Although his name was
given later to the trophy that is still the symbol of
high school rugby superiority in the city, he was not

house); he was for many years the musical director
and conductor of the Arion Club, a large and excellent ensemble of male singers; he was founder and
conductor of the Victoria High School Orchestra:
and. in his brief years on staff at the University of
British Columbia, he was founder of the UBC
Musical Society. Some students called him “Sissy”
Russell, probably because he was a rather prim
bachelor, but also because he wore his hair in an
unusual pompadour fashion. Others remember him
as “Bonus” Russell (from the “bonus,-a,-um” of the
Latin that he also taught). Howard Russell taught
continuously at Victoria High from 1895 to 1915,
when he moved to UBC. In 1920 he returned to
teach under E. B. Paul at the revived Victoria College, but died at an untimely age in August 1926.
Other strong personalities included Miss Rosalind Watson (later Mrs. Henry Esson Young,
LL.D.), who made an enormous impact in her
seven years on staff and is remembered especially
for her enthusiastic teaching of English: Miss Jea-

particularly inclined to athletics. Apart from math-

nette Cann (1904-1920), Rosalind Watson’s succes-

ematics. the great love of his life was music. He
served as organist and choirmaster at the old Christ

drama, debating, and athletics; F. G. C. (“Freddy”)

next

in

order

(both

with

6).

The

list of 39

was

rounded out with 5 Scots and | Irishman. Therefore
it is obvious that Victoria High School was, from the
start, a basically Canadian institution. Though
there was never any anglophobia — and, on the contrary. a deep loyalty to Britain in time of crisis — the
prevailing attitudes and voices of the school were
indigenous Canadian.
Those who attended Victoria High in the years
prior to World War I may recall some of the longterm staff members. Albert J. Pineo, a Baptist from
Acadia (who eventually left teaching to enter the

ministry), was a kindly
moustache.

He

never

little man

seemed

very

with
happy

a black
in his

teaching of chemistry and botany; he is remembered for his habit of noting, with quiet seriousness,
that “someone is speaking in an audible tone.”
Howard

Russell, a mathematician from Queen’s

Church Cathedral (on the site of the present CourtConductor E. H. Russell stands behind his VHS Orches-

tra, in its inaugural 1914/15 year. L-R: R. Newitt, D.
Davis, R. Todd, C. Laundy, A. Luney, Miss N. Lewis, Mi
C. Shaw, Miss D. Geoghegan, Miss M. Burridge, Miss I.
Gordon, R. Parfitt, Miss A. Grubb, Miss H. Mallagh, H.
Chan, F. Small.

sor as teacher of English and an active booster of
Wood. a VHS graduate who returned to teach English in the years 1910 to 1914, sharing extra-curricular interests parallel to those of Miss Cann; Percy H.
Elliott, a brilliant young scientist who would
become principal of Victoria College; and Edna
Henry. an outstanding teacher of French.

VHS

Hockey

Team,

Though

npt

an

Howard

Russell

active

1913/14.

athlete,

was honorary

president of the 1913/14 hockey
team. Top row L-R: A. Straith,

forward; F. Kerr, point; S. Yuill.
cover point: H. Bunt, centre;
S. Newitt, left wing. Sittin

ES

Clark (captain), rover; E. H. Rus-

sell, R. Wallis, right wing. Front:

C. Floyd, goal.

F.G. C. “Freddy” Wood was a man

who was always
School activity.
Henry Hope he
Victoria College

in the thick of any
With fellow-teacher
joined the 1911/12
Field Hockey team,

shown here. Back row L-R: Emsley

Yeo, Prosser Hamilton, Bob Fort,
Carleton Hanington; Middle row:

George Norris, Harry Robinson, W.
Harrison, Billy Ross, Henry Sivertz:
Front row: Jack Dowler, F. G. C.
Wood, S. J. Willis, H. P. Hope, Vernon Stevens.
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THE FIRST MATRIC

PLAY

i
3

The 1906 matric play, Oliver Goldsmith’s She Stoops to Conquer. L-R: Margaret Driver, Ernest Spragge, Harold Beckwith, George Irving, unidentified, Cecilia Green, Bessie Coates, Stanley Okell, Olive Grant, Harrison Rogers.

Although there had been occasional dramatic
experiments at Victoria College and High School —
including a 1904 skit called “Le Voyage de Monsieur Perrichon” starring Clifford Rogers. Sara
Spencer. Kate Pottinger. Joe Clearihue. and
Freddy Wood — the first of the traditional matric
plays seems to have been the 1906 production of
“She Stoops to Conquer.” The Camosun for April
1906 reports. “The members of the matriculation
class have formed a Dramatic Society. Their first
play will be Goldsmith’s well known comedy, ‘She
Stoops to Conquer’.”
spirited review:

In the June issue. there is a

On Friday evening the Victoria College Dramatic Society under the able leadership of Miss
Cann. presented Goldsmith’s comedy. “She
Stoops to Conquer.”

scenery.

and

It was a great success. The

costumes

dainty

and

quaint.

received special attention. Harrison Rogers. who

took the parts of Sir Charles Marlow and Sting

very creditably. was responsible for the former.
and is to be congratulated on the result of his
hard work. Miss Cecilia Green was a very pretty
Kate

Hardcastle,

Miss

Bessie

Coates

a sweet

Constance Neville: Miss Driver, who acted the
part of Mrs. Hardcastle, was very good. as was

[Harold] Beckwith. who took the part of Tony
Lumpkin. The clever acting of Miss Driver and
Beckwith in the garden scene brought down the
house. George Irving sustained the part of the
shy and diffident lover to the life. and Stanley
Okell as his friend Hastings. was handsome and
dashing...”
When interviewed in the fall of 1975. the amazing Major Stanley Okell — a virile 87 — not only
remembered the production but actually still knew
his lines! It was a miraculous leap through 70 years
of time to hear him declaim. with youthful
intensity:

“My

dearest

Constance.

why

will you

deliberate thus? Let us fly, my charmer.”
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AN ATHLETIC

TRADITION

IS BORN

From its early years, Victoria High School had provided good playgrounds and basic equipment for
recreational athletics. At least one teacher, Rhynvis
Offerhaus, had been an enthusiastic sportsman and
weekend rugby player; he is listed as a forward for
the Victoria Militia team in a game between Militia
and Civilians on March 25, 1882. However, it was
not until the 1890’s that the school became large
enough to field competitive senior teams, and it was
apparently not until after the turn of the century
that there was any regular program of physical
training at the high school level. But Victoria High
won an early reputation as a school of outstanding
athletes.

One of the students who entered VHS in 1893 was
a clever boy of 13 named Bernhard P. “Bernie”
Schwengers. who had been born in Ainsley, England, but had moved to Victoria with his family at
the age of four. Bernie Schwengers excelled in
sports when he was at Victoria High, soon becoming the most prominent young athlete in the province. By the age of 15, he was playing soccer with
senior men, and was fullback on the Victoria West
B.C.

champions.

In

1898

(then

weighing

210

pounds!) he set a B.C. open record for the 100-yard
dash (10.2 seconds). In rugby, he was on the threequarter line of yet another provincial championship
Victoria team. He was a superb baseball player, and
in 1902 was offered an $8,000 major league contract

by the St. Louis Nationals, to play second base: he
turned down

the offer, firmly insisting, “I don’t

want to become a professional bum.”

Bernie also

excelled

cricket,

crosse,

in basketball,

wrestling,

golf, rowing,

billiards

— even

bridge

la-

and

chess! But his top achievements were in tennis, a
sport in which he reached high world ranking.
Totally dominating the B.C. tennis scene, Bernie
Schwengers was Pacific Northwest singles champion in 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, and 1913. He was
Canadian singles champion in 1911 and 1912, and
was the ace singles player on the Canadian Davis
Cup teams of 1913 and 1914, reaching the final
round of play in 1913. Bernie married Constance
Jay, daughter of School Board Chairman and Magistrate George Jay. and lived out his life in Victoria
as branch manager and director of the hardware
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Bernie Schwengers as he appeared in 1913, the year of his
Jinest tennis achievements.

ee ia —
VHS Hockey Club 1900/01.

The High School’s first field

hockey team, captained by May Tully (middle row, centre.
holding stick). Sponsoring teacher Miss Rosalind Watson
sits to her left.

McFeely & Prior Ltd. (*Mc &

firm of McLennan,

Mc”). The earliest of many Victoria High School

athletes now honoured by the B.C. Sports Hall of
Fame. and also a member of the Canadian Ama-

teur Athletic Hall of Fame. Bernie Schwengers typ-

ifies a breed of versatile all-round sportsman that
has thrived in Victoria.
Thanks to the energetic Miss Rosalind Watson.
the women were not being overshadowed in Vic

High’s

athletic

either

as “grass

life.

Field

hockey”

hockey

(known

or “turf

hockey”)

then

was

organized in 1900: and it has been claimed that the
Victoria High School team of 1900/1901 was the
earliest women’s field hockey team in Canada. The

captain of this pioneer team was every bit as notable
as Bernie Schwengers. She was the remarkable May
Tully. a Nanaimo native who must qualify as one of
the great VHS heroines. Although May was captain
of the hockey team for two years running. she still

ca

had the time and talent to earn the silver medal as
top academic student for 1901/02. After two years
of very successful study at McGill. May Tully was
catapulted into a theatrical career on the advice ofa
prominent actress whom she met in Montreal. This
was no sudden impulse: May had been stage-struck
since her childhood, and was a brilliant elocutionist
at Victoria High. Her later career embraced both
vaudeville and the legitimate stage. The Camosun
for December 10, 1910 reported that she was then
appearing opposite baseball immortal Christy
Mathewson on Broadway. at Hammerstein’s Victoria Theatre. in a successful act entitled “Curves”
— obviously a very athletic production! Miss Tully
soon began to experiment as a playwright. and successes in this field took her eventually to Hollywood. where she became a scenario writer and
producer of motion pictures. On March 9. 1924,
May Tully died in New York at the age of 39. In
1928 a group of her friends perpetuated her name
by presenting the “May Tully Shield” for high
After 47 years of
school girls’ hockey in Victc
competition. the shield is now a venerable and historic trophy.
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In 1905 there was inaugurated a series of annual
competitions for B.C. high school supremacy in
three sports — boys’ rugby and basketball. and girls’
grass hockey. At first. for all practical purposes.
these were contests between Victoria High School
and Vancouver (King Edward) High: but other
schools became represented as the province’s population grew. The Thomson Stationery Company of
Vancouver put up handsome silver trophies. and
the “Thomson Cups” became the most coveted
awards in high school sport. In the 1910/1911 session, a girls’ basketball team was formed, with help
from Miss Jeanette Cann and some coaching from
sympathetic Vic High student Emsley “Buck” Yeo

teacher A. Perry (President), G. C. Irving (Vice-President);

(later a teacher

Middle row: N. Gowen (centre),

at the school).

Before

long,

the

McDonald Cup for girls’ basketball was added to
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the older Thomson
level.

Cup

sports at the provincial

In rugby. the Thomson Cup eluded the school in

the years prior to World War I. Boys’ basketball
was more successful. with B.C. championships
documented for 1907. 1908. and 1911. However it
was in girls’ hockey that VHS was most dominant.
winning the Thomson Cup seven times between

VHS

Boys’ Basketball Team,

1906/07.

Vic High’s first

B.C. championship basketball team, the Thomson

Cup

winners of 1906/07. Standing L-R: H. Dickie (Secretary),
V. Johnson (Captain), B.

Erb (forward); Front row: D. Campbell (guard), E. BrynJolfson (guard).

Captain of the first girls’ basketball team in 1910/11 was Grace Ryan, now
Grace Parlow. Mrs. Parlow can remember: “I had miles of hair: I could sit
on it. And of course it was done in braids around my head and then occa-

sionally we had it done in great huge rolls on top of our heads for something grand, you know. Miles of these great long rolls of hair on top and we

certainly did our hair in those days .... Yes, my hair was pure golden

colour.”

\
VHS Boys’ Basketball Team, 1907/08. A star on the 1908

B.C. champions was the 17-year-old Byron Ingemar John-

son, known always as “Boss” (from the Icelandic “Bjossi

=“Bjorn”). A great all-round athlete, he was later brieflya

professional lacrosse player.

“Boss” Johnson

served as

Premier of British Columbia from 1947 to 1952. Standing

L-R: B. Erb (Captain), B. Johnson (forward), A. Spencer
(centre), D. Campbell (guard): sitting: A. Carss (Treasurer), S.J. Willis (President), A. Erb (Secret:
front: R.
Green (guard).
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Opposite, above: The VHS girls’ hockey team visits Vancouver, 1901. Rosalind Watson stands at the right; Captain May Tully is seated, left-centre.
Opposite, below: Coyly posed on the photographer's car-

pet. the Thomson Cup champions of 1907/08 scarcely give
the appearance of a dreaded field hockey team.
Frances Grant, unidentified, unidentified. Norma

L-R:
Hall.

Olive Grant, Cecilia Green (Captain), Ada Schwengers

(Bernie’s

sister,

now

Mrs.

Helen Heyland, Alvina
Beattie, Jean Duncan.

Ada

McGeer),

Weiler,

Beatrice

Rene

Briggs,

Nason,

Beth

grass hockey came at last into the permanent custody of Victoria High School. and is now a treasured
trophy in the VHS

archives.

One of the rewards of high school team sport has
always been the joy of travel. Even before the time

of the Thomson Cup. teams occasionally ventured
outside Victoria. as we see from a delightful 1901
photograph of May Tully and her hockey comrades
in Vancouver. After inter-city competition became a
regular annual event. the most commégn practice
was a home-and-home

series for the final cham-

pionship.
1906 and 1914. under such fine captains as Flossie

When the travellers were young ladies, we can be

Spencer. Cecilia Green. and Kate Jackson. In the
last encounter of the pre-War era, Vancouver was

sure that proper decorum was observed. That may
not have been true in the case of the boys. For the
gay blades of Victoria. the CPR midnight boat

annihilated. as the Camosun for March
lantly reports:

1914 jubi-

always represented an escape route to new licence

Alas! sad is the story and woeful the account (for
Vancouver).

words

“Grass”

removed

and

“hockey”

are

two

forever from the vocabulary of

the Vancouver High school. The Victoria High
girls’ grass hockey team. just to show that as in
the past there has been some slight question as to
their superiority went out and, on Saturday, the
21st of February. 1914, defeated the girls of Vancouver High School fifteen (15) to nothing. In the
words of comedians.

“Good

Night.”

Appropriately enough, the Thomson Cup for girls’

and wild adventure. If the midnight voyagers were a
Victoria High School Thomson Cup rugby team.
dramatic

consequences

were

almost

guaranteed.

Principal S. J. Willis must have sighed when this letter landed on his desk one December morning in
The VHS Rugby Club, intermediate champions of Victoria
in 1907/08. Back row L-R: E. Brynjolfson, A. Boggs, E.
Spragge, J. McCarter, A. Spencer, F. Dinsdale, R. Green;
Middle row: P. Johnson, H. Cuthbert
Sweeney, E. B. Paul (President), B. Erb

Carss,

Holmes, W.
(Captain), A.

N. Gowen; Front: A. Erb, G. Chungranes.

<e
Baseball was one of the most popular sports in Edwardian
Victoria.

This 1906 team wore the “VC” emblem of Vic-

toria College, but almost all the boys were in the high
school program. During the McGill period, “VC” and
“VHS” were virtually interchangeable. Back row L-R: G.

C. Irving (Mgr. and Sec.), Valdemar “Johnny” Johnson

(3b), N. Gowen (2b), S. J. Willis (President); Middle row:

“Boss”

Johnson (If), Sedger (p), Nason (c, Capt.), Robson

(1b), B. Erb (ss): Front row: R. Green (cf), McInnes (rf).

1909: it had been relayed by City Superintendent E.
B. Paul from the CPR City Passenger Agent.
Apparently the culprits were indeed the VHS rugby
boys. although we may hope that the complaint was
exaggerated:
Mr. Byrom,
Port Steward
City.
Dear Sir.—
In the absence of Captain Troup I wish to register with you a complaint against the disgraceful
management on board the Princess Charlotte last
night.
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Thave been a Commercial Traveller in B.C. for
upwards of 19 years. visiting many mining and
railway construction camps and I have yet to hear
worse language and more rowdyism than continued for a great portion of the night 3rd-4th. My
wife was with me in my cabin, other ladies were
opposite and the language and row was a disgrace to a bawdy house. repeated calls on the bell
were no use till about 5:30 a.m.. when one of the
stewards appeared and suppressed the row. If the
Company are bound to carry such people they
should either gag them or confine them to some
quarters where such language would not be an
insult to decent people.
Yours faithfully
Howard Chapman.
Rugby was ever thus!
Because the pre-war VHS was still a small school.
most of the senior students of any athletic competence

had

to take part in some

sport. if teams

were to be fielded. The natural athletes would
anchor every team — “Boss” and “Johnny” Johnson. Benny Erb (later football captain at Stanford).
and their likes. The one physical experience that
united all boys was cadet training.
In the decade before the war. cadet drill was the
only regular form of physical education prescribed
at the high school level. In the public school. boys
and girls would have had some calisthenic exercises. under the watchful eye of itinerant supervisor
Tan St. Clair (“Long hairr and dirrty boots. fall
out!”).

Originally.

however.

this activity

did

not

extend into the higher grades. In September 1905.
the Victoria School Board appointed SergeantMajor (later Lieutenant) Andrew Mulcahy as
“instructor of physical and military drill” at Victoria High. This was a part-time appointment, at a
monthly salary of $20. From 1905 until 1914,
Andrew Mulcahy was a familiar sight at VHS; and

the No. 112 VHS Cadet Battalion began to win
many awards for drilling and marksmanship. Some
of the leading marksmen. like brothers Tom and
Don Heyland. were also stalwarts of rugby and
other teams.
It is perhaps not surprising that a certain tension
developed between the severe military discipline of
cadet training. supervised by non-academic army
men. and the more boisterous team sports of rugby
and basketball. guided by the university graduates
on the school’s academic staff. In a later era, basketball was widely viewed as the glamour
sport at Victoria High. and may have seemed at times to be the
pampered darling of the Physical Education
On the parade ground to the west of the high school, the

Victoria College and High School cadets form up behind
Lieutenant Andrew Mulcahy. The year is probably 1909/
10. In the right background we can see the new McGill

Building used for college-level classes at this time.
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Department. This was definitely not the case in the
early years of the sport’s growth at the school. We
have on file a wonderfully cantankerous letter
written in October 1909 to Principal Willis by Captain
Tan St. Clair. who was in charge of all physical education in the city schools:
Dear Mr. Willis:

tinue my objections. I am quite content. I must
say however that it is the worst game — even
worse than rugby and dancing — that could be
possibly taken up by a school: but I see it is of no
use my telling this story any longer.
I wish that you would kindly do so.
Yours very sincerely,
Tan St. Clair

T have given permission to the High School to

play basket-ball in the gymnasium on Wednesday after school. This permission is subject to the
approval of Mr. Paul. I understand that Mr.
Elliott will accompany the boys. that no apparatus is to be removed from the gymnasium. and

that wire guards will be placed over the windows.
I would call your attention to the fact that I consider that it would be of no avail for me to con-
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Officers of the Victoria College Cadet Corps in 1910. Back
row L-R: Colour Sergeant E. Steele, Sergeant S. Yuill,

Lieut. A.

Mulcahy,

R.C.A\ (Instructor),

Sergeant

C.

Brown. Front row: Staff Sergeant V. Stevens, Lieut. J.
Dowler, Captain Leroy L. Hartman, Lieut. H. Boggs, Sergeant C. Hanington. Half
of these boys would die in World

War I — Steele, Stevens, Dowler, and Boggs. Herbert

Boggs was the first Canadian officer killed in the War.

A TRIUMPHANT

TRAIN

RIDE TO SIDNEY

Casey said, just before he died,
“There're two more roads that I'd like to ride.”
The fireman said, “What are they then?”
“Oh, the V&S and the E&N!”
—“Casey Jones” (Victoria version. ca. 1910)
One of the most joyous excursions in VHS

history

uproar such as can be produced only by young
people. For are not gll on board young? The
mothers. fathers. and a‘representative of the faculty all seemed to have forgotten their respon-

sible position and are boys and girls again; and
even I. despite my years of discretion (for I have

been told my hair is turning grey) feel the blood
of youth pulsing joyously through my veins. And

was held on Friday. March 31. 1911. when the bas-

what

ketball team arranged to charter a special train of
the Victoria & Sidney Railway in order to travel to
Sidney for a challenge game. The High School had
an excellent team: earlier in the year it had defeated
Vancouver for the B.C. High School championship.
So. when the Sidney challenge came. fans thronged
to the new Blanshard Street Station of the V&S (the
present Hudson’s Bay Company parking lot) to
crowd aboard “The Cordwood Limited.”

number

The mood of the occasion was one of great excitement. as we learn from a long and facetious report

in

the

Camosun,

written

by

an

unidentified

of pretty

the large

girls. their smiling coun-

tenances. the dashes of color (the grand old yellow and black much in evidence). all lend their
charm to a scene I shall never forget.
The train whistles shrilly. We glance out of the

windows: lights are flickering about us (how
quickly the time has passed). Suddenly the
brakes are applied with a shriek. The train slows.
then stops. and we are at the Sidney station. ...
The game itself was a 12-4 rout for Vic High. as
we are informed

elsewhere

in the same

Camosun

(again by “Observer.” who now adopts the breathless rhetoric of the sports page):

“Observer”:

Friday

a treat to the eyes is here seen:

evening comes,

after a long day of

anticipation. and I wander towards the scene of

my experiences of yesterday. Seven o’clock sees
me nearing the station. As I approach

three

palatial

cars

standing

These,

I am

informed

near

I notice

the

by a brakeman.

depot.
are the

specials for “that High School bunch.” I sit down
and await the coming of the boys in whom

I am

now interested. Presently bits of song and whistling come to my ears and now groups of boys
and girls appear from the surrounding darkness

... And those older people! — parents of the students I am told (and it does me good to see them

taking such an interest in the school). There is
Professor—. But here our conversation is rudely
interrupted by some great commotion. Ah — it’s

only the huge engine approaching. With much
puffing and snorting couplings are made. The
whistle sounds

and

amidst cheers

from

all the

High School flyer majestically leaves the station.
bound for distant Sidney.
Gradually the lights of the city fade behind us.
And now my companion and Irise and enter the
car. The din within is deafening: High School

yells. songs of battle and victory. and the experiences of that famous rounder. “Casey Jones”: an

Well. ye rubes. what do you know about this?

