
MICHAEL WOODLEY (1960) 

1942-2022 

Mike passed away in Palliative Care at RJH 

one week after being diagnosed with 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD), a rare, one 

in a million, aggressive and always fatal brain 

disorder. Our family is devastated that he 

left us so quickly considering that his motto 

was "Just go slow"! 

Mike was born in Victoria and grew up in 

Fairfield, playing roller hockey on Clover 

Avenue, being a rink rat and playing Minor 

Hockey at Memorial Arena, playing baseball 

at Beacon Hill Park, always trying to hit a 

home run over the Beacon Drive-In and 

playing lacrosse for the Junior Shamrocks 

1962 Minto Cup team. He attended Sir James 

Douglas Elementary, Central Junior High and Victoria High School. 

In 1959 Mike quit school to pursue his goal of becoming a professional hockey player. He travelled for sixty 

hours by Greyhound bus to Manitoba to join the Flin Flon Bombers and later the Yorkton Terriers. When he 

realized that a hockey career was not in his future he returned to school, graduated at 22 and enrolled at UVic. 

In May 1969 he received his Bachelor of Education Degree from Sir Edmund Hillary at an outdoor ceremony at 

Centennial Stadium. 

Mike's teaching career spanned 34 years with assignments in Tahsis, Ottawa, Perth WA and Victoria. He was a 

creative and enthusiastic Social Studies teacher who brought his subject to life with the use of videos, field trips, 

historical reenactments and props, such as the class guillotine. 

Mike was devoted to his family. He was a loving husband to Margaret (Oliver), his wife of 55 years, a supportive 

Dad to daughters Maren (Ian Chapman) and Merisa (Mike Andulajevic). 

In the words of his grandchildren, Makena and Zoe Chapman and Mason and Molly Andulajevic, their "Budda" 

was sincere, generous, patient, humorous and fair. 

Mike will also be fondly remembered by his brother, David and Margaret's sister and brother, Christine and 

Michael and their families. 

Mike loved boats and trains (both model and life-size), Christmas in Maui, backpacking in Europe, photography, 

chocolate and keeping track of the marine traffic that passed his waterfront home. 

Mike always called himself "Lucky Mike" because he loved his family, his job and his home. We say "Lucky Us" 

for having had Mike in our lives. We will miss his quirky sense of humour, his unique fashion sense and his 

interesting food choices! 
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