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She’s getting a makeover. Our dear 
friend is being torn apart on the 
inside, the first time since 1914 that 
every nook and cranny has been 
emptied. 

   It’s very exciting though, as her 
insides are strengthened and the old 
and familiar are blended with the 
new and progressive. 

   Her exterior–that glorious 
Victoria landmark–will look very 
similar. Inside, many interior walls 
and floors are gone to allow seismic 
reinforcing before new ones are built. 

   Reconfigured hallways and 
classrooms, a new library, open 
collaborative spaces, and a bright 
new Vic High Archives & Museum 
will eventually emerge alongside the 
existing auditorium, stairwells, and 
the two gyms as key heritage spaces 

and features are retained or 
repurposed. 

   The Rhodesian mahogany floor 
in the library stays, and a Historic 
Classroom will be created on the 2nd 
floor where the staff room used to 
be. Six original built-in glass-fronted 
storage cabinets have been carefully 
removed from classrooms. One will 
be installed in the Heritage 
Classroom, one in the new Archives 
& Museum, and two in the General 
Office.

   The Lawrie Wallace auditorium 
keeps its original seating. Broken or 
missing main floor seats will be 
replaced from the balcony and new 
seats installed there. Walls around 
stairwells are gone so the beautiful 
stained glass windows will shine. And 
of course, the two War Memorials 

and other historical displays, and 
those iconic grad class photos, will be 
re-installed.

   Rest assured, most of those 
iconic autographs in the Attic aren’t 
going anywhere. Changes to the 
heating system will disrupt some 
areas, but detailed photos have been 
taken and videos made and grads will 
continue to leave their mark. 

   We’ll add photos to our website 
as they become available. www.
vichigh.com. Click on Photo Gallery 
and scroll to Seismic Gallery.

Vic High Seismic Upgrade Well Underway

V I C T O R I A  H I G H  S C H O O L

Curious autographs are revealed… 
"Freddie Smertz was here, 1914".

New concrete seismic shear walls are up in the Roper Gym’s west and east walls. 
Excavation then continues so reinforcement can be added under original concrete footings.

www.vichigh.com

Breaking News!
The Vic High Alumni recently 
received its single largest 
donation, creating three $1000 
bursaries annually for deserving 
students. See story page 7.
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THANK YOU
from Alumni Chair Donna 
Lomas, VHS 1977

It’s been a busy year! Alumni 
volunteers catalogued everything in 
the Vic High Archives & Museum 
and packed it for storage during the 
seismic upgrade. We launched a 
new website and monthly 
e-newsletter, and provided input on 
school history to the seismic 
architects and input on outdoor 
amenities to the school district. An 
extraordinary financial donation has 
increased scholarship and bursary 
awards we distribute to Vic High 
students–the list goes on. Your 
financial support makes the efforts 
of all our volunteers possible. We 
are grateful for the encouragement 
your donations represent as we all 
work together to support Vic High 
and its students. Thank You so much!

PS: Those donors who gave 
permission can find your name on 
our website under the Celebrating 
Alumni page.

Vic High Archives & 
Museum

Alumni volunteers manage the 
collections (currently stored) and 
Alumni-raised funds provide acid-
free supplies to keep items safe, and 
shelving needed in the new spaces. 
Items for the Archives are still being 
accepted, (archives@vichigh.com or 
Annie at 250-384-0407). 
Volunteers have submitted floor 
plans for the new space to the 
seismic project architects, and are 
excited about its prominent and 
accessible location on the first floor 
near a newly-expanded Fernwood 
Street entrance.

   With all the collections now 
catalogued and entered into a 
searchable database, there are lots of 
interesting projects ahead such as 
scanning all photos in the 
collection, researching stories for 
the e-newsletter, and more. Three 
or four  keen volunteers would be 
very welcome, to work from home 
on projects, and help in the new 
Vic High Archives & Museum. 
Email archives@vichigh.com or call 
Annie at 250-384-0407.

Projects On Our Radar

Fundraising may start soon for 
some projects associated with the 
school re-opening, such as:

• refurbishing framed grad class
photos before they’re rehung

• adding a Class of 1966 head
shot photo collage to create the
group grad class photo that
never was

• working with the school on
consistent signage and displays
of school history and notable
alumni

• providing additional shelving and
storage for the new Vic High
Archives & Museum spaces.

As always, your loyal support of 
projects like these is very much 
appreciated. 