The great Sidney game has been played and won.
and as usual the yellow and black were victorious, and now they can fairly boast of holding
the championship of North Saanich. Some
championship to be sure! Twelve to four is the
way Ed Steele’s colts stacked up against the
tubes. And it was only really fun. too! To tell you

about the game. Referee Reg McKeown stalked
majestically onto the floor. Then trooping out
came the High School boys. dazzling the village
natives with the gorgeous colors of their sweaters.
Now follow the prides of Sidney, and extremely

rough-looking and fear-inspiring they were. But
during the whole game they spent the most of
their time picking themselves up.
Every foul and every basket is immortalized in successive paragraphs.
To complete a journalistic tour de force.
“Observer” turned society reporter to chronicle the
dance that followed:
After the big basketball
pavilion had been fought
strength united in passing
one of the most enjoyable

battle at the Sidney
and won. beauty and
the fleeting hours in
dances that has been
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seen this year. The members of the Sidney team
were most hospitable as hosts and their kindnesses dispensed during the evening were very
much appreciated by the visitors. An excellent
floor. which can be equalled by very few floors in
the city of Victoria. is that which the owners of
the Sidney dancing pavilion can boast. This
afforded the greatest pleasure to all of the dancers. Altogether there were about two hundred
who participated in the dance. about seventy-five
to one hundred students of the Victoria High

The VHS basketball team for 1910/11, heroes of the great
trip to Sidney. This was the team that had earlier won the
Thomson Cup by defeating Vancouver High 22-11. Sitting
L-R: Bob Steele, Ellis Wood, Edwin Steele (Captain),
Allan Clark, Cherrill “Chezzie” Betterton. Standing:
Percy H. Elliott (President). Not pictured: Bob Stewart.

Percy Elliott had made quite an impact since he had come
to Vie High as a young McGill graduate in 1908: a former
boxing champion, he took a thoroughly active part in the
athletic program.
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School being present... The hall is situated in

the center of a park of lovely firs. which spread
their scent through the hall. and this added
greatly to the novelty of the occasion . . . A really
excellent orchestra was improvised for the occa-

sion and the music was appreciated by all. Miss
Norma Sears was the leader and the pianist. Mr.
Fritz Homer played the drum while Mr. Rutledge played the violin. The following also ably
assisted during the evening: Mr. Staples on the
cello, Mr. Gerald Foote on the mouth organ. Mr.
W. Hewart-Gregson on the violin. Mr. George
Swayne played the cornet and Mr. Charles
Brown blew his whistle. Dainty refreshments
were

served

during

the

evening.

and

were

enjoyed by all. Dancing was kept up until one
o'clock when the return train left for Victoria.
Everyone was sorry that the evening had passed
so quickly. ...

IS914-1934
A NEW SCHOOL
WITH NEW TRADITIONS
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A cross-section of the new Victoria High School, as conceived by architect C. Ehvood Watkins. The building was
designed for 29 classrooms plus assembly hall (auditorium), gymnasium,

cafeteria, and other ancillary spaces.

Mr. Watkins’ elevation drawings form the end-papers of
this book.
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Few large schools have become outdated as swiftly
as the third Victoria High on Fort and Fernwood.
Less than five years after it was opened. the School

Board was scrambling for a solution to the unforeseen growth in student numbers. As one possible
answer, architect Rattenbury was asked in January
1907 to prepare a sketch-plan for 8 additional
rooms; but no definite action was ever taken in that
direction. In the fall of 1908. the Board approved
the construction of the first of several temporary
wooden annexes that would soon surround the
school — forerunners of the modern “portables.”
Gradually it became obvious that a completely new
high school building was essential; and on December 29, 1909 the Board decided to ask the City for a
net appropriation of $174,000.
Two crucial decisions were reached early in 1910.
On March 12th. the School Board elected C.
Elwood Watkins as architect of the new project. In
May 1910, after a well-publicized search that had
been begun in February. Board and City officials
chose the Spring Ridge site of the present Victoria
High. As one might expect, there was a fair amount
of quiet negotiation in order to buy the many parcels of land involved.

Elwood Watkins worked closely with Principal
Samuel Willis to identify the requirements of the

new Vic High. and it was soon clear that the school
would have to be much larger than originally envisaged. Both men were determined to incorporate all
the best elements of modern school buildings
throughout North America. The VHS Archives
contain S. J. Willis’ correspondence with many
schools in Canada and the U.S.A.. seeking advice
on various features to emulate or avoid. The preliminary design was complete in the fall of 1911.
and the Board then became preoccupied for some
months with a curious dispute about the building’s
alignment: if the angle of the sun’s rays was to be
least injurious to students’ vision, should the High
School face Fernwood or Grant Street? Finally the
school was sent to tender, and the Dinsdale & Malcolm bid of $344,000 was accepted on March 13,
1912.
The accompanying photographs tell the rest of
the story. However they do not reveal the anxiety
felt by Board members. City Councillors, and citizens of Victoria at the extraordinary cost of the project — unprecedented for a school building in
British

Columbia.

The

final

price tag (including

building, site, equipment. and professional fees)
was something in excess of $460,525. Astronomical
as this must have seemed in 1914, it appears a ludicrously good bargain in 1976.

Cormony

off Laying the

Corner-Stone’
Victoria College: and High School

The Chairman and: Members
of the Board of School Frustecs
of Victorias B.C.
request the honour of your company: at
the public ceremony off Laying, the:
cornerstone of the

Victoria Cattege and High Sehoot
Corner Grant: Beret and
b Road
at three oelock: ow Saturday: afternoon

Henry Bison Young MD, LLD.
Saturday, September vith, 1912
3 block

the fourteenth: instant

Septemfer 108, 192

Opposite: Bulldozers were decades away in the summer of
1912 when excavation began for the new Victoria High. As
we look northeast, beyond the horse-teams and the labourers with shovels, we can see houses that still stand on Fernwood Road. The spire is that of Emmanuel Baptist Church

on the corner of Fernwood and Gladstone, now the home of
“The Belfry Cultural Centre.”

Above: Saturday, September 14, 1912. Before a large
crowd assembled on a beautiful afternoon, Minister of
Education Dr. Henry Esson Young uses an inscribed silver
trowel to see that the VHS cornerstone is “well and truly
laid.” He is watched closely by Principal Willis (back to

camera) and School Board Chairman George Jay (holding
hat). Former principal
the usual time capsule
facing north; the ho:
on Gladstone Avenue

E. B. Paul (far left) has deposited
in a cavity within the stone. We are
sin the background can still be seen
in 1976.
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The huge steel girders of the new High School created quite a spectacle as they were drawn by teams of horses through the
streets of Victoria in the winter of 1912/13. A sign advertises the construction firm of Dinsdale & Malcolm. Note that traffic
still moved on the left. Girders such as these can be
se n today in the old gymnasium, where they support the weight of the
auditorium directly above.
The year is 1913. The Dinsdale& Malcolm truck, loaded with bricks for Victoria High, is parked on Fernwood Road, near
the end of Vining. Behind it, at the wheel of a resplendent 1912 Cadillac, sits VHS architect Elwood Watkins.
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As Victoria High School rises
behind them, the project workmen
pose for their portrait on the school
steps. The sign reads “NO ADMIT-

TANCE.”

The exterior of the school is now virtually complete. A simple pulley lift
allows interior construction material
to be raised to the upper three

storeys.
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THE

NEW

HIGH

SCHOOL

OPENS

Immediately after the week-long Easter holidays,
on Monday, April 20, 1914. the fourth Victoria
High School opened its doors to students. Mrs.
Hazel Hodson. who was a student at the time,
recalls that classes assembled first at the old High
School, and then walked in formal procession along
Fernwood Road to the new. It was one of the most
historic moments in the school’s 100 years.
This had been only an unofficial opening. The
formal ceremony took place eleven days later. on
May 1, 1914. Here is an account of the entire proceedings, neatly written in S. J. Willis’ hand in the
Victoria College Journal for 1914/15:
The New High School was formally opened by
His Honour Lieut.-Governor T. W. Paterson on
May Ist. 1914. The Auditorium was packed
downstairs and in the gallery. The chair was
taken by Mr. George Jay at 2:15. His Honour
inspected the High School Cadet Corps before
entering the building. He was received by Mr.
Geo. Jay, Chairman of the Board, Mrs. Jenkins,
Mr. E. B. Paul M.A.. City Superintendent and
Mr. Willis. Principal of the High School. The following programme was carried out:
1. Opening prayer — The Rev. W. Leslie Clay
D.D.
2. Speech by the Chairman — Mr. Geo. Jay
and presentation of Key of High School to
Principal S. J. Willis
3. Reply by Principal Willis.

4. School declared open by His Honour. The
Lieutenant-Governor of B.C.

GETTING

5. Piano Solo. Miss F. Spencer.
6. Addresses by
(a)

The Hon. The Minister of Education —

(b)

The

Hon. Dr. Young
Superintendent

of

Dr. A. Robinson.
7. Vocal Solo — Mrs. Gideon

Education

—

Hicks.

8. Addresses by
(a) Trustee

Mrs.

Jenkins.

Chairman

of

Finance Committee
(b) Trustee Major P. J. Riddell. Chairman
of Building Committee
(c)

Edward

B. Paul

Esq..

M.A.

Municipal

Inspector.
Benediction
Scriven

—

The

Venerable

Archdeacon

God Save the King.
In the afternoon and evening a May

Pole dance

and physical exercises were performed by the
High School Girls under the direction of Miss
Sumner in the following order:
1, Marching
2. Free Standing Drill
3. Swedish
4. Gavotte

Fold [= Folk?] Dance

5. Country Dance
6. May Pole Dance
Parents visited the school and inspected the
whole building during the evening. Thousands of
people availed themselves of the opportunity to
see it.

TO SCHOOL

Though our recollections will differ, we will all
enjoy remembering our hours of travel to and from
Victoria High School. Recent graduates will have
memories of ten-speed bicycles and hot-rod
automobiles. For earlier generations, a dominant
image could be the tiny No. 3 Fernwood streetcar.
screeching and lurching around its final curve onto
Gladstone Avenue. One often suspected that the
B.C. Electric assigned the smallest cars to routes
with the heaviest traffic. These little four-wheeled
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ITS DOORS

wonders (like the survivor now on display at the
Provincial Museum) were so light and springy that
a full morning load of Vic High students could
threaten

to rock

them

off their tracks — and

the

attempt was sometimes made. to the huge annoyance of distracted motormen.

Another and more select group of students travelled from Metchosin and Happy Valley by special

Veteran Stages bus; and what memories they must
have!

But over the century the prevailing mode of
travel to Vic High has been by foot. From all points
of the compass the surging streams of young Victorians have poured into the school grounds in a daily
ritual celebration of community.
Two literate VHS graduates have written reminiscences of their travels to and from the school —
one from near and one from far. Gus Sivertz, a
member of a large and notable Vic High family.
recalled his experience in his March 10. 1956 Times
column. “When We Were Very Young.” In Sivertz’
day, the decade before World War I, Victoria High
School still shared the Yates Street grounds with the
Boys’ and Girls’ Central Schools. His flashback pertains to both his elementary and his high school

years.
Yates, View and Fort were the arteries
the west: Moss and Linden brought a
smaller contingent from the south because
tapped the “snooty” Rockland Avenue
The No. 3 streetcar ran between Fernwood and

from
much
they
area

whose nicer little boys and girls mainly attended
private schools. Fort Street’s “Dardanelles” was

like a living penstock piping a lusty stream from
Stanley. Elford. the Junction area and Oak Bay
and Willows.
Our Spring Ridge flood poured down Fernwood Road and. in a lesser degree, along Camosun using what is called the “sandpit route.”

Of course we had many friends among all
groups that plodded to Central School but the
strange fact remained that the Oak Bay boys; the
Fairfield bunch; the various other district groups
looked on all others as aliens and. indeed. alien

enemies. When they met the two groups eyed one
another warily like strange dogs stepping stiff-

legged around each other.
Our starting point was the old spring which
had supplied drinking water to Victoria from the
days of very early settlement. It was a clear. loud
burbling natural spring which gave its name to
the district and for many years fussy housewives

would

send their children to fill up jugs with

Beacon Hill. This is a larger model than the single-truck Birney mentioned in

the text.
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spring water for drinking.

It bubbled

up on

Spring Road a few feet off Pembroke.
The stop at the spring meant. of course. that we
turned reluctant feet toward school with wet hair
and shirts damp with squirted water.
Greater by far than the attraction of the spring
was the almost irresistible pull of the huge sandpits that then occupied what comprises the whole
site of present Victoria High School. They were
deep. probably 30 to 35 feet. and for most of the
year deep. muddy ponds acted like magnets on
us.
However. rafting on the ponds must wait for
after school. Now this winding path along the
very rim of the sandpits — if not a royal road to
learning — was our highway to such learning as
our long-suffering teachers could hammer into
our skulls.
So at Vining our little contingent was swelled
by three or four Sprinklings and a couple of Dalziels.
The Sprinklings were a wonderful family of
five boys and two girls: all thickset. sturdy. lusty
and endowed by an enduring cheerfulness that
nothing could dampen... .
At the next block. from a huge old house. came
John, Spencer and Harry Dee. John was the
older brother and didn’t join us small fry. Harry
today is Victoria High School’s principal.
Parallel to our rambling route with all its
delightful provocations the main

stream flowed

along Fernwood. And what a stream of joyous
young humanity it was!
It would be quite impossible to name them all
and if a great many are left out here it is only
because this is not a school roster but just one
boy’s view of a small section of Victoria’s life
about 50 years ago.
From Pembroke way came Boss and Johnny
Johnson (whom we called Valdie because his
name is Valdemar). Boss even then had the personal charm that was to lead him to premiership

of his province. John recently stepped down from
more than two decades as an Oak Bay councillor.
From nearby came the Pineo boys — and girls.
We always felt sorry for them because Mr. Pineo
was a high school teacher and we naturally felt
this was two strikes against the children.
Shaw Behnsen. Freeman and Ed “Cotton”
Brynjolfson would be in the Fernwood Road
contingent and farther along Tom and George
Norris fell in step. Even then Tom’s manner hinted at the bulldog ruggedness so characteristic of
him as a brilliant member of the bar.
There were so many. so many in those happy
streams of youth who were within a decade to
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march, side by side. up the muddy and historic
roads of France and Flanders ... and for so
many it was the road to Gethsemane.
Another evocative flashback is offered by Mrs.
Ursula Jupp, who (as Ursula Edwards) was a Camosun editor and silver medalist after World War I.
In her recent history of the Gordon Head area. Mrs.
Jupp recalls the various means of transit used by
Saanich students in travelling to VHS between 1876
and 1931.
Very soon after this institution’s first small
building opened in 1876 there had been the
horse-back riding. gun-carrying Jim Tod and
Jack Irvine. Next of whom one may be sure.
Kathleen Offerhaus, daughter of the woman who
had moved into the Cedar Hill teacherage in
1898. Kathleen, more decorous. walked the three
miles to the city school. the most of it along a
Cedar Hill Road then little broken by cross
roads. A quiet walk. but when she reached that
part where the old road runs down the hill east of
the Jewish Cemetery there was always the tingle
of possible alarm. Would this be one of those
days when a man on a horse would come galloping by shouting. “Clear the road.” If he did. it
would be quickly then. over the fence. before the
herd of cattle being driven to the nearby slaughterhouse came thundering by.
Another tingle — would there by gypsies
camped at the foot of the hill? — a possibility of
which the later Mrs. Hallwright smiled as she
recalled. “We would be frightened if they were,
disappointed if they were not!”
Mrs. Jupp then recounts the names of those who
pioneered in making the long. six-mile journey
from northern Gordon Head to what was then the
only high school on southern Vancouver Island.
The first to walk the route on a daily basis was
apparently Jean Dunnett. in 1912.
When young Ursula Edwards and her two friends.
Lottie Watson and Rose Townsend first set out for
VHS on an August morning in 1915. they travelled
by horse and carriage. Actually they set out twice:
their first attempt was cut short by a woman who ran
out waving a newspaper. Mrs. Jupp explains:
In 1915 there was none of the pre-registration
and repeated announcements of hours of opening for various grades familiar today. No radio
then. no country paper boys either and so for
those in northern Gordon Head no paper until its
delivery. probably around 10:30 a.m.. by the
mailman. But Mrs. Turnbull. living so much nearer the starting point of the rural route. had

already had time to receive her copy and read in
it that first year high school students were not to

register until 1 p.m.
he second journey that day was undertaken
by Lottie’s father and so we arrived at the city
school in a CAR — morale-boosting for our frail
trio as we joined the throng from the big city
schools clustered outside the locked doors at each

end of the building (decently segregated. of
course, boys at one end. girls at the other).
How well they seemed to know one another
and how isolated we felt. And I even more so
when Mr. Howard Russell. who would open the
door and allow in the prescribed six-at-a-time.
closed it and separated me, number 7, from my
long familiar school-mates and friends.
That was the start ofa separation that, as far as

classrooms
manent.

were

concerned.

But still. somehow,

was

to be per-

amid what seemed

to us a maze of corridors in that big building. we
found each other at the afternoon’s end and
joined forces for the journey home. On foot this
time. for our fathers. who had agreed to share in
providing the morning transport, could not spare

the time twice a day for this indulgence.
The vehicles in which we took our morning
rides were decidedly varied. The Townsend week
saw us ina light surrey. complete with “fringe on
top.” One girl sat by the driver. the other two ona
low seat. their backs to the heels of the Townsend’s light and speedy mare, Victoria. The week

the journey started from our farmyard how different the rig-out. Our “carriage.” with its shiny
lacquered surface. was. for the time. fairly elegant but the mare that drew it was, undeniably, a
plodding. thick-fetlocked farm horse. How
strange it would look today to see our ill-assorted
contraption toiling up Gordon Head Road hill.
to wait then for Rose to emerge from the roug|
narrow forest road, later San Juan Avenue..

With San Juan passed and Rose aboard. it was
off to the streetcar. but not speedily. for our mare.
Gertie.

was

not to be hurried.

no

matter

how

likely it might seem that we should miss our car
at its terminus near today’s St. Michael’s University School.

But miss it we never did. for these

were the years when motormen seemed always to
have time to wait for regular passengers.
What luxury was ours the week we rode in the

Watson Ford. That week an extra hour in bed,
for not only was the car so much swifter but Mr.
Watson delivered us right to the school.
The long walk home began with two hills to be
scaled. Fernwood and then the lengthier McRae
hill part of Cedar Hill Road. Strange how even

today one recalls so vividly how the light autumn
dust splurted up between the two-plank width of

the sidewalk there.
Once over the top of McRae hill, Gordon
Head. though still distant, was encouragingly in
sight. And now too there was some slight — some

very slight — hope of a lift. Since our route lay
through farmlands traffic was meagre and I recall
but three sources of help. One of these the Jack
Irvine who had once ridden his horse to school

along this same

road. Now.

middle-aged

and

superintendent of roads in Ward 3, he was on the

highway more often than most. But. even after a
lift in his buggy. we were still far from home
when we parted at his gate.
We travelled faster and farther when the Luke
Pithers came by in their car. They took us as far
as the farm this businessman was operating on
land. part of which is now within Lambrick Park.
But somehow. most hoped for were the rides
with Bob Scott. Although Mr. Scott too was
middle-aged, his wide-brimmed black Stetson,
sweeping black moustache and spanking team of
glossy black horses gave considerable glamor to a
ride with him.

Yet rides with Scott and Pither too left Lottie
still a mile from “Thrums,” Rose the same from
San Juan Avenue and myself with our Ferndale
home still more distant.
As winter came darkness had often fallen

before any of us came within sight of the windows of home with their twinkle of oil lamps and
the smell of woodsmoke
warm kitchen.*
*From

Cordwood

to

Campus

from the range in the
in

Gordon

Head,

1852-1959

(Victoria: Morriss Printing Company. 1975) pp. 97-101:
printed with the author’s kind permission.

re-
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WORLD

WAR

I

The doors of the new Victoria High School opened
in April 1914. Four months later the guns of August
sounded, and Canada was drawn into the four-year
horror of the First World War. The school has kept
alive the memory of those idealistic volunteers who
rushed to enlist for overseas service. On Remembrance Day the bugle is still heard beside Earl
Clarke’s War Memorial in the main Vic High corridor. But can modern students appreciate the impact
that the Great War had upon a small. quiet school
in the young and peaceful nation of Canada?
The bronze memorial tablet lists the names of 3
teachers and 82 students who died on the fields of
France and Flanders. Scores of others came home
maimed and crippled: as late as March 1922, we
read in the Camosun of the deaths, within a single
month, of Harry Cross and Dono Heyland, victims
of war-related illnesses. The Great War was still a
time for patriotic heroism; and the school took
pride in its 11 military crosses and 7 military medals. But the mood of noble sacrifice was soon
countered by a growing sense of futility and waste.
The mixed emotions of the period were reflected
in a moving ceremony held on Friday, April 20.
1917, the second anniversary of the Battle of Ypres.
Casualty reports were still arriving daily from the
recent Battle of Vimy Ridge. The school had been
stunned by the deaths of Vic High idol Lieutenant
Jack Dowler and Horace “Tod” Paul. son of the for-

mer principal. Carleton Hanington and Billy Ross
had been wounded and decorated for bravery.
Gentle and sensitive young Corporal Henry Sivertz
— destined to die at Cambrai in 1918 — had been
commended for his gallant leadership at Vimy.
On that grey and sombre April afternoon, 14
maple saplings, donated by the Women’s Canadian
Club, were planted along the Vining Street
entrance to the school. each by a prominent citizen.
Premier Brewster and Mayor Todd were among the
crowd of nearly 2500 in attendance. All of the Vic

High students filed out into the drizzle. Almost 60
years later, members of Miss Ruth Jarvis’ girls’
physical training class can still recall the discomfort
of standing in their gym uniforms, black lisle stockings and canvas shoes affording scant protection
from the driving wind and rain.
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This dignified War Memorial was cast in bronze during the

early 1920's by veteran Vic High art teacher Earl W.
Clarke, and can now be seen in the main corridor of the
school. The model for the hands was VHS secretary Margaret Hallam.

The Victoria Daily Times for April21. 1917 records
the event:
An avenue of tall young maple trees. bordering
either side of the Fernwood Street entrance to the
Victoria High School. will bear leafin a few weeks.
While they arrest the notice of the passer-by they
willsuggestto
his inward eye the picture of the boystudents who once gathered with their fellow students in this Alma Mater, but who now lie, heroes
of Empire. beneath the sod of France.
The April Camosun comments, “As the saplings
were planted appropriate and touching remarks
were made as a tribute to the heroes who have
fallen.” School trustee Mrs. Margaret Jenkins, in
turning the first spadeful of earth on the tree which
she planted. expressed the wish that it should be
called “Jack Dowler’s Tree.” Jack Dowler’s tree
may be seen today — one of the 13 remaining
maples that tower over this avenue — the third tree

The 1917 ceremony ended with the planting of
the “Kitchener Oak” — now a venerable giant on
Grant Street, midway between Fernwood and
Camosun. Here is the Times account:
A little company of Old Campaigners. bearing
two standards, gathered round while the Kitchener tree was planted. the band playing “Rule
Britannia.”
“T have the honor to plant this oak in memory
of Lord Kitchener. under whom I served in the
Egyptian campaign of 1882 and in the Soudan in
1885.” said S. J. Pomeroy. 50th Royal West Kent
Regiment, of the British Campaigners’ Association. who planted the Kitchener Memorial Oak.
The tree was grown and given by Walter Bernie
Anderson. of Oak Bay.
Victoria High School lost its naivety in those grim
years 1914-1918. Canada gained a new awareness of
nationhood, at an appalling price in human lives.

from the school on the south side of the driveway.
April 20, 1917. Premier H. C. Brewster plants a
memorial tree on the Vining Street approach to Victoria High. He is assisted by VHS Cadet William
McMichael, later a principal of Central Junior
High School.

