
  

 

Her life was definitely challenging at times, but from the sparkle in her eyes you can tell it was 

mostly happy and rewarding, all 98 years of it. Still, Laura Gardom had one regret, that despite 

clearly having the ability, family circumstances meant graduating from Vic High in 1940 was the 

end of her formal learning.  

How extraordinary therefore, that her newly founded legacy of bursaries will every year give 

Vic High students the chance for continued learning she never had.  

Laura’s estate has recently donated $126k to the Vic High Alumni’s scholarship funds invested 

with the Victoria Foundation, to generate three Laura A. Gardom Memorial Bursaries of $1000 

each for Vic High students. Every four years each bursary will increase by $100 to account for 

inflation. It’s the largest single bequest the Alumni has ever received, and the criteria is simple: 

Grade 12 Vic High students with positive academic records in any subject who are going on to 

post secondary education, with need a consideration in choosing recipients. 

Sir James Douglas Elementary School, where Laura spent her first school years, also benefits 

from her legacy. $18,000 was donated for an outdoor classroom, and up to $50k in matching 

funds were pledged to help the Parent Advisory Council raise $123k, the total needed to 

upgrade the school’s playground.  

Principal Murray Harris says the outdoor classroom was a pre-covid initiative which can now be 

completed spring 2021, a year ahead of schedule. And with the matching fund pledge, 

fundraising has started in earnest for the playground which Harris hopes will also be built well 

ahead of schedule.  

Laura Gardom was Victoria born and bred, a cousin to well-known BC lawyer, politician and 

former BC Lt. Gov. Garde Gardom, although it was years before she learned of the connection. 

Her father had died when she was young leaving her mother to raise the family alone. Despite 

the family challenges, though, she remembers her school years fondly, the ones at Sir James 

Douglas, and particularly at Vic High where she excelled. 
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It must have been a friendly rivalry, as Laura’s son Ron remembers hearing Bernice’s name 
when his mother spoke happily about her years at Vic High. He accompanied her to the 2008 

Homecoming Reunions organized by the Alumni for grads of the 1920s, 30s, and 40s, and says 

she loved every minute of it and reminisced often about it afterwards.  

Laura worked at a bank in Victoria after high school, married, and she and her young family 

moved to Cumberland.  

“Cumberland was a mining town then,” says Ron, “and Mum hated it. But dad was a fixer-upper 

kind of guy and he could open a store there – appliances and other things. My younger sister 

was born there in 1948 so we three kids are all Canadian by birth. Mum was mad at dad for 

dragging her there, but it gave them their financial start.” 

From there the family moved to Kelowna for a year, until Ron’s dad decided in the early 1950s 

that they should emigrate to California, first to Burbank then settling in La Crescenta. “He was a 
‘rolling stone gathers no moss’ kind of guy,” says Ron, “and wanted to keep moving. But mom 

put her foot down, got him a TV repair job, and we stayed.” 

Laura was always stressing the importance of an education. “She was always on me about 
studying,” says Ron.  

When Ron’s commitment to college started wavering, Laura sat him down and gave him three 

choices: sell hot dogs all your life at the local amusement park, get on with your college studies, 

or enlist. Ron enlisted. 

Three years later he left the army and realized he needed an education after all. He was the 

first person in his family to get a college degree, then completed a law degree at UCLA and 

practised criminal law for many years.  Laura must have been very proud.  

Ron remembers Laura working, and says she developed some stellar bookkeeping skills. “With 
the education she wished she’d had,” he says, “she could have been a CPA.” 

 

Laura’s grad write-up in the 1940 Camosun, right 

above her friend Bernice’s, makes it clear she was 
very bright and very well-liked. 

Here’s Bernice Flude’s shadow, and it’s quite 
a combat for first place in the class of brains. 

Your personality will get you places, Laura. 

 



At one point the family had a home in the Okanagan and spent summers there in the 1960s, 

then a place at Qualicum Beach. Eventually Laura got involved in real estate, investing in small 

rental units, and loved it. 

 

 

“Vancouver Island is a very special place,” says Ron. “Mum loved it there, particularly Victoria. 

Like her, I also had very happy memories of Victoria. Her mother lived on David Street by the 

old round-about at Douglas and Hillside.  As a small child my grandmother and I would walk 

from her house down Government St. to Beacon Hill park and back up Douglas. “ 

“When Mum and I visited Victoria over the years,” Ron continues, “I always walk that same 

route and see the same aged sidewalks bordered by new businesses. Mum and I would also go 

for a drive, past the Empress Hotel and the Crystal Gardens, and always through Fairfield to 

drive past 250 Howe Street, the house she lived in as a child.” 

 

 

Laura and her son Ron on 

Laura’s 93rd birthday.   

Happy times! 



Laura’s mother was a great influence in her life. After her mother’s death Laura and Ron would 

visit her plot at Ross Bay Cemetery every time they came to Victoria. Ron may have been very 

young when he left Victoria, but it’s clear his mum and her memories were a great influence in 

Ron’s life.  

We are honoured that after Laura died in December 2020, Ron decided to follow up on a 

chance remark his mum once made. She’d been concerned that a legacy to a charity might not 

get spent as she’d like. He mentioned Vic High and she’d agreed that monies donated there 

would be properly spent. Determined to find the right way to honour Laura’s life, Ron found the 

Alumni’s website, reached out, and within a few weeks everything was in place. 

As soon as current travel restrictions are eased, Ron plans to visit Victoria again, this time 

bringing Laura’s ashes so she can be buried in the city she loved so much. With luck he’ll be able 
to tour the new Laura Gardom Memorial Classroom at Sir James Douglas, and perhaps meet the 

first three Vic High students to receive bursaries in Laura’s name. 

“Seeing immediate tangible benefits for kids at Sir James Douglas will be great,” says Ron. “But I 
know the impact of the bursaries will be far-reaching, supporting kids like my mother who have 

the potential and just need a little help. I hope the kids who receive the bursaries value and 

continue with their education, but more importantly live a life that captures and savours fond 

and wonderous memories.” 

 

We never know, do we, how a person’s life is influenced by their school years. It’s reassuring, 

affirming, and very hopeful to know that the spirit of Vic High that made such a difference in 



Laura Gardom’s life continues today in the diverse, accepting, and respectful culture of Victoria 

High School and lives on through the students who will benefit from her extraordinary gift. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura and great-granddaughter Violet.  

Sharing a toast with son Ron. 