Black & Gold Dinner 
Rescheduled to May 14, 

2022, this popular event 

inducts outstanding alumni 

into the Vic High Black & 

Gold Honour Roll and raises 

operating funds for the 

Alumni. Upcoming inductees: 

Lawrie Wallace (1913-2006), 

VHS 1930 & teacher, Gillian 

Wallace (1948-2011), VHS 

1966, Ian McDougall, VHS 

1956, Sylvia Hosie, VHS 1961, 

Moe Elewonibi, VHS 1983, 

and Ann Kipling, VHS 1951. 

For more information contact 

Anne 250-472-1661.

 Alumni in Action

Can You Help?
If you have some basic 

computer/internet 

experience, we could use 

your help. We’re also looking 

for someone to do simple 

updating on our WordPress 

website. In all cases, we’ll 

train you, mentor you, show 

you the ropes. You can do it 

from your computer, and 

won’t take a lot of time. Call 

Linda 778-265-9877. Thanks!
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2026 Is Coming
Speaking of reunions, it’s Vic 

High’s 150th anniversary in 

2026. Given our COVID-

isolation for so long, the 

school’s two-year closure 

and grand re-opening in 

2022, we’re sure everyone 

will be looking forward to 

another epic Vic High 

celebration. Stay tuned! 

We won!  2021 Hallmark Heritage 
Society award for Communications.
The award recognizes Vic High 
2020 and the Vic High Alumni for 
exemplary work communicating 
heritage information and values 
through print media or publications. 

The perfect keepsake, it’s Vic 
High in gorgeous colour before her 
seismic upgrade. Fergie Andison, 
VHS 1968, spent four summers 
meticulously documenting every 
part of the school in photos and 
videos, including the Attic and all 
our autographs. Many photos will 
bring back memories, others show 
how Vic High still leads the way in 

education with its innovative 
programming and culture of 
diversity and acceptance. 
For more information and links to 
videos about the book and from 
Fergie himself, and to purchase the 
book, go to www.vichigh.com and 
click on Alumni Store under the 
top banner. 
Alternate ordering and payment 
options: email photobook@vichigh.
com or call Linda, 778-265-9877.
$25 + $6.25 mailing in Canada
$25 + $13 international
Funds raised support Alumni and 
school projects.

New Alumni Website, E-Newsletters

Stories, photos, notable alumni profiles, archives finds, seismic upgrade 
photos and information, alumni listings–all on our new website www.
vichigh.com. What’s getting the most traffic? It has to be the yearbooks. 
Every Camosun on hand in the Vic High Archives & Museum, plus others 
in the U.Vic Archives, have been scanned and are available digitally to read, 
find yourself, your relatives, your friends, and enjoy! The link is partway 
down the home page on our website.

To ensure you receive our new monthly e-newsletter, be sure to Register 
on our website or Update your Profile with an email address. It’s an exciting 
time to be more connected to our school and all it stands for. 

PS This annual print newsletter goes only to past Alumni donors. Email 
alumni@vichigh.com if you prefer not to receive postal mail from us. 

Reunions!
One Day Soon  

A first-ever gathering of Vic High 
Reunion Organizers was held 
recently (yes, via ZOOM) to start 
sharing reunion ideas, talk about 
what some classes are working on, 
and generally meet each other and 
share stories and memories about 
Vic High. General reunion 
organizing advice has always been 
part of the Alumni website, but 
we’ll be adding ideas shared from 
past reunions. You never know what 
creative things other classes have 
been doing to make sure reunions 
are fun for everyone.

Vic High 2020, Gorgeous Full-Colour Memories to Keep

   Alumni in Action
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The Shows Must Go On

Principal’s Message 
Aaron Parker

Principal, 2017 - present

It is an exciting time for Vic High.  
We watch with great curiosity as 
our iconic building undergoes a 
$77.1 million dollar renovation and 
becomes revitalized. As details of 
the project are slowly revealed, I am 
delighted that our students will 
soon be learning in a school 
that honours our proud heritage 
while providing the utility 
and comfort of a modern facility. 

Vic High, a school where the 
entrances still feature the ‘boys’ or 
‘girls’ designations, will soon be the 
first secondary school in BC 

where the majority of the 
washrooms will be genderless. The 
renovated school will feature a roof 
top classroom and observation 
deck, a state of the art health and 
fitness studio, modern biology, 
chemistry, and physic labs, student 
collaboration spaces, a media and 
broadcast studio, a new multi-
purpose presentation and cafeteria 
space, a beautiful spacious library 
and research centre, and a new 
central and accessible Vic High 
Archives & Museum. 

I am excited that our beloved 
building will continue to support 
our vibrant and diverse student 
body, and I’m convinced that the 
facility improvements will only 
enhance the inclusive, creative, and 
caring Vic High spirit. 