In the autumn of 1975, almost 59 years after the
Ypres Memorial ceremony, the avenue of maples
provides an impressive eastern entrance to the Vietoria High School grounds.
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THE POSTWAR

ALEXANDER

YEARS

G. SMITH.

DR.

Principal 1916-1920

After the recruitment by UBC of S. J. Willis and
other senior staff members

toria High School entered a
ership. The next decade
grapple with the problems
with distinguished success.
Alexander G. Smith —
students

knew

him

—

in 1915 and

1916, Vic-

period of hiatus in leadsaw three principals
of administration. none
“Caesar Augustus.”

had

been

a

fine

as

history

teacher; but his personality was not suited to the
task of school leadership. Delightful anecdotes are
told by Vic High’s oral historians, who love to
mimic his nasal whine and his Aberdonian

burr.

Once, so the story goes. “Caesar” Smith had
called on the carpet the three basketball stars of the
day, Art Webster, Art Lewis. and Art Boyd; the trio
had been sent to him for some sort of collective misdemeanor. Now. a disconcerting feature about A.

G. Smith was the fact that one of his eyes turned out
a little, so that you could never be sure whether he
was looking at you or not. In the course of this particular dressing-down, Art Boyd started to grin.
thinking that his two friends were bearing the brunt
of the attack and that he was out of the line of
vision. Caesar saw, and Caesar roared in fury:
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ALEXANDER

ROBINSON,

Principal 1920-1921

“Boyd! Laughing at me. are ye. Boyd? I'll have ye
hool just as quick as —, just as quick as
+
+
Just
as quickly as possible.”
Alexander Smith’s regime was an eventful one.

and he coped quite well with some rather unusual
responsibilities. A senior matriculation course was
offered from 1915 to 1920 — for the only time in Vic
High history — as a partial remedy for the disappearance of Victoria College. A unique crisis in
his principalship was the postwar influenza epidemic. which saw the school closed for over two
months in midwinter of the 1918/19
n. On
Principal Smith’s initiative. a special class
of some
25 war veterans was created in the 1919/20 session.
under the “Soldiers’ Civil Re-establishment” pro-

gram. These older students lent a flavour of experience and maturity to the school, and they were very
grateful for this chance to resume their interrupted

education. In 1920, Alexander Smith left Victoria
High to become Principal of Sprott-Shaw business
school: he was thought to have been upset at losing
the principalship of the new Victoria College.
Smith’s successor. Dr. Alexander Robinson. was

principal

for only

the one

year

1920/21,

the

stormiest in VHS history. Alexander Robinson was.
by all accounts, an excellent scholar and a dedicated teacher of Latin. He had been founding principal of the Vancouver High School in 1890 and longtime Superintendent of Education. He would later
command great respect as a classroom teacher at
Oak Bay. However, it was clear that he had no
appetite at this stage in his career for the challenge
of guiding Victoria High: and conditions quickly
approached the chaotic. Students had a field day.
Doug Smith. Camosun editor at the time. recalls
that school dances were held nearly every Friday
night. All Doug had to do was to ask: “Dr. Robinson, may we have a dance this Friday night on
behalf
of the Camosun?”
Dr. Robinson had a standard reply: “I don’t see any reason why not!”
Discipline was soon non-existent. Stories are told
of boys climbing out basement windows, leaving
classes almost at will. At the end of the year, the
general academic record on the government examinations was abysmal. and a public furore developed. On June 17. 1921 the Victoria School Board
asked the Minister of Education to hold an
investigation “into the general administration and

had been received. Principal Robinson was asked to

resign: when he refused. on July 28th the Board formally dismissed him.
During this dramatic year, we should realize. the
revived Victoria College was holding its classes on
the third floor of the same VHS building. as an
entirely separate institution under Principal E. B.
Paul. Paul and Robinson. old associates of 30 years’
standing, seldom even spoke. and we can imagine
Paul’s disapproval of conditions in his former high
school.
To set matters right, the School Board brought in
a complete outsider. Herbert H. Smith. former
Superintendent of Public Schools in Saskatoon.
This was the H. H. Smith

that students. with

an

intuitive sense of the fitness
“H.S.” Relieved of all teaching
deliberate instructions to hold
tration tight. In some respects.

of things. dubbed
duties. he was given
the reins of administhere was noticeable

improvement.

results

Examination

were

again

conduct of the work of the principal and teachers of

excellent in 1922. and staff morale was good during
Mr. Smith’s five years in office (1921-1926). But he
was probably too gentle a man to provide the
needed renewal of direction. Those who taught for
H. H. Smith remember him as very decent and

the Victoria High School during the past year.” On
July 12th, after Superintendent S. J. Willis’ report

Registrar at Victoria College.

pleasant. better suited to his subsequent duties as

H. H. Smith and the Victoria High School staff for 1922/23. Back row L-R: S.J. Dymond, E. S. Farr, J. J. Rippon, G. P.

Rush, W. J. Wilby, G. H. Ashman, L. A. Campbell, G. Breadner, J. J. McKim, E. W. Clarke; Middle row: Maj. B. Harvey,
T. Steward, L. J. Cranston,

W. E. Cook, J. A. Armstrong, R. B. Forsyth, H. O. English, A. M. Boyd, H. L. Smith, T. W.

Cornett, G. Anstey, I. Dilworth: Front row: M. Hallam, S. G. Huntley

_ W. Eaton, E. C. Lucas, Mrs. G. B. Clarke, H. H.

Smith (Principal), L. A. de W. Moore, Q. E. Shields, M. W. Hamilton, J. L. M. McNaughton, K. M. N. O'Meara; Missing:
E. W. Hamilton-Smith, C. M. Haverstock, F. Andrews, C. N. Burridge.
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THATS

DEBATABLE

Rhetorical activities among Vic High students can
be traced back at least as far as 1901. In an official
report to the Superintendent of Education dated
January 3, 1902 — Public Schools Report 30 (1900/

many spirited disputes were staged — some unreal
and esoteric, but others devoted to public issues of

great concern: “Resolved. That the requirements of
education of today are injurious both to health and

01) 239 — Principal E. B. Paul had reported that “A
Debating Club in connection with the High School

good government”;

has done much to improve the debating power and
ready speaking of its members. The fact that they
have taken the name of Demosthenes for their club
shows that their ideals are high.”
Nothing more is heard of the “Demosthenes
Club”; and there is no record of public debating for
the next decade. It was on Friday, March 3. 1911
that Mr. Frederic G. C. Wood presided over the
creation of a new society for Boys’ Debating —
initials that inspired the Greek title “Beta Delta.”
For approximately 40 years, Beta Delta was a pow-

“Resolved. That the Government should own and

erful and effective extra-curricular activity at Vic-

toria High. Although young people of today would
likely hoot at the form and style of the old-fash-

more

useful

“Resolved. That the farmer is

to society

than

the

mechanic’;

control all public utilities.” On November 6. 1912 a
particularly stormy debate took place on the topic
“Resolved, That the higher education of women is
beneficial to the community at large.” The December Camosun of that year observed that this debate
“.., was also made more exciting by the reference
made by several of the speakers to the suffragette
movement.” When the votes were in, the negative
(anti-women) team was declared the winner: and it

may
was
It
was

be no accident that a Girls’ Debating society
formed the next year!
appears that high school debating at this time
as competitive as rugby or basketball. In 1913

ioned school debate. there is some reason to sup-

Mr. J. L. Beckwith

pose that the training and experience gained in this

outstanding debater of the year; the first winner was

donated

a gold medal

for the

club had more than a casual influence on a number

Robert Hamilton. That same spring saw the inau-

of careers. It is particularly striking to see the roster
of strong and imaginative writers who emerged
from Beta Delta; maybe the old Romans were right
in stressing
oral rhetoric as the ideal preparation for

guration of an annual inter-school competition with
Vancouver High School for the coveted Sears

the man of letters.
Beta Delta’s first debate

was

March

Wood’s

10,

1911,

in Mr.

on

Friday,

classroom:

“Resolved, That life a century ago was preferable to

14

rocity is in the best interests of Canada”). Vic High
emerged the overall winners both in 1913 and 1914.

held

that of today.” The progressive negative team, consisting of John Stevenson and Fred Beckwith.
defeated the reactionary affirmatives. Roy Ledingham and Ian Todd. In the weeks that followed.

THE

Trophy (with such topics as “Resolved. That Recip-
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When the Girls’ Debating society was organized
in the fall of 1913, under the guidance of Miss Jeanette Cann, it took the name of Shakespeare’s
forensic heroine “Portia.” The first president was
Isabel Todd, whose executive included future VHS
teachers

Hazel

McConnell

(Hodson)

and

Hazel

Sargent. October 15, 1913 saw the inaugural debate
Page

Thirteen

Sears Cup debaters for 1916, as pictured in the May
Camosun for that year, were Bruce Hutchison and
Herbert Davey. Bruce Hutchison (left) became one of
Canada’s most eminent editors and men of letters;
Herbert Davey (right) became Chief Justice of British
Columbia.

on the topic “Resolved. That the Pen is Mightier
than the Sword.” Two weeks later the young ladies
tackled a thorny problem: “Resolved. That Capital
Punishment should be Abolished” (the affirmative
won). While Beta Delta wrestled with the sublime

issue of whether “the works of Shakespeare should
be attributed to Bacon.” Portia got down to business: “Resolved, That women should not enter
Law” (and women’s champions on the negative
were victorious).

January 19, 1916 was the historic date of the first
direct collision between Beta Delta and Portia. The
issue: “Resolved. That the women of B.C. should
be granted equal franchise with the men.” Adah
Hunt and Janet Sutherland carried the affirmative
banner; but. alas for the suffragette cause, they met
their match in their experienced Beta Delta opponents, Harry Cross and Bruce Hutchison, who won
the day. And we cannot assail the judges, who were
the impeccably fair S. J. Willis and the redoubtable
(and liberated!) school trustee. Mrs. Margaret Jen-

come out on top in this annual battle of the sexes,
winning then by defeating the proposition.
“Resolved. That the School Board should be abolished and all educational affairs put in the hands of
the City Council.” From that point on. Portia
enjoyed a good many of these victories. As late as
1939 we read in the Camosun that Brenda Smith
and Ruby May Brown defeated Don Fields and Jim
Kearney, who were upholding the resolution “That
Instalment Buying Should be Regulated by Law.”
Boys and girls alike must have learned a great
deal from the experience of delivering a formal and
well-argued discourse, and then of engaging in the

thrust-and-parry of impromptu rebuttal. It was a
serious exercise, despite the levity and horse-play
that often attended it. And some of the topics sound
alarmingly modern in the winter of 1975/76. Witness Beta Delta (1914): “Resolved, That the rights

of the Indians of B.C. have been violated”; witness
Portia (1918): “Resolved, That the Dominion Gov-

ernment should regulate food prices in Canada.”

kins. It would not be until 1923 that Portia would

Page
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EXPANSION

IN CURRICULUM

In the years following World War I, social pressure
throughout North America brought about a gradual
broadening of curricular offerings at the high school
level. During its first forty years, VHS had emphasized academic education for university entrance or
for the teaching profession. Now it was increasingly
necessary for any large high school to widen the
scope of its curriculum.
The Victoria School Board Minutes for January

1917 record a movement to introduce agricultural.
manual, and domestic science subjects at the high
school level. At the January 3rd meeting, for
example. Trustee Mrs. Hutchison enquired: “Is it

right that

the

High

School

should

devote

its

energies almost entirely to the classics and give no

thought to technical subjects such as the manufacture of butter. cheese and other important commodities?”

Victoria High School’s first technical class begins work in 1920 in the woodwork shop on the Central grounds. Captain
George Breadner stands to the left.
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The earliest result of this campaign was the creation of an optional course in practical agriculture
within the matriculation program. In August 1917
Victoria and Saanich schools acquired a new agricultural supervisor, H. E. Hallwright. B.S.A., whose
round of teaching duties included Victoria High. A
section of the VHS grounds was placed under cultivation, and a small but keen group of 31 students
was enrolled. At the annual Department of Education Summer School for teachers. by now housed
regularly in the new VHS building, “rural science”
classes seem to have been given peculiar emphasis;
and school-gardens began to blossom throughout
the Province. In 1922 Victoria High was granted a
full-time specialist to teach agriculture and other
science subjects: this was H.O. English, B.A..
B.S.A.. on staff at VHS until 1938 and later principal of the Provincial Normal School.
Unlike Vancouver’s King Edward High, VHS
was not a pioneer in manual training or home economics. To judge from A. G. Smith’s comments in
the 1917/18 Public Schools Report (p. D45). there

may well have been a frosty official attitude towards
such non-cerebral activities:
With regard to manual training in the High
School, I can’t say that I am entirely in sympathy
with it. In any case it could not be included in our
present curriculum without eliminating something else. I would like, however, to see some
arrangement made for a technical course for
boys, also provision for the teaching of singing
and home economics for girls, and a somewhat
wider course in drawing for both boys and girls.
Of course, the present High School building is
quite unsuitable for such work, but there is
plenty of space on the grounds for the erection of
a building expressly designed for such work.
A High School technical department opened in

August 1920. The Public Schools Report for 1922/23
lists four specialists on the Victoria High staff —
George A. Anstey, Captain George M. Breadner.
Leonard A. Campbell. and John J. Rippon. A limited but excellent program in manual training
(woodwork,

metalwork,

drafting)

was

now

avail-

able to VHS students, though they had to trudge
halfa mile to their technical classes at the shops on
the Central schoolgrounds. This situation prevailed
for over 25 years. It would not be until the completion of the F. T. Fairey Technical Unit in 1949
that a full range of vocational subjects could be provided on the main VHS campus.
There was one practical area in which Victoria
High had been a pacemaker: the school had had a
well-established commercial program since before
the turn of the century. In 1905 the Board had
appointed the school’s first commercial specialist,
Mr. Aaron Perry, a graduate of Acadia and Yale;
and a $500 vote on November 8, 1905 provided four
typewriters to give a new practical thrust to the VHS
department. Let no one think that this was a soft
academic option! The 1906/07 VHS calendar shows
that commercial students had to complete the
standard preliminary program in reading and
“orthoepy” (correct pronunciation), English gram-

mar and literature, British and Canadian history,
algebra and geometry; then they would embark on
courses in penmanship, spelling, composition, commercial, arithmetic, book-keeping, stenography
(Pitman), typewriting, business forms, and business

law!
Aaron Perry’s successors included Miss Lyle
Whelen (1909-1917), John J. McKim (1920-1934),
Louise A. de Wolf Moore (1920-1928), and John O.

Welch (1924-1941). The appointment of Robert H.
Heywood in 1929 signalled the beginning of the
modern era in VHS commercial studies.
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IRA DILWORTH:
KINDNESS, ZEAL, AND

SENSITIVITY

On a morning in late August 1909. there arrived at
Principal Willis’ office door a shy and sensitivelooking boy of 15, who introduced himself as Ira
Dilworth. He had completed most of his preliminary year the previous spring in Kelowna: in his
hand was a letter of recommendation from E.
McNaughton, Principal of Kelowna High. who had
found him “a most earnest and diligent as well as
able student” — in fact. “the most promising student in his class.” Mr. McNaughton turned out to
be a shrewd judge of talent. In the years ahead. the
man students knew as “Dilly” was to become a
remarkable Canadian figure: first VHS graduate to
be appointed principal of the school: president of
the B.C. Teachers’ Federation and 1933 recipient of
its Fergusson Memorial Award: inspiring professor
of English at Victoria College and UBC (which
honoured

him with an LL.D.

in 1948); dominant

force in music and drama: literary mentor of Emily
Carr: and major influence in the growth of the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.
Ira Dilworth was born in High Bluff. Manitoba
on March 25, 1894, but moved as a small boy to the
Okanagan Valley. where his father had bought a
5000-acre ranch. John Dilworth had been a pioneer
of Fort Garry, and took part in the first Riel Rebellion. But young Ira had no love for the rugged frontier life: he saw little romance in the brutal job of
heating branding irons for his father’s 250 Texas
longhorns. While he sweated at the chores of the
cattle ranch, his thoughts would be with his books
and his piano lessons. and he dreamed often of a
career in literature or the arts.
After the move to Victoria, life was no doubt
more congenial. Ira spent four rewarding years of
study at Victoria High, matriculating in 1911 and
completing Arts I and II between 1911 and 1913.
After graduating from McGill in 1915, with First
Rank Honours in English and French, he returned
at once to a teaching post on the VHS staff. Aided
by leaves of absence, he was soon able to enjoy two
separate years at Harvard, where he earned his
master’s degree in 1920 and undertook advanced
research in 1924/25. In 1926, at the precocious age
of 32, he succeeded H. H. Smith as Principal. Only
78

Samuel

Willis

(who

was

barely

31

in the

fall of

1908) had been entrusted with such responsibility at
so young an age.
Dilworth’s selection as Principal was a testimony
to his visible creative flair and his proven academic
ability. In both of his years at Harvard he had won
the Austin scholarship, becoming a pupil and protégé of towering figures like Irving Babbitt, George
Lyman Kittredge. and John Livingstone Lowes
(whom

he assisted

in a Victorian

poetry

course).

Dilworth’s literary interests — Shakespearean
drama and Romantic lyric poetry — were strikingly
parallel to those of his colleague Harry Smith, who
was named in 1927 as Vic High’s first Vice-Principal. Totally different breeds of men, the two young
English teachers made a powerful and complementary team. As Victoria High School moved
into its second half-century, it had never been in
better hands.
In his relatively short eight years as Principal
(1926-1934), Ira Dilworth made a_ long-lasting
impression on the school. Like S. J. Willis, he
arrived on the scene in a period of growth, and had
the opportunity to make a number of remarkably
strong staff additions. To his good judgement we
can credit the appointment of superior teachers
such as Harry Dee. Ella Cameron, John Gough.
Leslie Hardie, Hazel Sargent, Bob Heywood. Doug
Wallis. George Brand, Lewis Clark, Reg Hammond, Harry Hickman, and Harry Gilliland (to list
only a few of the more

familiar names).

Now

that

UBC was turning out a large class annually, Victoria High could recruit at close range the very best
ofits graduates; and it is hardly an accident that 8 of
the 12 teachers named above were outstanding
VHS alumni who had been lured back to teach at
their old school. “Lured” may not be the word;
there is no evidence that persuasion or enticement
was ever necessary!
As far as students were concerned, Dilworth’s
immediate impact was on the cultural life and general tone of the school. With a passion that
approached missionary zeal. he embarked on a
plan to give music and drama a central place in the
life of every youngster in his charge. The Vic High

IRA

DILWORTH,

LAL,

PRINCIEANL

Ira Dilworth, Principal 1926-1934, as he appeared in the 1929 Camosun.
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Orchestra was revived, under his own

direction:

and visiting musical groups (including the celebrated Hart House String Quartet) were invited to

perform in the auditorium. The matriculation play.
now an established annual tradition, acquired new
zest and energy: some of the finest productions were

Shakespearean classics that he himself directed.
Festivals and concerts were the order of the day.
But probably the one tradition for which Ira Dilworth is most vividly remembered is the daily
morning assembly, which he transformed into a
cultural and spiritual experience. The large auditorium had been used routinely during its first dozen
years, in the main for stern administrative pronouncements

handed

down

by

some

celestial

authority. A. G. “Caesar” Smith, for instance, had
mastered the technique of cowing a student assem-

bly with dry, imperious edicts that were aimed at
correcting

faults

of discipline

or propriety.

(Cae-

sar’s young mimics had a glorious time: “It has
been br-rought to my noh-tice that cer-rtain boys

psalm). he would select one 78 r.p.m. record from
his personal collection; before playing it. he would
introduce it briefly for a young audience that had
had virtually no contact with serious music.
Mrs. Kay (Baker) Christie, VHS academic leader

for 1930. recalls her pleasure at performing a special role in this daily ritual:
I was given the privilege of going to his office
every morning. collecting the record he had chosen, and setting it up on this massive electric
phonograph — the kind of thing that lets out a
feeble squeak compared to something much
smaller and electronic now. I had to have the
machine all turned on and ready to go and the
record in place... I know that it was for me. as

for many of the students, a great increase in our
musical education. And of course he was much

before his time. I think. because there was no
music appreciation and no music course in the
high school curriculum at the time.
Sometimes

the assembly

featured one or more

have been fr-requenting the Metropolis Pool Hall;
this pr-ractice must cease!”)

student musicians. Mrs. Christie participated in this
more active role. too:

Dilworth set out to humanize and civilize the
morning assembly. Without being blatantly didactic, the young principal used the occasion to give the
throng of students a gradual, painless exposure to
good music — with a leaning to popular modern
favourites like Delius’ “On Hearing the First
Cuckoo in Spring.” Every morning. after his dramatic reading of a biblical passage (typically a

What you did was go and park yourself at the
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piano, and as soon as the doors opened and the
students began to stream into the auditorium,

The Victoria High School Orchestra, founded by Howard
Russell, was revived by T. S.

Whittemore in 1919/20.

In

the 1920's and early °30°s, its most frequent conductor was
Ira Dilworth.

ii

7

a f

The Victoria High School auditorium, where Ira Dilworth held his celebrated morning assemblies.
On Friday. April 14, 1933 Gwen Cash offered Victoria

Times

readers

her

impressions

of

a

VHS

assembly:
Recently. I attended morning assembly at the
Victoria High School.
Pupils went into the auditorium with an entire
absence of formality that was very appealing. I
mean they were not marched in. old style. class
by class. but took their places as a well-bred
audience. Of course members of classes

just nat-

urally gathered in adjacent seats. but there was
no compulsory seating.
Mr. Dilworth. the principal of the school. gave
a few minute’s talk on Ferde Grofe’s Grand Can-

yon suite. and then played two movements from
it on the
gramophone. Outside the day was gold
and blue and buoyant with the promise of
approaching spring. Inside the auditorium the
onomatopoetic music made a note of gaiety too.
The students glanced at each other, smiled.
pleased with its rhythmic appeal. then quietly
stood to recite the Lord’s Prayer. Afterwards they
moved informally and with courteous consideration towards their classrooms.
Thave been at school assemblies in widely scattered parts of the world. but I found something
that was distinctly individual and moving in the
short ceremony (it occupied scarcely fifteen minutes) at Victoria

High.
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you began playing. You played until everybody
was in, and

then

Mr.

Dilworth

came down

the

central aisle by himself: and thar was the signal to
stop.

.

Duets and trios were presented
well as piano solos.

in this fashion. as

Let no one think that Ira Dilworth brought about
asudden cultural revolution in quiet Victoria. Probably only a few students were deeply affected by his
earnest efforts: but almost all were touched at least
to some extent. Of course there were those. inevita-

bly. who leaned to ridicule: teachers are natural targets of satire, and Dilworth’s somewhat prissy
manner made him especially vulnerable. The
standard nickname “Dilly” was basically affectionate

(though

obviously

furtive):

but

it could

sometimes have a cruel edge of mockery.
Yet the man had the force of personality to control the most obstreperous or boorish adolescent.
Discipline was never a problem. The story is told of
one young wag who happened to be leaning out a
third storey window as the Principal approached
the

main

front stairs

of the

school.

In

what

A MOCK

he

MUSICAL FESTIVAL

Ira Dilworth never believed that musical appreciation was a grimly serious process. On February 5.
1932 he presided over a “Mock Musical Festival.”
for which the program still survives. These random
excerpts will convey the tone of the affair:
Rules and Regulations — These are made to be
broken.
Contestants may strike one another. but are
warned not to strike the adjudicators. as
they may get sore.
Contestants need not hesitate to snub the adjudicators — they are used to it.
Contestants must make any bribe given to the
adjudicators large enough to be worth their
while. Remember. adjudicators must eat.
Special Notice
As everyone knows. our depression is having a
slump. As a result of this sad state of affairs. no
medals will be given. Successful candidates.
however. may. on applying. have a look at a

special medal kept for that purpose. It is hoped
that this will reconcile everyone to the fact
that. after all. “art for art’s sake” is a good policy.
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thought was a muffled and inaudible bellow. the
boy hollered out impulsively. “If a pickle costs a
nickel, what’s a Dill-worth? Hiya. Dilly!” Mr. Dilworth not only heard: he identified the voice.
Within minutes the subdued young man was in the
inner sanctum. receiving a firm but gentle lesson in
good manners and respect.
This fastidious man also had the empathy — and
the sheer vitality — to command the attention of a
large class of technical boys. a group to whom he
enjoyed teaching poetry almost more than he did
the natural scholars in the academic stream. He
was. of course. a born popularizer. with a superb
sense of the dramatic. Brian Tobin recalls the occasion when once, in the midst of an English lecture at
Victoria College. Dilly astonished his class by sitting down at the piano to illustrate the rhythm of the
poem they were all studying.
In the years after he left Victoria High. Ira Dilworth rose to a variety of career challenges. In 1934
he accepted a position as associate professor
of English at UBC, thus fulfilling the boyhood dream. (He
had earlier taught on a part-time basis at Victoria

The Adjudicators
Mr. Dilworth: Comes to us from TimBuckToo.
where he is choirmaster of the J.K.A.T.&A.
(JohnKnoxAlso Tenors and Altos). We are
very lucky to secure Mr. Dilworth’s services, as
he is at present working day and night on an
opera entitled “Life is Just a Bowl of
Cherries.”
Miss

M.

Swanson:

Miss

Swanson

does

not

come from Timbuctoo. though why, no one
knows. She is an authority on elocution and
the dance. Favorite sayings “Step lively there”
and “Say it with words”. May it be long ere she
writes her Swan Song.
Mr. Hardie: Started his musical career as a
famous child soprano. Later transferred his
affections to the saxophone. He is now the

world’s greatest authority on the joys and sorrows of the sax. Ask the man who moans one.

Mr. Heywood: The name is ‘wood’ not ‘wire’ —
hence he judges of the ‘timbre and c(h)ords’.
Cares only for the tune. Motto — Give me the
air.

IRA DILWORTH

DIRECTS MACBETH

As Matric plays go — and this one went far — it

was a humdinger. A girl in the balcony gasped
and fainted during the witches’ scene. When
word of this got backstage we felt there could
have been no finer tribute. When Macbeth and
Macduff laid on with claymores in the duelling

The Cast of Macbeth, Matric Play for 1926. Back row: W.
Nagle, E. Knott, Don Macmurchie (Porter), A. Florence,
D. Johnson, Ira Dilworth (Director), W. Wood, A. Mes-

serschmidt, L. Watkins, I. Spence, M. Dunsmore, D.
Gaitskell. Second row: Brian Hunnings (Macduff), Maurice

Walker

(Duncan),

Margaret

Fletcher

(Lady

Mac-

duff), B. Reaney, Evelyn Bonavia (Lady Macbeth),
William Robbins (Macbeth), Geoffrey D’Arcy (Banquo),
Brian Tobin (Malcolm), R. Halet, J. Plant. Front row: C.

scene, it was so realistic even we, watching in the

Nesbitt, C. Curtis, Marjorie Mitchell, Mary Clark, Bertha

wings, forgot it was just Bill Robbins and Brian
Hunnings. They forgot too, and one of them — I
think it was Bill — staggered off with a genuine

daford, Douglas Robertson (young Macduff).

cut on the forehead that dripped blood satisfyingly down his cheek.
Later the script called for “a cry within” — an
off-stage mourning to mark the death of the king.
For some reason, Dilly had reserved this chore

for himself, but it caught us all unprepared. As

the terrible moaning cry surged through the
backstage and out over the auditorium every

College before he assumed the VHS principalship.)

Asan academic scholar. his energy was still directed
by the missionary impulse: his published books
were an edition of Macbeth and various anthologies
of poetry. all aimed at reaching out to spread the
word with imagination and enthusiasm.
To British Columbians and Canadians at large.
Dilworth became best known for his pioneer work

Davis (three witches), Eva Henderson (Hecate), H. Mad-

young thespian’s cheek blanched. “Good gosh,”
each of us thought. “somebody’s flubbed his
lines!”
But it wasn’t the coach’s anguish, it was part of
the play and right on cue.

— Brian Tobin.

Victoria Daily Times,
November 26, 1962

with the CBC in the 24 years from 1938 to his death
in 1962. With his literary background, his musical
and artistic knowledge. his impeccable taste, and his
passionate commitment, Ira Dilworth was a natural
recruit for the Corporation, even without any previous experience in radio. In his nine years as Head of
the B.C. Region and Manager of Station CBR, he
made heroic progress in establishing the priority of
83

Ira Dilworth in later life, with a
painting by Emily Carr.

serious music on the public network. During the
period, he was personally active as conductor of the
Vancouver
Bach Choir, and music was atthe centre
of
his life. His cultural influence, direct and indirect,
was now enormous.
It was after he was transferred to Montreal in
1947 to become general supervisor of the CBC’s
International Service that Mr. Dilworth suffered
the heart attack that curtailed for the first time his
apparently boundless energy. After convalescence,
he moved in 1950 to Toronto as CBC National
Director of Program Planning and Production. During the mid-fifties he served also as Director for
Ontario and Director of English Networks. However his health continued

to fail, and his last few

years were spent in an advisory capacity.
Though a lifelong bachelor, Ira Dilworth had
adopted two orphaned nieces, Phyllis and Edna,
whom he raised and regarded as his own daughters.
Phyllis Dilworth became Mrs. William Inglis; Edna
married J. E. A. “Jack” Parnall, VHS 1931, who
taught at Victoria High from 1947 to 1951 and is
now Registrar at UBC.
What may be Ira Dilworth’s most important and
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lasting achievement was the product of his intimate
association with Victoria painter Emily Carr. He
had never really known Miss Carr personally before

1938; but he became uniquely close to her during
the last six years of her life, when his affection and
encouragement were the major stimuli in her late
surge of literary creativeness. Though Dilworth was
not in the vanguard of those who first recognized
her genius as a painter, he was probably the most
enthusiastic promoter — indeed, the midwife — of
her

unusual

talent

as

a writer.

Beginning

with

Emily’s first literary efforts in Klee Wyck and continuing to the end of her life, he was her constant
adviser and editor. After her death he served as her

literary executor and trustee of her estate. Emily
alludes to him often in her letters and journals in
such characteristic terms as “Dear My Guardian
Eye” and “a great kindness.”
James K. Nesbitt, one of Dilworth’s many admirers, summed it up neatly at the time of Ira’s death
(Vancouver

Sun,

November

27,

1962):

“I do

not

suppose that any being could have a finer tribute
than to be called ‘a great kindness.’ I like to think of
that as Ira Dilworth’s epitaph.”

The Vic High stage has witnessed a long tradition of
dramatic and musical presentations. In 1914/15, the
new school’s first full year, students enacted scenes
from Dickens’ Nicholas Nickleby and a series of
animated tableaux. Then, from 1916 to 1928, the
annual matriculation play featured works by
Shakespeare, directed in turn by Miss Millicent
Ward, Miss Helen Badgley, Ira Dilworth, and
Major L. Bullock-Webster.
Many prominent Victorians enjoyed their hour
of glory behind the footlights. In 1917 you could
have seen Bruce Hutchison, Claude Campbell, and
Harry Gilliland in The Merchant of Venice. In 1922
star athletes Benny McMillen and Bal Straith
showed their versatility in As You Like It. Max
Maynard was a sensitive Brutus in the 1923 Julius
Caesar. In 1924 Hope Leeming played Portia to
Dick Diespecker’s Shylock. The following year the
The cast of Barrie’s Mary Rose, the Matriculation Play for
1934. L-R: George Gregory, Fred Leighton, Doreen Palmer, Ormond Marrion, Peter Jones, Mary Smyth, Opal
Abercrombie, Douglas Tuck.

young Athenian lovers in A Midsummer Night’s
Dream were none other than Jack Shadbolt and
Waldo Skillings, in a cast that included Kitty Daniels, Mary Clarke, Dudley Wickett, Ken Leeming,
Ernie Peden, and Ken McAllister. James Gibson, a
Rhodes-Scholar-to-be, was a strutting Pistol in the
1927 Henry V.
In 1929 Ella Cameron began her long tenure as
director of the Matric Play, ably assisted by Harry
Dee. That year saw Vic High’s third version of She
Stoops to Conquer, with William Gibson, Willard
Ireland, Gordon

Fields and other notables. J. M.

Barrie became a popular choice of playwright, with
A Kiss for Cinderella (1930), Mary Rose (1934), and
Alice-Sit-by-the-Fire (1935). A 1933 revival of Macbeth starred Fred Hobson and the late Bill Reid,
and first brought onto the Vic High stage young
Tommy

Mayne

(with his prelim. pals Neil Swain-

son and Warren Godson as “Three Apparitions”).
Miss Cameron’s last Shakespearean venture, a 1941
production of The Tempest, treated Victoria
audiences to the thespian talents of John Di Castri
and Sydney Jackman.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND
ATHLETICS AT THE NEW VIC HIGH
The period
golden age
magnificent
reputation

between the two World Wars was a
for Vic High sport. Great teams and
individual athletes created an awesome
for the city of Victoria. In some areas,

such as lacrosse and cycling, the achievements had
little connection with the VHS athletic program. In
some others, like track and swimming, a healthy

share of credit must go to Archie McKinnon and his
colleagues at the Victoria “Y” — an institution that
worked in beautiful harmony with the city schools.
Rugby, girls’ field hockey, and soccer all thrived at
VHS, despite the fact that the main playing field
was not graded until years after the school was built.
But it was basketball that was the royal game; and it
is with basketball that Vic High’s golden age of
sport is most closely linked.
The basketball story revolves around the school’s
new gymnasium

for a championship girls’ game between VHS and
Vancouver’s King Edward High. The home team
won, of course, by the score of 7-4. The March 1914
Camosun lists the team members as the Misses F.

McNeil, T. Robinson,

M.

Burridge. J. McIntyre

(Capt.), E. Leigh, J. Halliday, and M. Dunn. Until

the Depression brought an end to inter-city team
travel in 1929, Vic High teams compiled an
enviable record of provincial basketball championships — the girls in 1914, 1921, 1922, 1923, and 1926;
and the boys in 1917, 1921, 1923, and 1927. The
1922 girls’ team won the B.C. Open title, and the
1923 squad lost by only one point to the UBC senior
varsity. On the boys’ side, resources were even
stronger in the 1930's, but no official championships
were held. VHS alumni were now the backbone of

(now the “old gym”), one of the

The girls’ physical education class in 1920 spells out the let-

finest courts in Canada in its day. It was opened
most auspiciously on Friday, February 20, 1914 —
exactly two months before the rest of the school —

ters “VHS” on the lawn tennis courts to the front of the
school. Notice the rough and treeless condition of the Vic
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High grounds, and the wooden sidewalk that surrounded
the school for many years.

In 1923 VHS won its third consecutive McDonald
Cup for B.C. high school basketball supremacy.
Four team members were veterans of the 1922 team
that had won the B.C. Open basketball title. L-R:
Dorothy Fields, Iola Worthington, Isobel Crawford,
Jeanette McQueen, Dorothy Melville, Kathleen
Wellburn. Coach: Bob Whyte.

Victoria’s tennis stars of the 1920°s were sisters Marjorie
(right)

and

Hope

Leeming

(left),

VHS

1922

and

f

1924

respectively. Marjorie won the Canadian singles title in 1925
and 1926, and teamed with sister Hope to take the ladies’
doubles crown. Both sisters went on to UBC, where Hope
became president of the Women’s Undergraduate Society,
and where Marjorie was on staff for many years as Assistant

to the Dean of Women.
the senior Blue Ribbons and Dominoes teams,
which had begun their era of national basketball
supremacy. At least three Vic High boys — Muzz
Patrick, Porky Andrews, and Hank Rowe — were
nationally famous senior stars while they were still
in high school.
Meanwhile, with less fanfare, the school was
developing a strong and comprehensive physical
education program. In the early years of the new
school, the emphasis was still on cadet drill and
marksmanship: VHS Cadet Battalion No. 112 won
the Provincial Challenge Cup in June 1919, and
produced expert marksmen in the mid-twenties
under the coaching of Major F. (‘Father’)

Rich-

ardson, O.B.E., a Canadian Bisley veteran and an
Empire record-holder. Gradually there was a shift
to gymnastics and general fitness, a trend accelerated after 1927 by the legendary William A. Roper.
Mr. Roper’s full-time predecessors at Victoria High

included Walter S. Smaill, a professional hockey
player who was on staff for only the one year 1914/
15; Major

Barnett

Harvey

(1915-1925);

Lieut. S.

Stuart Hutchison, who was a capable replacement
for Major Harvey in the years 1916-1919; and N.G.
Brandreth, who was appointed in 1925.
Now the school also enjoyed the services of fulltime teachers of girls’ physical education. As a rule,
they did not stay very long: they tended to be exceptionally nubile, and the School Board then considered marriage as the end of a woman’s teaching
career. Ruth Jarvis was the first, from 1915 to 1918.
Then came Sylva G. Huntley, who was lured away
from teaching in 1923 by Charles Haverstock, a colleague at Vic High. Her successors were Mona G.
Miller, B.P.E. (1928-1935) and Harriett E. A. Doull
(1935-1941). After the marital edict was relaxed.

Harriett Doull returned to the school as Mrs. Esselmont, from 1957-1962.
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Below: In the late autumn of 1925,
the Victoria High School rugby
team won the Thomson Cup, to
reign as high school champions of
British Columbia. Coach Harry
Smith was assisted by Messrs.

Webber and Brandreth. Standing
L-R: Mr. Webber, D. Gaitskell, A.
Songhurst, H. Killick, W. Nagle,
HL. Smith, E. Knott, C. Curtis,
L. Kennedy, P. Turgoose, Mr.
Brandreth. Sitting L-R: J. Walker,
J. Dunn, J. Kinsman, W. Crothall,
D. Macmurchie (Capt.), D. John-

son, B. Shaw, A. Lemarquand, B.

Hunnings.

The May Tully Shield, donated for
city high school grass hockey
supremacy in 1928, and _ first
awarded in 1929.

VHS

were win-

ners in 9 of the first 15 years. For
May Tully’s story, see p. 49.

Left: 1930/31

was Harry Smith’s

last year as rugby coach, and his team
may have been Vic High’s best ever.

Undefeated in season’s play, the
school beat mainland champions,
King Edward, 11-3, for the unofficial
provincial title, Three team members
are now in the B.C. Sports Hall of

Fame. Back row L-R: Bill Levy,

Edward Harmston, George Fyke,
Ron Upward, Bruce Sturrock, Frank

Gribble,

Frank

Dale-Johnson;

Middle row: Walter Stipe, Muzz
Patrick, Gordon Thorpe, Lynn
Patrick, Harry Smith (coach), Art
Chapman; Front row: Reg Bristowe,
Gordon Scott, Bruce Macmurchie,
Harry Robson, Bob Ferguson.
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Left:

The

1929

VHS

victors in the

first competition for the May Tully
Shield. The Camosun lists team members (not in the order

shown)

as B.

Macmurchie, B. Little, M. Mercer, T.
Locke, E. Saunders,.S. Gemmel, M.
and E. Schofield, Y. George, A.Kinsman, H. Baillies.

Charles Winston Chapman, at age 17, as right guard on the VHS bas-

ketball team for 1927/28 (Intermediate A City and Island champions).

Chuck Chapman starred also at softball, lacrosse, and soccer; but he
was the basketball player par excellence. With brother Art, he was a
member of the Victoria Blue Ribbons and the Dominoes for 14 years,

and was the captain of five Canadian championship teams (1933, 1935,
1939, 1942, and 1946). Chuck

Chapman, Art Chapman, and Doug

Peden were all members of the silver-medal-winning 1936 Olympic

team, beaten only by the U.S.A. in the final. The B.C. Hall of Fame
states that Chuck Chapman is “generally ranked one-two” with
Dominoes team-mate Norm Baker as “the greatest of all Canadian
basketball players.”

Below left: William J. “Torchy” Peden (left), VHS 1924, and his kid
brother Doug, VHS 1933, formed the greatest team in six-day bike
racing when that sport was at its peak in the 1930's. Torchy Peden is
the most famous cyclist Canada has ever produced. An Olympic competitor in 1928, he went on to a lucrative professional career that saw
him become the world’s most celebrated competitor on the gruelling

six-day circuit — winner of 38 major races (32 with Doug) in Toronto,

Boston, Detroit, Chicago, and New York. Douglas Peden, now the
Sports Editor of the Victoria Daily Times, was an athlete of phenomenal versatility. A professional in cycling, baseball, and basketball — he
was high
scorer at the 1936 Berlin Olympics — Doug was also a star in

rugby, cricket, softball, boxing, swimming, tennis, badminton, and

Lester Patrick,

track and field.

Fox,” poses with sons Murray (left)
and Lynn (right) before their house
on Linden Avenue. All three are
B.C. Hall-of-Famers. Lynn

Patrick,

VHS

hockey’s

“Silver

1931, starred in

rugby with the B.C. Reps.; was a
member of the Blue Ribbons

national basketball

title-holders;

played football for Winnipeg Blue
Bombers; and played hockey for

New York Rangers from 1935 to
1943 (becoming scoring leader and

NHL all-star in the 1941/42 season).

Murray

“Muzz”

Patrick,

VHS 1933, was no less impressive.
Captain of every VHS team in his
senior year, and winner of many
track-and-field awards, he too

played for the Blue Ribbons and
teamed with Lynn to lead the
1939/40 Rangers to the Stanley
Cup. Muzz was also Canadian
amateur heavyweight boxing
champion and a professional sixday cyclist.
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The first of Victoria’s powerful
national basketball teams

1933

Blue Ribbons —

— the

consisted

mainly of recent Vic High students,
and was coached by VHS teacher
W.

E.

Cook.

Brothers

Art

and

Chuck Chapman played on all five
Blue

Ribbons

and

Dominoes

Muzz
Lynn

Patrick, Chuck Chapman,
Patrick, Tom Little, Joe

Ross,

A.

champions. L-R: Art Chapman,
McKeown,

C.

Slus

(known both as “Bill”

je”) had been a fine pro-

fessional athlete before he came to
Vic High in 1917 to teach science

and mathematics. In his 34 years at
Vic

High,

“Cookie” was a warm

and jovial figure. A disciple of Mrs.
Malaprop,

he claimed

that

had drunk the “excelsior of

he

life.”

and that he acted always of his own
“violation.”

The Victoria YMCA, under
beloved coach Archie McKinnon
(right), played a major role in the
development of VHS track stars,
some of whom were always prominent on Y teams. L-R: Alex Gaunt,
Paul Rowe, Bill Dale, Joe Addison,

Archie McKinnon;

Sitting: Jack

Ferguson, Chuck Cunningham.
Except for Paul Rowe, all members
of this team attended Victoria
High. At the 1938 British Empire

Games in Sydney, Australia, VHS

grad Bill Dale won a gold medal in
the mile relay, and a bronze in the

880.
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I934-1959
A QUARTER-CENTURY
OF STABILITY AND ACHIEVEMENT
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A STABLE SCHOOL
IN AN UNCERTAIN

WORLD

Few periods in world history have been more turbulent and confusing than the twenty-five years
from 1934 to 1959 — the quarter-century in which
Victoria High was led by Harry Smith and Harry
Dee. Canada witnessed the social and economic
trauma of the Great Depression; the agony and the
bloodshed of World War II; the social upheaval of
postwar resettlement; and the international tension

ofa new Cold War. Curiously enough — and fortunately, for the community of Victoria — this was
precisely the era of the greatest stability in the life of
Victoria High School. Adjusting calmly to changing
social needs and pressures, the school developed a
well-earned reputation for outstanding academic
achievement, while introducing innovative programs that made it possible to offer a fully comprehensive curriculum.

When Harry Smith succeeded Ira Dilworth at the
end of the 1933/34 session, North America was in
the depths of the Depression. Victoria may not have
been among Canada’s most cruelly affected communities, but the jagged social wounds were clearly
visible. A grim file in the VHS Archives contains a
thick stack of applications from families on relief,
requesting free text-books so that children might
remain at school for 1934/35. In keeping with a
humiliating requirement laid down by the Board of
School Trustees, each family had to document the
full scope of its poverty; and the alleged circumstances would then be checked and confirmed by
the school nurse before the text-book application
was granted. The entries are dismal and pathetic:
Recently lost position, and entirely
funds.
Father unemployed for several years.
Relief: script, no cash.
I am

unemployed

and

unable

to

without

meet

the

expenses of the necessary books. Anything that
can be done will be considered as a great favour
and deeply appreciated by a Returned Soldier.
Tam on Mother’s Pension. My income is 35 dollars per month. I have one daughter 17 years
not working, ifI don’t send my boy to school I
have to forfeit the pension. I have been unable to

keep up with my light & water etc., so feel | must
ask for help about the books.