In closing, I would like to 
acknowledge the tremendous work 
done by the Alumni Association 
Communications Team. This small 
but energetic group has redesigned 
the Alumni Association website and 
publishes monthly emailed 
newsletters while continuing the 
tradition of an outstanding annual 
print newsletter for our Vic High 
Alumni donors.   

Thank you to the entire Alumni 
Association board and volunteers 

for your tireless support of Vic 
High, and for your commitment to 
maintaining our precious Archives 
& Museum. 

Come give a cheer!

Aaron Parker in the Master’s teaching 
robes of Samuel J. Willis, first principal in 
the 1914 Vic High building. Aaron wore 
the robes to visit student learning groups 
when students relocated to the old S. J. 
Willis school during seismic upgrades to 
Vic High. Such a good sport!

Vic High is known for its theater 
and dance programs, and not even 
COVID-19 can get in the way of 
putting on a great show. 

May 19-22 Vic High presents 
Urinetown: the Musical streamed to 
your computer or TV. Tyrant 
Caldwell B. Cladwell rules the city 
with an iron fist until Bobby Strong, 
lowly Amenity #9 employee, starts a 

revolution where the people WILL 
PEE FREE! Because the PEOPLE 
ARE FREE! Join this hilarious cast 
of characters as they embark on 
their own journey from oppression 
to revolution–a fun, campy musical 
with wit, charm, and the immense 
talent and spirit we know is Vic 
High. Tickets at https://www.
showtix4u.com/event-details/51415. 

Vic High’s Platform 61 dance 
troupe tapes their spring show May 
25-26 at the Dave Dunnett Theatre 
and posts it the following week on 
YouTube. You can watch for free 
starting the following week. Details 
and a link will be posted on the 
school’s website, https://vichigh.
sd61.bc.ca.
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Thank heavens for folks like Vic 
High’s Marine Biology teacher 
David Young, whose passion for 
marine life led to the creation of this 
popular Vic High course, and to his 
2019 class adopting its very own 
killer whale pod. Students raised 
funds at a bake sale, donated them 
to the Coastal Ocean Research 
Institute’s killer whale adoption 
program, and pod J19 was officially 
theirs. Led by matriarch Shachi   
and including her two offspring and 
her grandchildren, pod J19 is often 
seen in the waters off southern 
Vancouver Island.

The Marine Biology program 
began at Vic High in 2007 after 
Young and a Vic High colleague 
received a $25,000 grant from the 
Mitchell Odyssey Foundation to 
purchase equipment, develop course 
content, and take students on    
field trips.

Esquimalt-based World Fisheries 
Trust branch Seaquaria Ocean 
Education was also instrumental in 
the program start-up, and is 
dedicated to the equitable and 
sustainable use and conservation of 
aquatic biodiversity.

Young’s students learn about local 
marine life from plankton to killer 
whales and participate in fish 
dissection. Each year they research 
one of the fascinating marine 
organisms of the Pacific northwest 
and Salish Sea, taking photos and 
videos and interviewing specialists in 
the field. 

Popular topics include plankton, 
marine worms, fishes, mammals, 
birds, sponges, seaweed and 
flowering plants, as well as unique 

subjects like cnidarians, ctenophores, 
arthropods, molluscs, echinoderms, 
tunicates, bryozoans, and 
brachiopods. 

Student research posted on their 
website (https://www.
vichighmarine.ca) and on their 
YouTube channel (search YouTube 
for vichigh marine) even draws 
attention from National Geographic 
and Planet Earth III. 

Young traces his love of marine 
life back to his childhood bedroom 
fish tank where he kept local 
tidepool creatures collected from the 
beach. Victoria is the perfect place 
to share a love of sea life, and 
Young’s Collection License from the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
means he can bring specimens from 
local waters right into the classroom.

A self-confessed history buff and 
diligent contributor to the Vic High 
Archives & Museum, Mr. Young has 

deep ties to the school. His wife’s 
great-grandfather, Henry Osman, 
was the foreman of the construction 
crew that built the current school.

Vic High Has Its Own Killer Whale Pod
By King Lee, Class of 1958

Henry Osman, Vic High 1912 Project Foreman, lower right corner of photo. Photo 
courtesy of Vic High Archives & Museum

David Young
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Born in Edinburgh c. 1880, Lily 
Laverock came to Vancouver as 
child with her parents. Her father 
worked for the CPR, and later 
opened a grocery store where the 
family likely lived as well. 

According to her brother, who 
donated this medal to the Vic High 
Archives & Museum, Lily received it 
for excellent marks in high school 
entrance exams. She then attended 
Vic High, likely boarding with a local 
family, as did students from around 
BC who travelled to Victoria for high 
school. After graduating from Vic 
High, she studied at McGill 
University. 

Research about Lily is scant, but 
we do know this Vic High grad spent 
her life making a difference. Here are 
just a few of her early activities:

• 1907: founding member of 
the University Women’s Club

• 1908: the first woman 
employed as general reporter 
by a Vancouver newspaper

• 1909: chief organizer and first 
secretary-treasurer, first 
Vancouver branch of the 
Canadian Women’s Press Club.

• 1910: moved to another 
Vancouver newspaper as 
women’s page editor, “her pen 
ever ready in the cause of 
women’s suffrage”

• 1918: elected to the 
management board of 
Vancouver’s Carnegie Library 

Ethereally shy and a lifelong 
spinster, Laverock was an avid arts 
supporter. She promoted her first 
Celebrity Concert in 1921, which led 

to many years as a noted Vancouver 
impresario. The list of performers she 
brought to Vancouver reads like a 
Who’s Who of the performing arts 
world at the time: composer and 
pianist Jan Paderewski, composer and 
pianist Sergei Rachmaninoff, violinist 
Jascha Heifetz, opera singer Dame 
Nellie Melba, cellist and composer 
Pablo Casals, composer and pianist 
Maurice Ravel, the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, and many more.  

World War II brought concert 
sponsorships to a halt, but Lily’s 
passion for the arts had already made 
a profound contribution to 
Vancouver’s musical life. She retired 
in the early 1950s, and died 
December 2, 1969 in Duncan, an 
almost forgotten but hugely 
influential Vic High alumna.

Lily’s name is engraved at the top of the medal.The inscription reads: “Lily J. Laverock, Special Prize 
Awarded for Reading, 1st Div Publ Schls, Dr. Lewis Hall, 
June 1898.” Dr. Hall was a Victoria dentist, a member of 
the School Board 1896-1904, an Alderman 1906-07, and 
Mayor 1908-09.

Lily Laverock, reporter, suffragette, influencer  
by Linda Baker, Class of 1969
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LAURA GARDOM LEGACY WILL INSPIRE FOR DECADES 

The 1940 Camosun reveals Laura 

Gardom as someone destined for 

post-secondary education. 
Unfortunately, limited family 
resources made that impossible, 

which Laura regretted all her life. 

Nonetheless she excelled at her work 

and enjoyed a happy life which 
always included fond memories of 
Vic High. Now to honour her life 

and help students in ways not 
available to her, Laura’s 2020 death 

has led to the Alumni’s largest ever 

single donation of $126,000. 

Invested it will generate three 

annual $1000 bursaries in her name 

for Grade 12 students from any 
subject. Each must be attending post- 
secondary school, have a positive 

academic record, and possibly need 
financial assistance. 

Laura and her first husband left 

Victoria, eventually emigrating to 

California with their young children. 

But her ties 

to Victoria 

were deep, 
and one of 

her fondest 

memories 

was 

attending 

the 1940s 

Decade Vic 

High 

Reunion in 

2008. Her 

ashes will reside at Ross Bay 

Cemetery. 

Laura also loved her years at Sir 

James Douglas, and additional 

Gardom donations there will pay for 
an outdoor learning space and help 
fund a new playground. 

Check our website — Attps:// 

vichigh.com/stories/ for the full article 

and photos. 

  

  

The Vic High Alumni has 
$585k endowed for student 
awards, funds that were raised 
at school-wide reunions and 
from various bequests. In 
2021, it will award almost $18k 
in scholarships and bursaries 
to Vic High students, including 
from funds honouring Vic High 

Alumni like Tommy Mayne, 
Dorothy Evans, and Reg Reid.       

  

DONATION AND MAIL FORM Registered Charity #889708467RRO001 

Thank you for donating. You can also update your contact information with this form, or by visiting our website https:// 

vichigh.com. 

Name: Grad year 
  

Address: Postal Code: 
  

Telephone Number: ( ) Email: 
  

4$25 O $50 (1$100 (4$250 MI Other $   (We issue tax receipts for donations of $25 or more) 

(I Enclosed is my cheque payable to the Victoria High School Alumni Association OR 
Use your Visa or Mastercard to make your donation online at www.vichigh.com or at www.canadahelps.org 

] My donation is in memory of   

Please supply name and address of person to notify of your donation. Visit website www.vichigh.com for our Privacy Policy. 

If you do not want your name posted on our website Donor Page, please check this box. A 

Vic High Alumni Association ¢ c/o Victoria High School * 923 Topaz Ave. * Victoria, BC V8T 2M2 
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