For more than a few teenagers in the 1930's,
attendance at Victoria High School represented the

best hope of a decent square meal. The school’s fine
cafeteria was generously subsidized by the Victoria
School Board, and a complete hot dinner plate was
available every noon at a cost of 15S¢ — meat,

potatoes, vegetables, and gravy. For children whose
parents were on relief, the 15¢ tariff was waived,
and the hot dinner could be obtained by presenting
a special blue meal ticket.
The Great Depression was a cruel and ugly era,
with very few positive benefits for society. Yet the
keen awareness of unemployment and poverty did
develop a new social conscience among the students
of Victoria High. With the help of concerned teachers like Nan Eaton and Ella Cameron, students
embarked on a program of supplying food hampers
to the most desperately needy families in the Fernwood area — in the process, cementing a bond of
sympathy between Vic High and its immediate
neighbourhood that has lasted for many decades.

Of course, a good many students could not take part
in such out-of-class activities: they were preoccupied with the task of supporting large families
on the meagre income from newspaper routes and
other casual jobs.
In times like these, Victoria High was an image of
hope and stability. That is not to say that it was a
place of static immobility. When budgetary constraints began to relax in the late 1930's, the school
inaugurated a new home economics program,
under the direction of former VHS student Beth T.
Ramsay. Well qualified with a B.Sc. from Washington and an M.A. from Columbia, Miss Ramsay
taught at the school from 1939 to 1955 and laid the
foundations of the present curriculum in home economics. Similar progress was apparent in technical
and commercial subjects, acknowledged elsewhere
in this history.
During the 1940’s and °50’s, Victoria High offered
striking proof that a public secondary school could
develop a broad comprehensive program and still
maintain the excellence of its traditional academic
offerings. In fact, the school became a symbol of
academic as well as social stability, as its graduates
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compiled a record of successes on matriculation
exams unmatched by any institution in the province. The only close competition came from crosstown rival Oak Bay High, an outstanding smaller
school.
The notable years were heralded by the achievement of Donald C. McLeod and Charles Maunsell,
who in 1941 stood first and second in British Columbia on the matriculation lists. Under the postwar
scholarship program, directed by Ella Cameron
and guided by a host of mature master teachers on
the VHS staff, the school had no fewer than six pro-

vincial medalists in a twelve-year period. The fol-

lowing Vic High graduates placed either first or
second on the rigorous British Columbia departmental exams:
1948
1949
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A. Ronald Forbes
Peter L. Smith

2nd
Ist

Members of the Home Economics 20 class prepare milk
puddings and chocolate blancmange. At stove: Carol Eastwood, standing: Nan Baxter; sitting: Joy Donovan.

1950
1951
1952
1955
1956
1960

Beverley J. Fulton
Lyle P. Robertson
Sonia Stuart
A.J. Stewart Smith
John M. Gilliland
TerrenceChew Leung

Ist
2nd
Ist
Ist
Ist
Ist

As the graduates from Victoria High and other
city schools moved on to Victoria College, that College developed a proud record of academic excellence;

and

students

from

Victoria

showed

an

embarrassing tendency to earn almost every academic honour in sight at the University of British

Columbia. It was compelling testimony to the quality of public education in the Greater Victoria area.

HARRY SMITH:
SYMBOL OF STABILITY
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It is safe to say that any student who attended Victoria High from 1914 to 1955 will have some vivid
memory of Henry Lawson Smith, whose 41 years as
teacher and 21 years as Principal are both school
records. The images evoked by his name may cover

a wide range. Here is a 1955 reminiscence by Dr.
Roy Daniells, University Professor of English Language and Literature at UBC:
In 1915 I came to the school and scuttled about
the corridors in a state of complete bewilderment, and my recollections of those years are
clouded with bewilderment and confusion to this
moment. But among the recollections are a few
that stand out remarkably clearly; and one is of

coming along the corner of the building by the
strip of grass on the Fernwood Road side, and
discovering a small group of footballers coming
down the strip of lawn in fine style, learning how

to make a pass with a ball, quickly, neatly, accurately; and amid them was, it seemed to me, a
middle-aged man. I may say that this was the
view

of a very

confused

boy;

it subsequently

transpired that he was not very many years older
than myself, but the air of authority and rever-

ence which sat upon him gave the impression.
His face was pale, his hair was short-cropped, his
eyes were blue, and he had a voice which even
amidst my general confusion arrested me, for he
spoke to that football team with authority and
not as the scribes. He was not shouting, but he
was saying something very explicit, very peremptory and very definite about how a ball ought to
be passed, and the ball was being passed with

precision exactly as he wished it to be. He was not
standing on the sidelines but running with his
team. I said to another boy, “Who is that?” And
he said, “That is Harry Smith.” That recollection
is among very few which stand out in my mind
and almost in the retina of my failing eyes with
absolute clarity.

Later generations of students may recall different
facets of Harry Smith: the English scholar who
could teach Shakespeare without the aid of a textbook; the startling disciplinarian who could command instant respect by means of his voice, his
presence, and his blood-curdling natural whistle;
the cheerful and sympathetic friend with a unique
gift for remembering students’ names and faces. Of
the many fine principals of Victoria High, none
became more thoroughly identified with the school
than Harry Smith. His own remarkable balance of
academic, athletic, and moral objectives had much
to do with the healthy balance of values in the
school that he led from 1934 to 1955.
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The young Roy Daniells, on the steps of VHS.

Like his predecessor Sam Willis, Harry Smith
was born in Prince Edward Island — in Charlottetown,

on July

established

in

12,

1889.

P.E.I.

His ancestors

for many

had

been

generations:

his

great-grandfather Isaac Smith had designed and
built both Government House and the Colonial
Building in Charlottetown. Harry’s father was
clerk of the court in the provincial capital, and
Harry himself filled in as deputy clerk occasionally
when he was in his teens. After two years at Prince
of

Wales

appointed
Southport,
of $275 a
embracing
one

College

in

Charlottetown,

he

was

at age 18 to his first teaching job — at
across the river — for the princely salary
year. Southport had a one-room school
grades | to 10, and was heated by the

traditional

pot-bellied

stove.

However,

when

the weather was coldest young Harry would often

warm to his work by skating to school, for he was
one of the most accomplished hockey players in
Charlottetown. After a further year of teaching at
West Kent school, he headed to Montreal, to study
English literature at McGill University.

By the time he graduated from McGill in 1912,
Harry Smith had established a brilliant record both
as a scholar and an athlete. In his final year he was
Shakspere gold medalist, graduating with First
Rank Honours. Despite his relatively small size
(which earned him the nickname “Banty”), he was

Victoria, chiefly as a result of his athletic prowess.
Thanks to thé Patricks’ introduction of artificial ice,
hockey was flourishing; and Harry was a standout at
right wing on the Senators, the Pacifics, and the Colonist teams. As a member of the JBAA rugby team
he enjoyed the companionship of Vic High graduate Byron

(“Boss”)

Johnson,

a future premier of

B.C. There is little doubt that his athletic fame did
much to establish his popularity as a teacher at the
High School. It was a source of awe to many students that the fast, tough skater could be so comfortable with lyric and dramatic poetry.
In 1919 Harry Smith married Alice Corry, a VHS
and McGill graduate who had returned to teach at
her old school. Theirs was the first of the “corridor
courtships” — those furtive but curiously public
romances that have culminated over the years in at
least five VHS staff marriages. (According to oral

tradition, students of the day were laying odds on
which of two young English teachers Miss Corry
would eventually choose: the lady has said that it
was no contest, from the start!) Of their five chil-

Nova Scotia, he had been a teacher in the Maritimes; but he set out for a new life aboard the first
Canadian Pacific train to cross the continent. Arriving in Victoria, he gave up his teaching profession to
become editor of The Daily Colonist. Lawson’s

dren, three would respond to the atavistic call of
teaching careers, and two would actually be on staff
briefly at Victoria High.
Throughout his career Harry Smith was most celebrated for his prodigious memory for literary quotation and for student names. More than a bit of the
ham actor (like many good teachers), he delighted
in presenting English poetry without a text in sight,
reciting long passages with greater gusto than subtlety. Once a sly student, who had been watching
the printed page, smugly announced that Mr. Smith
had misquoted a line of Shakespeare. “The book is
wrong!” said Mr. Smith triumphantly, as he
plunged into the next soliloquy. His profound joy in
poetry put the emphasis of his English classes on
appreciation rather than on criticism or analysis:
and it was the sheer delight of teaching poetry in
this fashion that caused him always to keep a class-

daughters (Harry’s aunts) had also found success in

room assignment even when he was principal of a

Victoria: Maria Lawson was a teacher, author, and
newspaperwoman (she wrote delightful regular col-

large and complex school.
The memory for names is a gift that can be best
appreciated only by another teacher, who would
find it hard to believe that anyone could remember

A candid shot of the youthful Harry Smith, ara VHS
class picnic at Cadboro Bay in 1917.

a star forward on the championship McGill hockey
team, and, as well, was intercollegiate pole-vaulting
champion.
It was a curious quality of Prince Edward Islanders that, no matter how deep their roots in that
lovely province, they were quick to travel to the

western wilderness for adventure and opportunity.
Harry Smith’s maternal grandfather, Henry Lawson, had made the pilgrimage years before. Son of
William

Lawson,

first President

of the

Bank

of

umns for the Colonist until she was 80); Miss E. G.
“Nell” Lawson was principal of Kingston Street
School for many years. It was therefore not surpris-

ing that Harry Smith should choose, after a brief
teaching stint in Montreal’s Westmount Academy,
to accept a position in 1914 on the staff
of Victoria
High School. It was a job he was to hold continuously until his retirement 41 years later.
Before long Harry Smith was a familiar figure in

almost every student over a forty-year career. Yet

this was virtually true for Harry Smith — and even
in the case of Victoria High School students he had
never taught, or possibly even met! To understand
the phenomenon one must realize, first, that he
worked in an age when computers were not yet even

a twinkle in some cybernetic eye: because student
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The VHS staff for 1937 was a powerful group of veteran teachers. Back row L-R: Bob Heywood, Alastair Boyd, James
“Steamboat” Armstrong, Harry English, Vaughan Pritchard, Doug Wallis. Fourth Row: Les Hardie, George Brand, John

Welch, Bill Hughes, Hubert Cumberbirch, Whitman Webber. Third row: Bill Roper, Earl “Bunny” Clarke, Lew Clark, Reg

Hammond, Harry Gilliland, Frank Buck, Studdert Kennedy, Harry Dee. Second Row: Harriett Doull, Verna Turner,
Hazel Sargent, Dorothea Hay, Nan Eaton, Queenie Shields, Ella Cameron, Laura Archibald, Isabel Thomas, Jessie Roberts. Front row: Claude Campbell (Vice-Principal), Margaret Hallam (Secretary), Harry Smith (Principal), Adele Macleod, Ernie Cook, Margaret Swanson, Mary Hamilton, Nora Holroyd.

timetables had to be planned individually and manually in the summer months, he came to know each
entering student by name before the school year
even began. A few classroom visitations in September, seating plans in hand, and names could be
attached to faces. From this point on, a genuine
interest and concern for student welfare kept the
memory reinforced, until the experience of three or
four years’ contact had engraved each name upon
his mind. Just as the name might be starting to fade,
some twenty or twenty-five years later, a younger
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generation would arrive to begin a new process of

reinforcement. (“Good morning. Miss Johnson.
Was your father James or Gordon or Arthur Johnson?”) Harry Smith was reputed to know half the
names in the city of Victoria; he could boast of having taught a William Shakespeare, a Rudyard Kipling. an Oliver Goldsmith. and a Joseph Addison.
The simple mnemonic device of “grouping” he
developed to an exact science. Both as an athletic
coach and as a classroom teacher, he had an understandable tendency to think in terms of vintage

years — those glorious moments when three or four
superb natural athletes or half a dozen brilliant

intellects miraculously coincide. By associating
such a group with one of its conspicuous members
and by using that name as a standard-bearer, he
could work backwards or forwards or sideways to
fill all the gaps in memory, ultimately producing the
year of entrance or matriculation for almost any
student. Two of his favourite standard-bearers, for
example, were Lynn Patrick (1931) and Murray
(“Muzz’) Patrick (1933). The Patrick brothers were

particularly memorable, partly because they were
peerless athletes, partly because they were sons of
his old friend Lester (hockey’s “Silver Fox”), and

partly because — to use Harry
lative — they were just “fine
graduate of 1931 was “in Lynn
any graduate of 1934, however

Smith’s plain superfellows.” Thus any
Patrick’s year”; and
distinguished in his

own right, might well be nailed chronologically in
Harry Smith’s memory as “the year after Muzz
Patrick.” Asa rule, the mnemonic calculation was a
private and silent process; and it could produce an
almost instant result.
A school may easily rise or fall on the principal’s
capacity to know his students. A large urban high
school can become a place of alienation and anonymity — a social and academic nightmare in the
uneasy years of adolescence. Without conscious
realization of what he was doing, Harry Smith was
forever counteracting this threat: to be known by

name is to belong and to have a place of value. As a
result, he did much to build morale and give the

school an esprit de corps. To use the words of Dr.
Sydney Jackman, VHS °42 (now Professor of History at the University of Victoria): “I think he some-

how managed to make the school feel that he and

Harry Smith’s final s sion of 1954/55 was a vintage year for VHS sport, and included the recovery of the Howard Russell
Cup from Oak Bay High, a school that was building its own great athletic tradition. Members of

this Vie High rugby team

were, front row L-R: John Meija, Roy Lewis, Russ Chambers, Denny Atkinson, Bob McKee; second row: Moir McLagan
(Manager), Al Wicks, Gary Frankham, Ron MacKenzie (Captain), Stewart Smith (Vice-Captain), Gordon Johnston, Norm

Parker, Principal H. L. Smith, Joe Andrews (Coach); back row: Erne Barnett, Don Smith, Dick Pomeroy, Bill Hitch,
David Anderson, Ian McDougall, Ralph Pettie, Fred Mair, Don Shewchuk. (A few years later, David Anderson was winning
fame as a member of UBC’s internationally strong eight-oared rowing crew. Still later, he would serve the Victoria area both

as a federal M.P. and as provincial M.L.

. and leader of the B.C.

Liberal Party.)
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the pupils were all involved in one great adventure
the end of which was for the good of everyone. His
character and his personality were stamped on all of
his and our activities.”
Notall old students will have benign memories of

their former principal; for Harry Smith was a stern
and uncompromising disciplinarian. His own moral
standards, the product ofa deeply religious Methodist childhood, were quite absolute, with the result
that his expectations were high. Guided by unbending rules of personal integrity, Harry Smith was not
gentle with any erring student who had been guilty
of dishonesty, disrespect, or just plain laziness. Not
for nothing had he gained the nickname of “The
Wolf” (before that word acquired a strange new
meaning at the time of World War II). Private ses-

sions in his office were approached with justifiable
dread, merely because of the magisterial force of his
disapproval. There was absolutely no danger of corporal punishment: the old leather strap had become
an archival exhibit by the 1920’s, and Harry Smith
never bullied or threatened or held a grudge. If a
boy had earned rebuke, he would “blast the life out
of the blighter”; and more often than not, a new
mutual friendship would result.
Victoria High has seldom had any serious discipline problem over the past fifty years. If minor
troubles ever arose, Harry Smith was likely to call
upon a physical talent that was his ultimate administrative asset — the most piercing whistle ever to
arrest the heartbeat of a student wrongdoer. This
was no childish, Saturday-matinee-type squeal, but
a richly textured and mature explosion of sound,
requiring two hands and four fingers.
The power of the whistle was legendary. Awed
witnesses still recall the quiet noon-hour when one
young man (basically sane and law-abiding) was
seized by a lunatic whim to swing from the climbing
rope that often hung tied to the gymnasium balcony
rail. No sooner had the impetuous Tarzan reached
the outer extent of his arc, poised high above the
gym floor, than — with timing that sent onlookers
into ecstasy — the whistle of doom blasted forth
from an open balcony door. The poor victim
seemed to hang immobilized in space, until the

relentless law of the pendulum brought him back to
the balcony and the principal’s displeasure. One
could actually chart the minor crime rate of Vic
High by the frequency of Harry Smith’s whistleblasts.
By and large, his school ran smoothly, thanks to
the strong and able staff that Ira Dilworth and he
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himself had assembled — including seasoned VicePrincipals Claude Campbell and Harry Dee — and
thanks also to Harry Smith’s unfailing energy in
handling problems directly. His was the last principalship before the advent of the public address system. His classrooms were never invaded by
disembodied electronic voices: when there was

word to be brought he brought it himself— up three
flights of stairs, if need be — and his knock on the
door was a familiar occurrence.
A

year

after

his

retirement,

Harry

Smith

had

embarked on a new career at University School,
where his nine years of service from 1956 to 1965
rounded out a full half-century of teaching in Vic-

toria. Despite his long commitment to public education, he had never been one to disparage the work

of independent schools; and he was delighted to
have a chance to resume a full-time teaching load.
It was a happy epilogue to a long career.
Ten years after his second retirement, Harry
Smith died in Victoria on June 16, 1975, in his 86th
year.
When he had first retired, on June 23, 1955, a
magnificent celebration was held in the VHS auditorium. This was a combined reunion of former Vic
High students and a massive tribute to the retiring
principal. Mr. and Mrs. Smith were given a holiday
trip to Europe as a parting gift, and the event was
one of high emotion. Platform guests included Mrs.
Henry Esson Young, who had taught at Vic High as
Rosalind Watson almost 60 years before, and Dr.
Harold L. Campbell, a VHS alumnus who was then
Deputy

Minister of Education.

nies was Ray Whitehouse (VHS

Master of ceremo-

°40), a CBC

pro-

ducer in Vancouver; a youthful Hugh Curtis (VHS
’50) brought the event to the CJVI radio audience.
The main speaker of the evening was Dr. Roy
Daniells, a portion of whose address began this
chapter. The concluding section of his speech will
serve as a most articulate summation of Harry
Smith’s service to Victoria High School:

We have witnessed a very extraordinary thing,
which takes place very slowly: the growth of a
reputation, the gradual revelation of a full character, the slow unfolding of a career. The teach-

ing across these decades — and the teaching is
always the most important thing, no matter what
administrators tell you — the teaching has been
lucid and penetrating and infused with genuine
love of literature, a very rare thing, And the dealings with people — and this is the uniform and
universal testimony — have been friendly and
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honest and fair. Honest and fair are not always
the same thing, but they happen to be the same
thing in the Principal of this school.
Across this whole period of time, the initial
impression that I received as a rather bewildered
student has I think been confirmed: the impression ofa man dominated by decency and consistency and integrity. Consistency and integrity
are not always the same thing; some of us are
consistent

(heaven

knows!),

but

consistent

in

quite another way. There has been a great and
constant sympathy; and one mark of that, I think
a direct outgrowth of that sympathy, is the quite
fantastic memory which Harry Smith still has,
not only

for names

and

faces (the

politician’s

trick), but for ideas, the nature of people, their
struggles, their endeavours, their inner lives. And
through it all there has been visible very palpably
something strong, something which would not
bend to pressures; and underneath that, something for which there is no adequate word, so let
us call it simply “goodness” — by which I mean,
and most of you will agree, that if at some undetermined time hence you should meet Harry
Smith in Heaven, he will be perhaps a little surprised but conceal it, but you will not be surprised!
Now, we are always tempted, when looking at
a sustained and consistent reputation, to look for
a dominant characteristic, to say that there is one
trait which leads the others. But I think that in
our friend and mentor, Harry Smith, there is no
such trait. ’'ve been somewhat puzzled why it
was so hard to find any one thing. any one quality, which seemed to dominate the rest — until
suddenly the key to it seemed to fall into my
hands, in that very ancient classical concept of
the golden mean. As you are all aware, and some

of you much more accurately aware than I, the

Greeks had a concept of the ideal man who did
nothing in excess, who did not allow any one of
his qualities to dominate another, and who never
rushed to extremes of any description. This ideal
was to them a virtue; this ideal is to us almost a
nonentity, we see so little of it. We have endured
in the last decades every kind of extreme in our
national and international life. In international
politics, we have had everything from foolhardiness to extreme timidity, with disastrous consequences. In economics we have had the
extremes of depression and inflation. In religion
we have had obscurantism in abundance and
complete indifference in abundance on the other
hand. Now it is no small feat to have achieved so
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balanced a character that one is in the centre:
that one cannot be labelled, that one is not any
particular kind of person, but one is integral and
a combination of the qualities.
From the office of this Principal in this school
there have not emanated wild theories of drastic
change, but there has been continuous and unabated sound administration, the hardest thing in
the world to get. He has looked into matters for
himself and he has acted accordingly. I am told
that in the early years of his principalship he consistently legged it about the corridors and the
staircases and even the surrounding streets of the
school, keeping his eye upon everything and
being always available in any emergency of any
description. I’m told also that he possessed the
very rare faculty of returning from these expeditions and falling flat upon the staffroom couch
and sleeping for five minutes amid all the hubbub and waking like a lion refreshed.
When I was very small my father gave me a toy
that intrigued me greatly. It was a wheel, a metal
wheel, which spun on its axis, silently and
intensely, blending all its colours into one ring.
Because of this fact it would stand alone without
any support and it would move along the cable
over what seemed to me to be great abysses. It
was a gyroscope, a very interesting toy. Subsequently I discovered that this identical thing, a
gyroscope, fitted into great ships. would keep
them on an even keel when they were rolling horribly in a great storm, because of its virtue of
steady and silent rotation on its own axis which
brought everything into a vertical plane.
This is, relative to other communities in this
world and even in this country and I regret to say
even in this province, a secure community. It
owes something to the stability of this school
across a number of decades, across several generations, in fact. And a good deal of that security
and stability has, I think, without question, come
from the steady, quiet revolution of the school
about this central self-contained axis of the Principal himself. That is a feat. We have had
depressions and wars and upheavals. We have
needed consistency, stability, strong and active
people, who would keep things going in the way
they should go. We have needed what the theologians call the “assurance of salvation”; and in
secular terms, I think it is that, if | may say one
thing more than another, it is that more than anything else that Harry Smith has in one way or
another given us: the assurance that ultimately
all is well.

WORLD

WAR

DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE
1939 - 1945

II

In the late summer of 1939, only 21 short years after
“The Great War,” Canada was again involved in
global conflict. World War II was dramatically different in scope and in national attitude; but it had
the similar effect of decimating a generation of
Canadian manhood. Before peace would be
restored in 1945, no fewer than 115 Victoria High
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students would give their lives.
With the attack on Pearl Harbour and the outbreak of war with Japan in December 1941, it
seemed quite possible that Victoria might become
directly involved in enemy action, since the Esquimalt naval base and dockyard represented a prime
target for attack. The VHS Log Book, 1941-1944,
has this entry for December 8, 1941:
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in Victoria. U.S. declared War on Japan.

A state of uneasy tension existed for many months.
School evacuation procedures were practised and

THAT THE WORLD?

all students were issued gas masks. On September
11, 1942, students were sent home when the air raid
sirens wailed their precautionary warning; but this

turned out to be a false alarm. No Japanese bomb
ever fell on Canadian soil, although a few desultory
shells landed in the vicinity of the Bamfield Cable
Station, on Vancouver Island’s west coast.

The School was very much involved in one of the
most controversial episodes of the Second World
War, the deportation of the Japanese-Canadians in
the spring of 1942. One can understand how, in the
early months of the Pacific War, there could have

been anxiety about espionage within the JapaneseCanadian

fishing fleet (even

without evidence

of

disloyalty). However the preventative solution now

appears unconscionably brutal, as it did then to
many Victorians: under the War Measures Act, the
federal government ordered the wholesale evacuation, to internment camps in Ontario, the Prairies
or the B.C. interior, of the entire Japanese-Canadian community on the Pacific Coast, with the virtual confiscation of their land and other possessions.
Students at Victoria High School, instinctively
wiser than their elders, were mystified and appalled

by the national decree. These “aliens” in question
were second- or third-generation Canadians,

respected and admired citizens within Vic High.
For years young Victorians of Japanese descent had
been academic and social leaders, active in every
aspect of school life. Yoshito Ishida and Taro Yoneda had been outstanding athletes in the 1930's.
Yosukazu Kamachi and Saburo Takahashi were
fine debaters. Eiko and Yaeko Henmi were firstclass scholars, as were most of the Japanese-Canadians.
Reg Reid, who is now Vice-Principal of Victoria
High, was a student at the school in 1941/42. He
remembers vividly the final morning assembly
attended by his Japanese-Canadian schoolmates, a
brief but emotional ceremony. Principal H. L.
Smith read a favourite psalm and students recited
the Lord’s Prayer; then everyone filed out of the
auditorium quietly, as the doors were held open by
Yoshio Shimizu, a popular member of the Grade 12
class. Many of Yoshio’s fellow-students were in
tears.
103

A SCHOOL

WITH

SPIRIT

During the modern era, Victoria High has always
placed an emphasis on student involvement in
extra-curricular activities. Much of the credit
should be given to a selfless teaching staff, who have
never regarded their duties as limited to classroom
instruction.
In the 1940’s and 1950’s, clubs began to blossom
in every conceivable area of student interest, from
chess to photography to ballroom dancing. There
were even zealots who banded together for academic enrichment in science and language clubs.

Community service organizations, like the Junior
Red Cross or the Boys’ and Girls’ Hi-Y, were
always very much in evidence. This fact may help to
explain the unusual commitment to service that can
be seen among Victoria High School graduates,
who have been conspicuous, for example, in international development programs such as Canadian
University Service Overseas (CUSO).

School spirit received a boost from a strong program of intra-mural athletics, based on a House
System that was introduced in 1938/39. Students

were assigned to Houses by first letter of surnames:
House I (A to D), House II (E to La), House III (Le
to P),

were

House

now

IV

(Q

a curious

to Z).

Alphabetical

feature

of VHS

loyalties

life. Inter-

House competition could be as lively as that of the
better publicized extra-mural program. In some
years there were as many as five or six well-organized senior teams in each of the major sports, so that
even the average athlete had an opportunity to participate.
The photographs on these pages show some of
the manifestations of school spirit from the late 30’s
to the mid 50's.

The first printed number of the Camosunet (opposite)
appeared November 24, 1938. The newspaper had been
launched in mimeographed form in 1937 under editor
Ernest McMinn. Following a stint in the navy, 1938 editor

Alec Merriman joined the regular staff of a Victoria daily,
in the tradition of VHS

newspapermen such as Benny

Nicholas, Archie Wills, Kenneth Drury, Sandham Graves,

Bruce Hutchison, and Brian Tobin.

The red-and-white-clad VHS
Majorettes made their debut on
Wednesday, February 25, 1942,
at half-time during the annual
Kiwanis Cup rugby classic
against Victoria College. In the
second half of that game, Doug
Wallis’ Vic High team, sparked
by Captain Dick Chungranes,
rallied to defeat the older and
heavier Collegians 9-8.
L-R:

Earl

Morrison

(leader),

Kay Davidson, Joy Hedley, Barbara Wilson, Kay Burns, Norma
Turner, Velda Wille, Helen

McDonald, Kay Simpson, Peggy
Low, Marian Millar.
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Elects Leaders of Extra
Curricula Activities

Nil Desperandum
By Audrey E. Porter
Iam ready to sue
Either you, you, or you—
Mr. Maker of shoe polish, powder
or glue.

But—wait—look at this here,
And it’s not very dear!
Photo by Savannah,
says it will take all my
Committees have been named by
Courtesy of The Victoria Daily Times. And itwrinkles
away—
Barbara Hutcheon, President of the
So
I'd
better
make haste
BARBARA HUTCHEON
Students’ Council, as follows:
For that new wrinkle paste,
as President of the Victoria "Cause I see it is on special only
Finance, David Anstey (Chair- who,
today!
Eaton and Nancy High School Students’ Council, is
leader of many
Kyle; Social, Martha Armstrong the enthusiastic
extra curricula activities.
(Chairman), Victor Eaton, Gordon
Jennings, Ken Wilson and Mary
MOVIE DIRECTOR
McLorie; Visual Education, DonDancing
ald Fields (Chairman), Joan Dun- Ballroom
can and Sam Gagliardi; Publicity
By Peggy Reid
and Publications, Alec Merriman
(Chairman), Bettie Southern, Ray
The campaign for the abolition of
Whitehouse and Donald Sceats; wallflowers and stag-lines by makAthletics, Bill Brown (Chairman), ing it possible for everybody in the
Frank Mylrea, Alec Walker and High School to get instruction in
Wendy Perkins.
dancing, has been crowned with suc-

cess.

BUT

TRUE

RECORD
LEAF—The huge “Victoria Regia” water-lily, of British
Guiana, South America, has leaves
12 feet across, big enough to serve
several native children as a raft.
SOWN BY THE SEA—A ship
with a cargo of cocoanuts was
wrecked off the east coast of
Trinidad (West Indies). The
nuts

were

washed

ashore,

took

root and today the coast is fringed
for miles with cocoanut palms.

RED SNOW—Sometimes on the
shores of Baffin’s Bay (Canada)
the cliffs are covered for some
miles with brilliant red snow,
sometimes 12 feet deep. Under
the microscope the colour is
found to be caused by tiny red
plants in the snow, Red snow is
also seen sometimes in the high
peaks of the Swiss Alps.

Price, 5c

24, 1938

Dramatics Club
To Stage Play
For Yuletide
By Lydia Gilliland

"The Maker of Dreams,” a fanYou can still advertise
tasy by Oliphant Down, will be
But here's one who's
presented by the Dramatic Club at
I'll no longer be caught by your
the Christmas Concert December 14
Smooth-written lies.
and 15,
I bought face creams and lotions
It is hoped that the student body
In tons and in oceans,
will make the concert an overwhelmBut my looks don't seem to im- ing success by turning out full
strength to see the excellent proprove;
I bought shampoo and hair dye
duction which is now in rehearsal,
To bring me the right guy—
under the direction of Miss Ella
But yet he has not made a move.
Cameron.
The play by the Dramatics Club
As for lipstick and polish—
is one of the many fine items that
Such stuff I abolish
will be featured in the Christmas
Forever from my shopping list,
Concert. Among the other items
"Cause my nails never shine
are a number of songs by the choir
And my lips may look fine—
and some selections by the orchesBut still they await to be kissed,
tra,

By Marcia Beach
Members in the Victoria High
School Students’ Council have been
divided into five committees to take
charge of a wide range of extra cur
ricula activities which will cover a
field wide enough to- keep every
High School student profitably interested and occupied during the
school term.
Already these committees have
proved themselves full of action and
prolific in ideas. The much-needed
dancing class, which has already
proved a great success, was inaugurated through the efforts of the
Social Committee,

STRANGE

Patronize our Advertisers, Their Generous
Co-operation is greatly
appreciated.

Ballroom dancing is now being
taught in Miss Doull’s room four
days a week, and is conducted by
the chairman of the Social Committee, Martha Armstrong,
sored by Mr, Heywood and Miss
Maxwell.
Among the first to seize the opportunity to perfect themselves in
the terpsichorean art are Joan
Walker, Muriel Comber, Grace
read, H. Taylor and Gordon Agnew.

MacPherson.

Clicking In A
Big Way
By Doreen Robson

Yah Man! What did the “Camosunet” tell you! The Pep meetings are certainly clicking as far as

hidden talent is concerned.

At the last meeting Helen Finlayson was the girl with the nimble
feet. Denise Pottinger sang a
couple of madern ditties, while the
Hothouse Quartette swung out on
several swingaroos,
The cheering section was led by
Ray Whitehouse and Alex Crawford, who also ushered in the “school
spirit” in tha person of Al Collins,
but the highlight of the programme
was Ruby's Alexander’s rendition
of “Small Fry," accompanied by
Eleanor Hourston at the piano.
It's
about
every
Bob

Child, Dot Kendall, Gordon Calder-

The Social Committee, Mary MeLorie, Vie Eaton, Ken Wilson and
Gordon Jennings, are giving individual instruction. Other students
helping in the same way are Denise
Pottinger, Nancy Kyle, Jo Wilson
and Barbara Hutcheon. Others interested in teaching the art of heelswinging are Betty Thatcher, Dave
Anstey, Ray Whitehouse and John

Pep Meetings Are

—Photo by Savannah.
Courtesy of The Victoria Daily Times.
DONALD

too bad
having
two or
Akins

something isn't done
regular Pep meetings
three weeks,
announced the debut

of the Camosunet and David Anstey
was the M.C,

FIELDS

who, as President of the Visual
Education Committee, will arrange
special moving picture programmes
for students. Mr. H. Dee is in charge
of arranging moving picture programmes for the morning assemblies on Thursdays.

Bob

ELECT OFFICERS
Jennings has been elected

president of the Journalism Club.
Hilda Newton is secretary and Marion Jones, David Monk and Graeme
Scott form the programme committee.
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The Majorettes for 1951. Back row
L-R: Joan Long, Shirley Waring,
Shirley Rowe, Ann McPherson,
Louella Kalk, Margaret Wilson,
Joyce Taylor. Front: Hazel Lum,
Shirley Heinrichs (captain), Barbara Chung. The Majorette tradition lasted exactly 25 years, as the
activity disappeared at the end of
the 1965/66 session.

Cheerleaders added life to all sporting events. The 1951 squad consisted of (L-R)

Geraldine

Koski,

Gerry Bilou, Ann Armstrong, Ted
Lunt, and Maralyn Richards.
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The Victoria Inter-High

Track Meet was held on the

VHS grounds on Friday, May 21, 1948. The new Camosun has just been released, and students eagerly swap
autographs (left) as the meet progresses. Down on the
field, in one of the last races of the afternoon, Vic High

Scores a crucial victory (below). Jean Kerr of VHS nips
Oak Bay ace Adrienne Taylor in the final leg of the 4x110
yards senior girls’ relay, cheered on by teammate Sheila
Sinnamon. Excited officials include teachers Lawrie Wal-

lace, Stan Murphy, and Joan McLagan, and the ubiquitous Mr. YMCA, Archie McKinnon.
meet: a day of warmth and joy!

Vic High wins the
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Opposite: The candid pages of the Camosun give us interesting glimpses of student vitality and campus views. In this
1945 montage, we see teachers Mary Hamilton, Evelyn
Prisk, and Reg Hammond in their classrooms, and Principal Harry Smith limbering up his pitching arm on the Circus midway.

Equally successful as a morale-booster and as a fund-raiser, the Indoor Circus was first held on March 2-3, 1945,
when $2,540 was raised for the Red Cross in a concerted
effort headed by Vice-Principal and General Convenor
Harry Dee. The Circus has been held regularly since that
year, and has featured an auditorium variety show and a
gymnasium midway. Cavorting members of the 1950 variety show

(below,

L-R)

are Clarice

Lorna Colbert, Bill Worthy,
Erwin.

Knott,

Bob

Toews,

Shirley Smith, and Owen

NEW

BUILDINGS

FOR THE HIGH

Ever since the new VHS opened in 1914, the greatest physical drawback had been the total lack of
technical facilities on the Vic High grounds. On
three different occasions the School Board had proposed the construction of a technical unit, but each
time the necessary by-law was defeated by Victoria
ratepayers.

It took a war to get the project started. In 1941,
under the War Emergency Training Programme,
servicemen were to be given instruction in carpentry, bricklaying, metalwork and other trades. A
“semi-permanent” structure was built at the west
end of the Vic High grounds, with labour provided

SCHOOL

by the soldier trainees. As a result, for a cost of

$18,000 (less than half supplied by the City) the
High School gained a new metalwork building,
opened on February 11, 1943. This modest structure was later incorporated into the F. T. Fairey

Vocational-Technical Unit, a well-equipped facility
erected in 1949 at a cost of $315,021. Technical and
Vocational programs were now available in

automotive

(maintenance

and

repair), drafting,

electricity, frame house construction, machine
shop, sheet metal, and welding. In 1958 Fairey Tech
was further expanded by an addition costing
$177,694.

The F. T. Fairey Vocational-Technical Unit was designed by Birley, Wade
& Stockdill and built by Commonwealth

Construction.

Ready for

classes in September 1949, it was formally opened November

7, 1949 by

the Hon. Humphrey Mitchell, Federal

Minister of Labour. Students are at
work in the machine shop in the 1957
photograph at left.

Under the energetic leadership of teacher L. J. “Lawrie” Wallace, students and staff raised $20,000 in 1948/49 to build the VHS Memorial
Stadium, a tribute to students who died in World War II. A house-tohouse canvass raised $8,000, and the balance came from community
donations and events such as the school Circus. Ready for use in 1949,
this was the first school stadium in the province. Two years later, a cinder track was completed at a cost of $6,600, thanks mainly to a $4,600
donation from the Victoria Gyro Club (with the balance from the Vic-

toria School Board and the Vic High Students’ Council).

On October 19, 1956, former principal H. L.
Smith officially opened this addition to Victoria
High School, designed by Wade, Stockdill &
Armour and built at a total cost of $370,764.
New principal Harry Dee had done much of the
planning for the structure, which provided art,
music, and other classrooms above a large new

gymnasium. The school was now lucky enough
to enjoy two separate gyms for its physical education program.

aig

HENRY

DRUMMOND

DEE

co,

No principal of Victoria High has ever had such
deep roots in the school as Henry Drummond Dee.
Ira Dilworth had been the first alumnus to lead Vic
High; in 1955 Harry Dee became the first Victoria
native to hold the post. He had been born only a
block away — in a large house on the corner of
Balmoral and Camosun.
As a child, Harry Dee played on the site of the
present VHS, then a wild place of mystery and
temptation (as he recalled in 1961):

The grounds of this building were created out of
a borrow-pit from which the sand and gravel for
ballasting the old B.C. Electric street-car tracks
were taken. It was a wonderful spot for small
boys. The fact that the area was the unofficial city
dump did not lessen its attraction for us. There
were willow-fringed ponds filled with tadpoles in
the spring. All the small urchins of the neighbourhood built rafts and went voyaging in a perilous fashion on these ponds.
After finishing Boys’ Central, Harry Dee entered
the new Victoria High, from which he matriculated
in 1919. Here he met his future wife, Alexa Martin,
who was a prominent member of the 1920 girls’ basketball team.
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Harry Dee joined the VHS staff in 1927, armed
with a UBC degree in history. During his 32 years
on staff at Vic High, he earned a reputation as a
first-rate teacher of social studies and a conscientious administrator. He became an ideal viceprincipal under Harry Smith, serving for 15 years
from 1940 to 1955 (the first five in an acting capac-

ity, while Claude Campbell was on wartime leaveof-absence). He had completed only four years as
Principal when he was recruited in 1959 to become
Director of Secondary Education for the Greater
Victoria School Board.
Henry Drummond Dee is revered as a man of
strength and dignity. He is also noted for his irrepressible good humour. It is not frivolous to pay
him tribute as the dean of Vic High punsters, a
noble breed that the school has always cherished.
Harry Dee’s matric Camosun for 1919 contains a
brief dialogue that sounds suspiciously like his
style:
LADY (in drug store): “I vant some talcum powder.”
CLERK: “Mennen’s?”
LADY:

“No,

vimmen’s.”

SOME GREAT TEACHERS:
A CAST OF CHARACTERS
WILLIAM

ROPER

Talk to any man who attended Vic High between
1927 and 1951, and the name “Bill Roper” will soon
be mentioned. William A. Roper was, paradoxically, one of the most feared and beloved
teachers in the school’s history. An army drillmaster
out of Aldershot, he was a superbly conditioned
gymnast who was still capable of handstands on the
parallel bars when in his sixties. Though he was
VHS boys’ physical education instructor for many
years, he was associated not so much with the prestigious team sports as with his special enthusiasms —
calisthenics (including Indian clubs!), gymnastics,
and a variety of wild, inventive games, one of which
became known as Roperball.
When young prelims first arrived at Vic High,
they were driven to stark terror by his voice — a
growling, sepulchral basso profundo — and by his
parade-ground diction, a traumatic new experience: “Brown, take off that bloody tie before I cram
it down your bloody throat!” As a rule, he didn’t
shout, for he knew that even his whisper could paralyze. Of course, if there was any disorder outside on

the playing field, the voice level would increase: “I
told you to form two bloody columns! Why the hell
did you form one?” (At moments like these, Studdert “Pops” Kennedy would wince and interrupt
his first-floor English class to close the window,
smiling painfully: “Class, that is a very good illustration of an expletive.”)

As the shivering newcomer cowered before Bill
Roper’s apparent rage, he might be half aware ofa

strange and inexplicable phenomenon. Could those
be smiles on the faces of the older boys? Was someone actually laughing in such dreadful, desperate
circumstances? Gradually, over a period of many
months, the amazing truth would dawn: Roper’s
sergeant-major act was magnificent humbug; the
man’s heart was as soft as putty. By Grade

11 or

Grade 12, the boy’s affection would often come
close to idolatry. There was no chummy frater-

nization — not even an open acknowledgement that
the initial fear had vanished. It was simply a quiet
understanding on all sides: ifa boy gave an honest,
100% effort — whether star athlete or uncoordinated

bumbler — he would find Bill Roper as fair and
decent a friend as he could ever hope to meet.

Bill Roper poses with his 1934 gym team, which
included his equally notable successor, George
“Porky” Andrews (standing, second from the
right). Among other students in the group are Art

McCoy,

Oscar Guelpa,

and Albert Kirkbride

(standing); and Robert Malcolm, Mel Dennstedt,
and Richie Hughes (seated).
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DOUG WALLIS
H. Douglas Wallis entered Vic High as a prelim in
1915, and stayed on through senior matriculation.
After obtaining a degree in chemical engineering at
UBC, Doug returned to the VHS staff in 1929. to
begin a 35-year service as a teacher of chemistry
and eventual head of the science department. He
was also a long-time rugby coach and active sponsor

of the Square Dance club. Affectionately dubbed
“Test-tube” Wallis — to distinguish him from Lawrie Wallace — Doug was a student favourite by virtue of his gentle humanity and dry wit. A fine

raconteur and mimic, he is among the school’s liveliest oral historians.

He

and

his veteran

cronies

Harry Dee and Doug Smith represent over 180
years of Vic High memories, as students and teachers combined.
HAZEL SARGENT
The late B. Hazel Sargent was yet another Vic High
grad who came back to teach at the school. She too
became a department head, directing an outstanding social studies program in the 1940’s and

early ’50’s. Hazel Sargent had been a student member of the first Portia club, and as a teacher she
always played an active role in promoting extracurricular life. In her classroom enthusiam, the
flamboyant Miss Sargent had the habit of perching
precariously (and, it would seem, uncomfortably)
on the hot-water heating pipes — whence her irreverent student nickname, “The Radiator Queen”!

ELLA CAMERON
Miss Ella Cameron is acknowledged elsewhere in
this history as a splendid dramatic coach and mentor of scholarship students. She is remembered
most of all as a remarkable teacher of mathematics
and as a powerful head of the mathematics department. Ella Cameron had an uncommon gift of making lucid the mysteries of binomial theorem or
Euclidean geometry, irrespective of the natural talent of the class that she had been assigned. Despite
her affinity to the brighter students, she thoroughly
enjoyed the challenge of teaching a group of slower
mathematicians. Her manner could be aweinspiring, for she was capable of heroic rage if there
was any evidence of laziness. In such moments of
heightened emotion, a crimson flush would rise
from the base of her neck to the top of her forehead,

mesmerizing the entire class. The method clearly
worked: one must search hard to find any failures
on her math examination lists.
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HAZEL

HODSON

Victoria native and VHS grad Hazel E. McConnell
taught first at the school under her maiden name
from 1924 to 1927, and later as Mrs. Hodson from
1938 to 1963. A brilliant student herself, she was a
versatile teacher of French and mathematics, and
became head of the foreign languages department,

as well as adviser to the Camosun and Camosunet.
Always active in the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, she

was twice president of that body and served as salary arbitrator for the teachers of the province; in
1963 she was awarded the Federation’s coveted
Fergusson Memorial Award. Hazel Hodson succeeded the late Lola B. Maxwell. a popular teacher
of Latin, as Head

Girls’ Counsellor — Vic High’s

uncrowned “dean of women.” After her retirement,
this

important

office

passed

to

Miss

Helen

A.

Ruckle, who continues to hold the post.

GLOOM

_IN ROOM
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Much-Loved Teacher,

Reg. Hammond Passes
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By DAVE STOCK
in Spencer's department store
45 at Victoria High| before entering Victoria High

School will never be the same.

The

room

was

Reg

Ham-|

| School.

An

outstanding

scholar,

he

mond’s, He will never teach
| Went on to Victoria College and
there! again
from there to University of B.C.

a
biology in 1931
Reginald
Percival Bllery Ham Heang graduated
then put inin another
year at
biology teacher at Victoria | the university's teacher-training

mond,
High
night
from

for 20 years, died Monday|
in Royal received
Jubilee inHospital
injuries
a Sun- |

SMO.
21 began his career at Victoria

High in 1932.

Gay tall. He was 44,
| “He was given a year’s leave of
His ground-floor classroom in absence for reasons of ill-health

the ‘southwest corner of | the|on two occasions. In 1938 and
school was a place
apart from
| asain in 1949 he took treatment
other
| atfits the
laboratory at the UniverHaven,” classrooms.
some of the “Hammond's
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REG

HAMMOND

Tuesday, March 18, 1952 was one of the blackest
days in Vie High history, as students and staff
mourned the death of beloved teacher Reg Hammond. The man was a supreme example to the
young, not only because he was a uniquely gifted
teacher, but also because he showed unfailing good
humour in the face of constant pain. His rapport
with students was unsurpassed. Reg had been a disciple of Jeff Cunningham, a pioneer VHS grad and
teacher who founded biological studies at Victoria
College. By a strange quirk of fate, it was Jeff Cunningham who was called out of retirement in 1952
to take Reg’s classes for the balance of the year.
Victoria Daily Times reporter Dave Stock, VHS
students’ council president for 1945/46, had been
one of Reg Hammond’s legion of admirers.

used to call it, for it was a happy |” jn 1947, he was offered a per-
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‘
BORN IN ENGLAND
Born in County Kent, England,
he came to Canada as a child
and spent his early years in
Brandon and Winnipeg. He came
to Victoria in 1923 and worked

in and death resulted.
| He is survived by his wife,
Mary, and three children, Jean,
12; Glen, nine, and Lynn, six.
L. Smith, school principal,
paid high tribute to him today:
“He was a great teacher and a
very great man.”
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BOB

BEATRICE

CHARLES

HEYWOOD

SUTTON

TROTTER

Of all the school’s departments, none has had a
more distinctive record than the commercial area,
which has sent thousands of strongly-prepared
graduates to employment in government offices and
business firms in the city of Victoria. The four
teachers pictured on this page had a combined service of 119 years at VHS, extending from Robert H.
Heywood’s appointment in 1929 to Charles Trotter’s retirement in 1974. Bob Heywood rose to be
Vice-Principal of the school under Harry Dee in
1955/56, before accepting an appointment in
UBC’s Faculty of Commerce and Business Administration.
NORRIS

HARWOOD

-

rr
*

Charlie Trotter teaches a 1957 commercial class.

116

\

NORMA DOUGLAS
Although Victoria High had had an orchestra since
the days of Howard Russell, it never enjoyed a consistent program of vocal music until the arrival of
Norma P. Douglas, teacher of music and Latin from
1940 to 1966. Plunging in with zeal and infectious
enthusiasm, Miss Douglas soon made singing one of
the school’s most prestigious activities: her large
mixed choirs were filled with notoriously self-conscious adolescent boys. Operettas and musical fan-

tasies now began to alternate with straight dramatic
productions on the auditorium stage; and for many
years at the large graduation ceremony (dating
from 1943), she could induce the entire senior class

to prepare a vocal concert as a traditional feature of
this event. As she was fond of saying, “The Grad
Choir is my baby.”
This was a strong period for the arts at VHS. In
1945, veteran art teacher Earl W. “Bunny” Clarke
retired after 37 years of service, to be succeeded by
Frances

Douglas

T.

Brown

and

Miss

(later

Mrs.

Brown,

Cameron).

two

creative

LES HARDIE

Miss

and

DOUG SMITH

dynamic women, were challenging and
inspirational leaders in music and art for the next
twenty years. When Frances Cameron retired in
1965, she was succeeded in turn by Michael J. Hemming, who is still the head of Vic High’s art department; it is interesting to note that the school has
enjoyed the continuity of having only three art
department heads over a 68-year period.
STAN MURPHY

English department head W. Leslie Hardie’s teaching
career at VHS covered a remarkable 40-year span, second
longest in school history. This photograph dates from 1934.

Another English department head was VHS grad Douglas
E. Smith. He can claim a unique distinction: his mother
Edith and his son Alan also taught at Victoria High.

Vic High’s large English department has been
blessed with many superior teachers. Older graduates will remember such notable characters as Captain Alastair M. Boyd (1921-1947), a lively Scot with
an inexhaustible fund of stories, and Hubert Cum-

phy (1947-1964). The late Stan Murphy was one of
the first of a new breed of postwar teachers, who
brought a novel sense of youth and informality to
classroom instruction. A man of public commitment — he was a popular Reeve of Saanich —
Stan Murphy launched a journalism program as an
extension of his English classes. His style was in

berbirch

(1923-1951),

a Durham

man

with

a pas-

sionate love for the language and a propensity for
zany comment (“Boy, your toes are wiggling in your
boots!”). Among the native British Columbians,
three of the best were Les Hardie (1928-1968),
Douglas E. Smith (1938-1968), and Stanley A. Mur-

marked contrast to that of another VHS grad, the
veteran Jessie C. Roberts, whose lifelong service to
Victoria schools included 23 years at Vie High, from
1934 to 1957.
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LAWRIE

WALLACE

L. J. “Lawrie” Wallace and Gordon Hartley
coached the powerful 1949 basketball team,
immediate forerunner of the “Totems” of the
1950's. Back row L-R: Don Hendry, John Newton, Bruce Naylor, Ralph “Buzz” Hudson, Alister
Boyd, Walt Acreman. Seated: Lawrie Wallace,
Ray Orchard (manager), Ian Firth, Gerry Parker,
Cedric Robb, Gordon Hartley, H. L. Smith.
Front: Bill Bamford, Bob Rowe (captain), Archie
MacIntosh.

Like his brothers Bob and Jack. and sister Mary.
Lawrence
J. Wallace attended Victoria High School

immeasurable impact on the school with his talent

and Victoria College before completing studies at

VHS

UBC. Few families have made a greater mark on
education in British Columbia: Robert T. Wallace
worked as a young teacher at Vic High in the 1930's,
en route to a distinguished service as Professor of
Mathematics, Acting President, and Chancellor at

School. Lawrie Wallace taught for only seven years

Basketball Tournament are only two of the more
tangible legacies of his years as a teacher. Entering
the Community Recreation branch of the Department of Education, he rose swiftly in the civil service to become Deputy Provincial Secretary,
presiding over at least four B.C. Centennial celebrations. It is symbolically appropriate that he should
have been chosen as Chairman of the Victoria High

at Vic High, from

School Centennial Celebrations

the University of Victoria: John G. Wallace became

a uniquely

popular

Principal of Oak

Bay

High

1946 to 1953; but he made an

for organization and enthusiastic innovation. The
Memorial Stadium and the Vancouver Island

in 1976.

THOMAS W. MAYNE
The senior active member of the VHS teaching staff
is Thomas W. “Tommy” Mayne. who joined the
staff in 1945 and is thus completing his 31st year in
service. Tommy Mayne had attended Vic High in
the 1930's, as a contemporary of another fine VHS
Social

Studies

teacher,

1954), who is now

Neil

a member

A.

Swainson

of the UVic

(1941Political

Science Department. A drama’ enthusiast from
his teenage years. Tommy Mayne has been the
heart and soul of theatrical activities at the school
since his first appointment to the staff — with able
help, more recently, from H. C. “Bert” Farr (19601974) and his own student Denis W. Johnston. In

view of Victoria’s isolation, it is impressive to note
how many of Tommy Mayne’s thespians have gone
on to professional careers in theatre, beginning with
Victor E. Mitchell, the star of his 1947 production of
Our Town (and himself a Vic High staff member
from

1959 to 1961). As a lunatic extension of his

more serious dramatic endeavours, Tommy Mayne
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founded the crazy and ever-popular Calamity Players, an outgrowth of several years of madcap pep
meets in the late 1940's. Thomas Mayne represents
the best of the Vic High tradition, both in his serious
dedication to teaching and in his gift of leavening
scholarship with lightheartedness, without any
compromise of professional dignity.

I959-1976
YEARS OF CHANGE
AND CONTINUITY
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Opposite: G. A. Victor Thomson, Vice-Principal 19561959 and Principal 1959-1966. A Victoria native and VHS
graduate of 1931, Vic Thomson succeeded Harry Dee in
1966 as Director of Secondary Education for the Greater
Victoria School Board, and is now Assistant Superintendent of Schools (Curriculum).
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TRADITIONS

ARE MAINTAINED
It has not been an easy task to run a large urban
high school in the 1960’s and 1970's. These have
been decades of rapid and massive change. Worldwide student unrest and rebellion in the mid-sixties
brought problems never dreamed of in a quieter era

— activism, drug use, sexual licence, challenges to
values, questioning of the basic premises on which
structured education had been built. On a superficial but symbolic level, changing fashions in hair
styles and dress gave rise to anxiety and friction
between youth and the mistrusted “establishment.”

Yielding to pressures of the moment, some educators brought in a spate of innovations, scrapping
academic discipline in favour of a completely
indulgent and permissive attitude. Others reacted
by retreating to authoritarianism.

Victoria High School's solid and balanced traditions have served it well in these unsettled years.
The school has changed dramatically, but it has
kept its basic personality. Credit must be given to
the two most recent principals, G. A. Victor Thomson

(1959-1966),

a former

VHS

student and

long-

time teacher of social studies; and J. Duncan Lorimer (1966- _), who was first appointed to the staff
in 1951 to assume Reg Hammond’s duties in biology. Though the teachers of the Harry Smith era
have almost all retired, they have been succeeded
by a young and energetic staff, many of whom are
drawn from the ranks of former Vic High students.
This group has provided a healthy sense of continuity.

There is a feeling of vigour and an awareness of
achievement in the atmosphere of the school today.
The students of 1976 are thoroughly delightful —
high-spirited, hard-working, and well-motivated.
Their rapport with teachers is relaxed and informal,
but guided always by respect. They are fiercely
proud of their century of academic heritage, yet not
at all oppressed by the burden of tradition. They
offer a confidence that Vic High will be around to
enjoy a proud bicentennial in 2076!

Left: VHS Principal Duncan Lorimer helps Grade 12 student

Jill Trim plant a gift tree from the grad class of 1971. Now

Mrs. Stokes, Jill stayed on at the school as a secretary in the

VHS general office.
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Below: The VHS staff for 1962/63. Front row L-R: Bill

Kay, Muriel Johnson, Tom Mayne, Hazel Hodson,
Duncan Lorimer (vice-principal), Victor Thomson
(principal), Margaret Hallam (secretary), Reg Reid,
Doug Wallis, Bea Sutton, Doug Smith. Second row:
David Anstey, Margaret Martin, Frances Barker, Lorraine Spedding and Jessie Sokalski (secretaries), Alice
Itveldt, Miss E. Henley (nurse),

Helen

Ruckle,

Carol

Ennals, Evelyn Macqueen, Stella Watson, Kory Regan,
Charlie Trotter. Third row: Gerry McKay, Bert Farr,
David Evans, Dorothy Evans, Norma Douglas, Muriel
Andrews, Margaret MacKay, Rod Sample, Norm Preston, Harry Newson.

Fourth row: Joe Andrews,

Fred

Gower, Alan St. Clair, Ralph Fell, Jim Dulmage, Fred
Williams, Norris Harwood, Russell Stark, Ed Hansen,
George Brittain. Fifth row: Jim Hall, George Stark,
Armando Paone, Doug Clark, Keith Taylor, Bill Roberts, Henry Pluym, Ross Regan, Gordon Hartley. Sixth
row: Art Linfield, Frank Gower, Alf Foxgord, Harry
Runer, Ken Bloomfield, Bill Ashwell, Jim Taylor (engineer), Denis Wing, Gene Frederick. Back row: Donald
Toms, Stan Murphy, Gar Bulmer, Ralph Jamison, Ken

Vernon, Walter Tangye, George Andrews, Don Smyth,

Dave Price.

an
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Opposite: Vice-Principal Reg Reid (seated, left), VHS ’43,
belongs to a family that can claim the continuity of three generations at Vic High. His father Clifford Reid (centre) began at the

old Yates Street VHS in 1913 and attended the new school from
1914 to 1916, when he enlisted in the Canadian Army; after the

War he returned as a member of the 1919/20 Soldiers’ Civil Reestablishment class. Reg and his brother Jack (right) were at Vic
High together, until Jack entered the Navy in the Second World

War, Reg’s daughter Janet and Jack’s son John (standing, left

and centre) graduated together in 1975. Reg’s daughter Linda
(right) is at the school now.

A 1964 classroom with teacher Ken Bloomfield.

x
Science Department Head Joseph J. Andrews, VHS °32
(shown here in 1964), is now completing his 30th year on
staff. Like his younger brother George, he has played a
major role in the school’s athletic program, coaching many
fine Titan rugby teams.

|
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Above: Automotive teacher James B. Hill (in 1964 photo)

was a 20-year veteran on the VHS technical staff. Some of
his long-term colleagues at Fairey Tech have included Russell T. Stark (electronics),
Harry
P. Runer (carpentry),
Edward J. Hansen

(machine shop), Armando

(electricity), and Eugene Frederick (drafting).
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L. Paone

Below: By the 1960°s the VHS commercial program was a
far cry from the original turn-of-the-century syllabus. Here
Ralph Jamison instructs a class in the use of modern office
machines.

Mrs. V. M. DeLong conducts a VHS orchestra rehearsal.
Orchestral and band activities have flourished under leaders Dorothy (Hopgood) Evans, Rowland E. Grant, Rod
Sample, and John Murray. Vic High has graduated many
excellent musicians in recent decades, including wind players Bob Creech and Stan McCartney, harpsichordist Dr.
Malcolm Hamilton, conductor Timothy Vernon, and fine
young string performers Dr. John Sawyer, Trudi Conrad,
and Rolf Gilstein.

Tom Mayne’s 1958/59 dramatic production was Lust for

Life, presented December 5-6, 1958. Cast members L-R
are Cathy Hatch (seated),

Phil Hill, Dick

Daly, Anna-

Marie Ellerbeck, Horace Mayea, Lesley Clarke, Jerry
Davy, Bill Hosie (seated, as Vincent Van Gogh), Barbara
Swannell, and Sylvia Mobey (now Sylvia Hosie).

al

.

February 15, 1965: a significant
moment in Canadian history, as
teacher

Alf Foxgord

(VHS

°48)

and students’ council president
Doug Ball enact a scene repeated
across the country, replacing the
Red Ensign with the new Maple
Leaf flag.

Over the years, many of the beauti-

ful and talented girls of VHS have

been chosen Miss vicToRIa. In
1962, Nina Holden went on to
become MISS CANADA.

The VHS Calamity Players, 1966/67 edition. On Tommy
Mayne’s knee sits Grade 12 student Denis W. Johnston,
now back teaching at Vic High.
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On Monday morning, March 6, 1967, a serious fire broke out in the school attic, resulting in damage totalling almost
$60,000. Firemen concluded that it had been set deliberately.
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The recent history of Victoria High has been marked by two labour disputes that resulted in strikes or lock-outs of School

Board employees during the winter of 1972/73 and from February to April 1975. On both occasions, the school struggled to
keep classes in operation, despite frigid temperatures and mounting piles of refuse. For a period during the earlier strike
(represented here in a Camosun montage), students from all six Victoria district high schools were reporting to VHS for
daily homework assignments.
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MEANWHILE,

BEHIND

THE SCENES
passed through the school. Principals past and
present have testified to her outstanding qualities: her never-failing sense of humour; her
complete knowledge of administrative regulations and procedures, which made her at once a

mentor and a proctor — “I trained seven princi-

pals,” says Miss Hallam, and there is more than
an element of truth in the remark. Her meticulously accurate records and returns have
reflected credit on the school, and have played a
very real part in the success of our scholarship
students, since she had charge of preparing,
checking, and supervising the applications and
transcripts.
For a half century, Victoria High has been
Miss Hallam’s life. Her service as secretary has

gone

far

beyond

the

duties

of her

office.

Although not many students have had close contact with her, all have profited by her complete

MARGARET

HALLAM

To the public at large, schools are known by their
students and teachers. On the inside, however,
everyone realizes that stability and efficiency
depend in large measure on the non-teaching staff.
It is a remarkable feature of the Vic High tradition
that the two individuals with the longest VHS association have belonged to the non-teaching group —
school engineer James P. Taylor (42 years from
1920 to 1962) and secretary Margaret Hallam
incredible 48 years

When

from

1919

to

(an

1967).

Margaret Hallam retired, students paid

her the unusual honour
of dedicating the 1967 Camosun to her. Their affectionate tribute is a fine sum-

mation of her long career:
Margaret Hallam registered as a Grade IX student in Victoria High school in September, 1917.
In March, 1919, the school needed a secretary,
and Miss Hallam, by then a Senior Commercial
student, was appointed on probation. Now, in
1967, Miss Hallam, still on probation, retires
after 48 years in the office. One of her family has
said, “Margaret would never have taken the job
if she had known that it would not be a permanent appointment.”
In her 48 years as secretary, Miss Hallam has
served under eight principals, and during this
period some 20,000 individual students have

devotion to the interests of the school. Tangible
testimony to her long association remains in the
thousands of record cards carrying her neat
entries; and the World

War I memorial

in the

main corridor is a reminder that she was the
model for the right arm and hand of the figure
holding the shield.
Miss Hallam’s record of 48 years continuous
service in a responsible position in the oldest secondary school in British Columbia is worthy of
special recognition, and to pay tribute to this
unique achievement the students and staff
of Victoria High School affectionately dedicate this
annual to Miss Margaret Hallam.
JAMES TAYLOR,

SR. AND

JR.

As school engineer, Jim Taylor was responsible
for the complex mysteries of the Vic High boiler
room and for supervision of the four-member janitorial staff (one

for each

floor).

His

father,

also

James Taylor, was the original school engineer
from 1913 until his retirement at age 75 in 1935. Jim
was employed first in 1920 as fireman-cum-janitor,
and succeeded his father as engineer.
In 1913, Mr. Taylor senior, a stationary engineer,
happened to be walking home from a Robbie Burns
celebration with Municipal Superintendent E. B.
Paul. Taylor remarked casually, “I hear you are
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building a new school over there; that would be a
good job for an engineer.” Like a shot, Paul

behind his house. He would connect his tank to the
pipe on. Gladstone, directly opposite his home.

answered, “By God, that’s the job for you!” James

Because there was no system for heating the oil, the

Taylor was appointed, and worked with the contractor in installing the boilers.
The original boilers were oil-fed with two railroad oil tanks that were buried 125 feet north of the
boiler room and connected to it by a tunnel. Each
was 32 feet long and 8 feet in diameter, and had a
combined capacity of 20,000 gallons. They were

delivery tank would be left connected all day, while
the heavy oil poured slowly from it. The long 6-inch
pipe from Gladstone to the school tanks was heated
by two steam pipes that ran parallel to it.
Because oil was expensive after World War I, the
boilers were converted to coal. Jim Taylor junior
recalls that he shovelled 300 tons of coal in one year.
After complaints from neighbours about the coal
smoke, the furnaces were converted back to oil.
During World War II one was again converted to
coal, while the other furnace was operated on the oil
reserve in a tank that had been full at the beginning

filled by a pipe leading from a wooden (later iron)

box on Gladstone Avenue. The tanks are still in use.
The tunnel also still exists, but is partially blocked
by the foundations of the 1956 addition.
Oil was delivered by a Mr. Richards, who lived
across the road from the school in a house still

standing at 1264 Gladstone. He brought the oil
from Esquimalt by a 4-horse team, which he stabled

of the war. For ten years into the post-war period,
this practice was continued — one furnace on coal
and one on oil.

School engineer James Taylor senior (holding wrench) poses proudly with the VHS boiler installation crew in 1913.
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Deep in the sub-basement lies the Vie High boiler room,

with its gorgeous 1912 Babcock and Wilcox furnaces.
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ATHLETIC EXCELLENCE
IN THE MODERN ERA

Left: B.C. Hall-of-Famer George
L. “Porky” Andrews was one of
Vie High’s greatest all-round athletes in the 1930’s. He played on

two Canadian championship basketball teams, the 1935 Blue Rib-

bons and the 1946 Dominoes
(Canada’s basketball team of the

half-century). An All-America
mention at guard while captain of
the University of Oregon squad in

1941/42, Porky

became

playing

coach of the professional

couver
“<4

GEORGE

Hornets

Van-

before

beginning his long career in high
school physical education.

L. ANDREWS

Over the past forty years, the growth of other large
high schools in the Victoria area has led to traditional athletic rivalries that have built a keen sense
of community spirit among the youth of the city.
Victoria High has had its share of glorious
moments; but both victory and defeat have taught
lessons in dedication, teamwork, and good sportsmanship.
Dedication is a word that can be well applied to
three men who typify the Vic High spirit: George
“Porky” Andrews, Gordon F. Hartley, and Donald
R. Smyth. All three were standout athletes who
returned to teach at their alma mater; and all
stressed the value of personal discipline as a higher
goal than victory or public glory.
After a legendary career in amateur and professional sport, George L. Andrews joined the Vic
High staff in 1951 (after a stint in Port Alberni,
where he launched that city’s basketball tradition).
For a quarter ofa century he has been an exemplary
figure for young athletes at the school. His Totems
of the fifties and early sixties were perennial Island
champions. When he stepped down as boys’ basket132

in 1947,

DONALD

R. SMYTH

ball coach in 1969, VHS teams had won a record 48
of 65 games in modern B.C. playoff action, finishing
11 times among the top four teams and capturing
provincial titles in 1959, 1962, 1966 (under Bill Gar-

ner) and 1969. More important, they had earned an
enviable reputation for team discipline and determination — never losing a final championship
game. A worthy successor to his idol Bill Roper,
George Andrews continues to work tirelessly in the
Vic High physical education program. In recent
years he has left boys’ basketball in the capable
hands of his protégé Ash Valdal, an exceptional
athlete at VHS in the early sixties. This has given
Porky the time to become a grey eminence in the
girls’ game; and in March 1975 it was a nostalgic
sight to see “Mr. Imperturbable” again on a Vic
High bench as Barrie Hanslip’s Tigers waltzed to
the provincial title. George ought to be a connoisseur of women’s basketball: he married one of
the best in Marion Kennedy, a VHS Canadian
champion with Cec’s U-Drive in 1949.
A student contemporary of George Andrews,
Gordon Hartley spent 18 years in the VHS English

department, from 1948 to 1966. For decades Victoria youngsters have been the beneficiaries of the
City Parks tennis program that he developed along
with VHS grad Howard Tooby. At the school, Gordon Hartley was identified chiefly with cross-country running, a sport that he personally established in
the high schools of British Columbia. Provincial
cross-country competition was first organized by
Vic High, which won six titles between 1955 and
1961. Between 1952 and 1961, the school was a
major power in the Pacific Northwest. The strength
of Gordon Hartley’s training program is illustrated
by a tour in December 1960, when, after winning
the Vancouver Island and Pacific Northwest titles,
the Vic High team challenged the universities of
Washington, Oregon (!), Washington State, and
Gonzaga. On this one memorable road trip, the
VHS boys won all four match races in Seattle,
Eugene, Pullman, and Spokane — a prodigious
achievement. The heroes of the decade were young
men of enormous dedication: Don Burgess, Hedley
Sampson, Peter Kirchner, Dick Wood, Tom Bur-

gess, Mike Chambers, Jim Pickup, Ian Fraser, John
Gilliland, John Valiant, Alf Lincoln, and Alan Valjant.

Don Smyth was an all-round VHS athlete of the

1940’s, best known as one of the school’s superlative
swimmers. A staff member from 1953 to 1967 and
Vice-Principal from 1966 to 1967, he now serves as a
district superintendent for the B.C. Department of
Education. What Gordon Hartley did for crosscountry running, Don Smyth did for volleyball. His
VHS

“Sasquatches”

(later

refined

as

“Tsas-

quatches”) won the B.C. boys’ title in 1963 and
1965, and his “Tikis” won the girls’ crown in 1967/
68. Thanks to enthusiasts like Don Smyth, volleyball has now become recognized as an ideal sport
for development of individual coordination and
team values. It is appropriate that volleyball continues to thrive at the school: in the 1975/76 centennial
year, VHS boys’ and girls’ teams each won their
Vancouver Island titles, and the Tikis recaptured
the B.C. championship.

Gordon Hartley’s motto might be “Do as I do,” not “Do as I say.” Here (third from the left) he runs with his cross-country
team in a 1959 training session.

Porky Andrews’ 1959 Totems were the first of the modern
B.C. basketball champions from Vic High. Team members
were forwards Robin

Barnes, Keith Hart,

Darrell Lorimer,

Dave Nelson, Barry Sadler, and Tom Collett; and guards
Dave Black (B.C. MVP), John Balloch, Bill Hobbis, and
Tom Wyatt (captain). Norm Isherwood was team manager.

Vie High in action against Vancouver College during the

1962 B.C. final in the UBC gym. Three members of the victorious Totems were named as all-stars — John

Lauvaas,

Asbjorn “Ash” Valdal (#44), and Ken Gregory (on floor).
Neil Worboys (#45) received honourable mention.

March 12, 1966: Eric Walker and Drew Schroeder cut
down the net after VHS (coached by 1950 Totem Bill Garner) wins another B.C. title by defeating Oak Bay High 3733. Other team starters were B.C. all-star Ollie Moilanen,

Alvin Glover, and Rod Fields.

In George Andrews’ last year as coach,
the 1969 Totems upset favoured Oak Bay

38-37 in overtime, for Vic High’s fourth

modern B.C. Title. Back row L-R: Ron
Dworski, Barry Moen, Gerry Vanderjagt,
Dave Mulcahy (Ist all-star), lan
McLean, George Andrews. Front row:
Jan Bentley, Mike Chornoby, Gord
Hoshal (2nd all-star), Gary Thurber, Eric
Earl (captain).
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Opposite: Sparked by a brilliant
sister act — all-stars Leslie and

Shelley Godfrey — the 1975

Vic

High Tigers won the B.C. basketball title with final-round scores of
74-45, 57-27, and 64-28. Back row
L-R: Kathy Weich (manager),
Margaret Barber, Karen Sauter,
Barrie Hanslip (coach), MaryJane Mackereth, Shelley Godfrey,
Cathy Flynn, George Andrews,
Leslie Godfrey, Val Waller (manager). Front row: Lois Hennekes,
Doreen Fitzpatrick, Patti Pesklevits.

The excitement
house

competition

of VHS
is typi-

fied by this view of the wellattended 1960

track meet,

where 1959 victor John
Cliff holds the lead over
John
Valiant (partly

obscured) and Palle Jensen,

after one lap in the half:
mile. At the tape it was
John Valiant in a new
record time of 2:02.6 (which

he lowered the next year to
1:57.2).
Below: Vie High trophy winners in the 1963 inter-house track meet were (L-R) Vicki
Sargent, Brian White, Ron Stubbings, Janet Holland, and Ian Coates.

Opposite: The 1953/54 VHS
Cross-Country team, Vancouver
Island and Pacific Northwest
champions, L-R: Harry Stephens,
Wilbur Jay, Bill Christiansen, Cliff
Renfrew, Mike Chambers, Gordon
Hartley (coach), Tom Croft, Ralph
Lowther, Bob Kiteley, Alan
Blakey, Jim Pickup.

After a couple of near-misses, Dave
Price’s Tyees won the B.C. soccer

title in 1965/66, following in the
tradition

of earlier provincial

champions of 1943/44 and 1954/

535 (who tied with Britannia). Back

row L-R: J. David T. Price (coach),
Gary Goy, Bob Stevenson, Dave
Grass, Ollie Moilanen, Carl
Walker, Cliff Ridley, Palle Poulsen, Jindy Johl, Victor Thomson
(principal). Front row: John Pennington, Roger Halfide, Brian
Robinson, Jerry Lister, Rich
Couch, Bob Hammer, Bob Campbell (manager).

Brian Robinson is

one of several players who have
graduated from the modern Tyees
to Canadian national soccer teams.

The 1971/72 Tyees rejoice after
winning the Colonist Cup for district soccer supremacy, en route to
yet another B.C. championship.
Back row L-R: Greg Mellish, Garnet Moen, Dan Wilmhurst, Joe
Lachmund (captain), Andy Mortimer,

Keith

Newell

(manager).

Middle row: Gary McLaren,
Waining Lee, John McGuire,
Steve Forslund, Joe Stevenson,
Wolfgang Lachmund, Bob Duncan, Dan Wickens, Peter Thompson. Front row: Ash Valdal
(coach), Bob Mackie, Jim Allen. In
the 40-year history of the Colonist
Cup, VHS teams have won 20
times, often against historic rivals
Mt. View or Oak Bay. Ash Valdal’s coaching predecessors
included Hubert Cumberbirch,
Neil Swainson, Cee Chatfield, Bill
Kay, and Dave Price.
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The 1967/68 Tikis won the B.C.
volleyball title. Back row L-R:
Jannette Hammer, Kathy Newell,
Anne McKeachie, Anne Holborn.
Front row: Barb Hallberg, Vicki
Hammond,

Janice

Dicks

(man-

ager), Pat Bourne (captain), Judy
Robbins.

Vie High’s most recent B.C. cham-

pions are the 1975/76 volleyball
Tikis. Back row L-R: Sharon Lofthouse, Tracey Sheldrick, Kathy
Telegus, Val Waller, Shelley GodSrey, Sandy Glendale, Barb Milli-

gan, Mrs. Val Egan (coach). Front
row:

Donna

Thomson,

Cindy

Lowe, Teri Paone, Linda Chiu.
Undefeated in 11 round-robin
matches, the team beat Burnaby
Central in straight games in the

final match. Shelley Godfrey was
named tournament MVP, joining
Linda Chiu on the all-star team.
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Above left: Vic High swimmers have had their hours

glory. This 1935 team won the Jantzen Trophy as B.C.
girls’ relay champions. L-R: Helen Manning, Rae Saunders, Doreen Dale-Johnson

(captain),

Helen

Unsworth.

Above right: In the period from 1945 to 1950, VHS swimmers were nationally and internationally prominent.
Among the stars of the era were Ina and Peter Salmon
(shown here in 1946), Aileen and Don Smyth, Dick

Bow-

den, Rod and Pixie Nixon, Eric and Ray Jubb, Norma and
Doug Stewart, and Stan Powell. The finest individual
achievement was Peter Salmon’s gold-medal swim in the
110-yard freestyle at the 1950 Empire Games, held in
Auckland,

New Zealand.

Left: Representative of all the school’s modern individual athletes is Susan Butt, VHS 55 (now Dr. Susan Finn of the UBC

Psychology Department), Canada’s top-ranked women’s tennis player in the 1960’s. Other current tennis stars are Marty

Taylor (1975 Victoria and Vancouver Island title-holder) and
Roger Skillings (1967/68 VHS Prime Minister and a Cana-

dian junior tennis champ). For years Vie High was also a hotbed of table tennis, with names like Barbara McKay,

Valerie

Mclvor, and brothers Art and Ed Ngai. And we mustn't overlook the school’s most unusual contribution to the realm of

sport — undefeated world yo-yo champion Harvey Lowe
(VHS
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX

A.

AND

PRINCIPALS

OF VICTORIA

VICE-PRINCIPALS

HIGH

SCHOOL

Principals
1876
1876

Alexander B. Nicholson, B.A. (Queen’s)
Stephen D. Pope, B.A. (Queen’s)

1878

Joseph H. McLaughlin

1884

John N. Muir, B.A. (McGill)

1887

Rhynvis Offerhaus

1888

John

P. McLeod,

B.A. (Dalhousie)

1892

John H. Kerr, B.A. (Toronto)

1892
1892
1908

William Burns, B.A. (Queen’s)
Edward B. Paul, M.A. (Aberdeen), LL.D. (Aberdeen, Brit. Col.)
Samuel J. Willis, B.A. (McGill), LL.D. (McGill, Brit. Col.)

1916

Alexander

1920
1921
1926
1934

G.

Smith,

M.A.

(Aberdeen)

Alexander Robinson, B.A., LL.D. (Dalhousie)
Herbert H. Smith, B.A. (Toronto)
*Ira Dilworth, B.A. (McGill), A.M. (Harvard), LL.D.
Henry L. Smith, B.A., M.A. (McGill)
Drummond

Dee,

B.A.,

B.Ed.,

M.A.

(Brit.

(Brit. Col.)

1955

*Henry

1959
1966

*G. A. Victor Thomson, B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.), M.A. (UVic)
J. Duncan Lorimer, B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.), M.A. (Oregon)

Col.)

Vice-Principals

1927

Henry L. Smith, B.A., M.A. (McGill)

1934

*Claude L. Campbell,

1945

*Henry

Drummond

B.A. (Brit. Col.), M.A. (Wash.)

Dee,

B.A.,

B.Ed.,

M.A.

(Brit. Col.)

(Acting Vice-Principal, 1940-1945)
1955
1956

1959

Robert H. Heywood,
*G.

B.A., M.A. (Brit. Col.)

A. Victor Thomson,

J. Duncan

Lorimer,

B.A.,

B.Ed.

(Brit. Col.),

M.A.

B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.), M.A.

(UVic)

(Oregon)

1966 *Donald R. Smyth, B.P.E. (Brit. Col.)
1967 *Reginald H. Reid, B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.)
* = graduate of VHS
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APPENDIX

B.

LONG-SERVICE

TEACHERS

(20 years

E. Howard Russell, B.-A (Queen’s)
Frank Andrews, B.A. (Acadia)
*Earl W. Clarke, B.A. (McMaster)
Adele MacLeod, M.A. (Acadia)

James A. Armstrong, M.A. (Acadia)
*Mary W. Hamilton, B.A. (McGill)
Henry L. Smith, B.A., M.A. (McGill)

Thomas Steward, B.Litt. (Durham)
William Ernest Cook, B.Sc. (Queen’s)

George A. Anstey, technical staff
Alastair M. Boyd, M.A. (Aberdeen)
Annie W. Eaton, B.A. (Acadia)
Hubert Cumberbirch, B.A. (Durham)
William H. Hughes, B.A (Queen’s), B.Sc. (Sask.)
L. C. Studdert Kennedy, B.A. (Dublin)
*Claude L. Campbell, B.A. (Brit. Col.), M.A. (Wash.)
*Hazel E. McConnell (Hodson), B.A., M.A. (Brit. Col.)
Whitman H. Webber, B.Sc. (Acadia)
*J. Dorothea Hay, B.A. (McGill)
Lola B. Maxwell, B.A. (Toronto)
Rena V. A. Grant, B.A. (Brit. Col.), Ph.D. (Calif.)
Ella G. Cameron, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
*H. Drummond Dee, B.A., B.Ed., M.A. (Brit. Col.)
William A. Roper, A.P.T.S. (Aldershot)
IsabelA. Thomas, M.A. (New Bruns.)
W. Leslie Hardie, B.A (Brit. Col.), M.A. (Wash.)
*B. Hazel Sargent, B.A (Queen’s)
Robert H. Heywood, B.A., M.A. (Brit. Col.)
*H. Douglas Wallis, B.A.Sc. (Brit. Col.)
*Jessie C. Roberts, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
Norris Harwood, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
Enid M. McKee, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
*Douglas E. Smith, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
*Esther F. Tervo, B.A. (Queen’s), M.A. (Brit. Col.)
Norma P. Douglas, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
Beatrice M. Sutton, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
MurielA. Johnson, B.H.Sc. (Sask.)
*Charles A. Trotter, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
Frances T. Brown/Cameron, B.A. (Wash.), M.A. (Columbia)
*Thomas W. Mayne, B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.)
*G. A. Victor Thomson, B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.), M.A. (UVic)
*Joseph J. Andrews, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
William Kay, B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.)

Russell T. Stark, technical staff
James B. Hill, technical staff
*George L. Andrews, B.Sc. (Oregon)
J. Duncan Lorimer, B.A., B.Ed. (Brit. Col.), M.A. (Oregon)

Henry A. Pluym, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
Harry P. Runer, technical staff

Douglas P. Clark, B.A. (Brit. Col.)
Armando L. Paone, technical staff

* = graduate of VHS
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or more

on staff)

1895-1915
1904-1924
1908-1945
1910-1941
1912-1943
1914-1951
1914-1955
1916-1943
1917-1951
1920-1948
1921-1947
1921-1948
1923-1951
1923-1945
1923-1944
1924-1945
1924-1927
1938-1963
1924-1948
1925-1948
1925-1955
1926-1946
1927-1956
1927-1959
1927-1951
1927-1949
1928-1968
1928-1961
1929-1956
1929-1964
1934-1957
1938-1968
1938-1960
1938-1968
1938-1960
1940-1966
1941-1973
1944-1964
1944-1974
1945-1965
19451945-1966
19461946-1971
1947-1971
1948-1968
195119511953-1974
195319551955-

APPENDIX
Victoria High

C.

LEADERS

IN SCHOLARSHIP

School Academic

Leaders,

AND

STUDENT

GOVERNMENT

1876-1975

Christmas

Midsummer

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888

1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889

John C. Newbury
Thomas Baker
Thomas Baker

Herbert C. Carey
Charles Hayward
Charles Gardiner
R. Clayton Fawcett
Christina Forrest
Abbie F. Gardiner
W. F. Carey Pope
Arthur E. Haynes
Francis B. Gibbs
Jeannette Mebius

John C. Newbury
No Examination
Herbert
C. Carey
Charles Hayward
J.B. Carmichael

William W. Halliday
Samuel Schultz
Christina Forrest
Abbie F. Gardiner
John C. Boyd
Arthur E. Haynes
Francis B. Gibbs
Jeannette Mebius

June
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917

Ernest A. Powell
Francis J. Nicholson
Pauline Frank
Miriam Frank
Edith M. S. Shrapnel
Frances Ann

Brown

Leonard Spragge
W. Evelyn Marchant
Dorothy Allison

Fanny Forbes Whyte
Catherine Chapman
Lilian M. Mowat
May Gertrude Tully
Winifred M. Johnson
S. D. Harold Pope
Kathleen Cockrell

A. Nelson King
Rena F. F. Chandler
Jean Robinson
Thomas G. Norris
Henry L. Robinson
Doris Colquhoun Holmes

Florence N. Penny
John C. Stevenson
Robert S. O’Meara
A. Lincoln Marshall

Nina M. Rigby
Douglas A. Wallace
Victor E. Hall

1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946

Ursula Edwards
George W. Allan
Edith E. Lucas
Frank Rendle

Alice J. Eldridge
Evelyn M. Wheeler
Herbert Wheeler
Ethel H. Brown

Marjorie E. Waites
Idele L. Wilson
Ralph G. Moore
Jane T. Potts

Kathleen M. Baker
Eugenie A. Cantwell
Beatrice M. Hastings
Hing Hope
Mun Hope
Warren L. Godson
Thomas A. McLauchlan
Patricia M. Webber
H. Keith Ralston
Charles W. Cooper
George A. Baxter
Donald C. McLeod
Donald L. Holms
Winsome C. Smith
Kenneth D. Henderson

Margaret J. Wright
Margaret E. Creasy

1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975

Rodney T. H. Nixon
A. Ronald Forbes
Peter L. Smith

Beverley J. Fulton
Lyle P. Robertson
Sonia C. Stuart
Lorraine E. Brand
J. Malcolm McMillan
A. J. Stewart Smith
John M. Gilliland
F. Norman Hamilton

Geoffrey Arundell
E. Grace Maurice
Terrence C. Leung
William F. Hubbard
J. Philip I. Adamson
A. Michael Dawes
Brian A. White
Julie R. Goodwin
Gillian P. Wallace
Ralph

W. Sarkonak

Lily Low
Melvin

Klassen

Donald Wilson
Samuel Pattison
Kathryn Guthrie
Michael Wilson

Margareta Dijak
John Fawcett
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Students’ Association Presidents (1925-1967) and Prime Ministers (1968-1976)

1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943

Albert Russell
Brian Hunnings
Leonard Nicholls
Charles J. Armstrong
Herbert J. Manson
Kenneth C. Ross
Norman Manson
Robert Ferguson
Jack Fraser
Jack Church
Struan Robertson

1944
1945

William Macdonald
Gordon Hunter

1963

Richard Ogmundson

1964

Brian A. White

1946
1947
1948
1949

David Stock
Rodney T. H. Nixon
Bhagat Singh
E. Raymond Orchard

1966

Douglas A. Ball

1966

C. Padriac White

1967

Gordon H. Price

1950

Robert Toews

1951
1952
1953

George Woollett
Ian Glenday
Harold Robinson

1954

J. Malcolm

1955

Richard Pomeroy

1956

Joseph Haegert

Betty Mae Cameron

1957

Peggy Standen

1958

Howard

1959
1960
1961
1962

Bryan Ralph
David Haegert
Peter Haylett
Neil Worboys

Pierre Destrube

Robert Zellinsky
James Crawford

Recipients of the LEADER

CUP,

1968

Roger Skillings

109

Arthur Pike
Peter George
David Osborn

1970
1971

Cynthia Brand
Douglas Cunliffe

1972,
1973
1974

Thomas Ingraham
Robert Holliston
Derek Chu

McMillan

Lewis Alexander
Joseph Adam
Barbara Hutcheon
Raymond Whitehouse

Prime Ministers

Lim

Douglas Benedict
1075
1976

John Fawcett
Laurie Williams

1928-1975

The Leader Cup was presented in 1927/28 by Division 17 (Commercial). at the suggestion of teacher
Winifred B. Cawthorne (Mrs. Ramsell), for the student combining outstanding qualities of leadership with
high academic achievement and participation in athletics.
1928
1929
1

1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
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Charles J. Armstrong
Herbert J. Manson

Alexander J. Marling
Kenneth C. Ross
Barbara Daniels
G. Raymond Gravlin
Bernard Shipton
Noreen Creelman
Struan Robertson

William Stone
Joseph Adam
John Pickford
Barbara Hutcheon
Raymond Whitehouse
Eileen Wills
Robert Zellinsky
No award
Nora Clarke

1945
1946

Maud Wallace
David Stock
Aileen Smyth
1947} Rodney T. H. Nixon
1948 No award
1949 Bruce Madeley
1950 Robert Toews
198)
1952
1953
1954

1955
1956
1957

George Woollett
| Lyle P Robertson
Jean Easter
Harold Robinson
J. Malcolm MeMillan

Richard Pomeroy
Joseph Haegert
Peggy Standen
Howard

Lim

1958

David

Skillings

1959

Bryan Ralph

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964

Barbara Oldnall
David Haegert
Bob Harris
Neil Worboys
Richard Ogmundson
Brian A. White

1965

Margo Akins

1966
1967

C. Padriac White
Robert Whitmore

1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973

Roger Skillings
Joan Page
Cynthia Brand
Douglas Cunliffe
Trevor Dawson
Catherine Woodbury

1974
1975

Derek Chu
John Faweett

APPENDIX

D.

VHS

RHODES

SCHOLARS

FOR

BRITISH

COLUMBIA

1911

Joseph Badenoch Clearihue, VHS 1903
M.C.,E.D., Q.C., B.A. (McGill), M.A., B.C.L. (Oxon.), LL.D. (Brit. Col., UVic)
Formerly Judge of the County Court, Victoria; Chancellor Emeritus,
University of Victoria

1912

Alfred Nelson King, VHS

1906

B.A. (McGill). Killed in action, May 10, 1916

1915

Eric Valentine Gordon, VHS

1913

B.A. (McGill), M.A. (Oxon.)

Formerly Smith Professor of English Language and Germanic Philology,
Manchester University (deceased)

1925

Ernest John Knapton, VHS

1917

B.A. (Brit. Col.), B.A. (Oxon.), M.A., Ph.D. (Harvard)

VHS teacher 1928-29; Professor Emeritus of History and Government,
Wheaton College
1931

James Alexander Gibson, VHS

1927

B.A. (Brit. Col.), M.A., B.Litt., D. Phil. (Oxon.), LL.D. (Carleton )

Formerly Dean of Arts, Carleton University; President
Emeritus, Brock University
1953.

James Frederick McWilliams, VHS 1948
B.S.F. (Brit. Col.), M.A. Dip. Forestry (Oxon.), B.C.R.F.

General Manager, Canadian Forest Products Ltd.
1970

Frank Andrew Schroeder, VHS

1966

B.A. (UVic), D.C.L. (Oxon.)
Assistant Professor of Law, University of British Columbia

APPENDIX

E.

VHS HONORARY

DEGREE

RECIPIENTS, UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

*Charles Johnstone Armstrong, May 1961
*Rosalind Watson Young, May 1961 (VHS teacher)
Jeffree Aikin Cunningham, May 1964 (VHS student and teacher)
Joseph Badenoch Clearihue, May 1966
William Bruce Hutchison, May 1968
Robert Thomas

Duff Wallace,

May

1972 (VHS

student and teacher)

Margaret Jean Clay, May 1973
Jack Leonard Shadbolt, May 1973
Edmund Herman Lohbrunner, May 1975
Daniel Marshall Gordon, April 1976
*under the former affiliation with the University of British Columbia
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Year ending
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
146

F:

ENROLMENT:

Boys

43
47
54
51
37
39
34
45
37
47

44

49
57
59
55
59
58
8
96
80
74
58
68
74
67
91
91
112
110
100
107
118
134
156
191
178
188
224
294
326
288
329
339
323
387
447
419
449
408
472

Girls
17
14
22
31
39
35
27
39
57
58
63
71
67
70
71
83
3
81
105
101
87
96
120
116
135
129
138
138
158
176
155
138
159
170
178
186
232
254
335
377
391
429
473
505
528
579
557
568
612
587

VICTORIA
Total

60
61
76
82
76
74
61
84
94
105
107
120
124
129
126
142
131
159
201
181
161
154
188
190
202
220
229
250
268
276
262
256
293
326
369
364
420
478
629
703
679
758
812
878
915
1026
976
1017
1020
1059

HIGH

SCHOOL

Year ending
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976

Boys

Girls

564
630
704
559
558
552
636
657
650
667
687
565
583
574
498
483
426
477
542
552
587
556
567
551
517
486
485
488
494
504
578
634
707
7159
812

608
613
663
681
635
657

543
550
488
489
510
550
584
596
675

811

680

836
837
874
863

648
589

872

827
829
787
748
667
646
594
580
648

668
653
663
649
689
606
643
690
729
723
609

626
677
691
645
634
631
626
552,

509

704

566
S17
533
558
599

620
634
583
530
503
558

Total
1172

1243
1367
1240
1193
1209
1304
1310
1313
1316
1376
1171

1226
1264
1227
1206
1035
1103
1219
1243
1232
1190
1198
1177

1069
995
1028
1038
982
993
1088
1184
1291
1355
1487
1491
1540
1485

1463
1429
1389
1360
1387
1386
1368
1301
1229
1124
1083
1206

The VHS girls’ basketball team for 1924. L-R: Daisy King, Hilda Styan, Peggy Watson, Betty Harris,
Tola Worthington, Audrey Jost, Miss Betty Rice (coach; P.E.

teacher).

