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How many high school marine biology classes have their own killer whale pod? Victoria High 

School marine biology teacher David Young cannot think of any, other than his. 

In the fall of 2019, his class held a bake sale, collected $260 and donated it to the Coastal Ocean 

Research Institute’s killer whale adoption program. They received an adoption certificate 

assigning them J19 pod for “adoption.” 

 

 

 

J19 matriline (a female killer whale, her two offspring, and her two “grandchildren”) is a well-

known pod which can be spotted around southern Vancouver Island year round. Its matriarch is 

Shachi. 

 “The course is popular and the kids really seem to enjoy the class” Mr. Young. Twenty-four 

grades 11 and 12 students currently attend these classes at Vic High’s Topaz Campus (formerly 

S.J. Willis Junior Secondary School) while Vic High on Grant St. undergoes upgrading.  

The marine biology program began at Vic High in 2007 after Karen Edwards, a longtime Vic High 

biology teacher now retired, and Young applied for and received a $25,000 grant from the 

Mitchell Odyssey Foundation to purchase equipment, develop course content and take 

students on field trips. 

 



 

Teacher David Young shows off a Red Sea Urchin that lives in the classroom. 

 

Seaquaria Ocean Education, a branch of the World Fisheries Trust based on Devonshire Road in 

Esquimalt, was also instrumental in the start-up of the Vic High marine biology program. 

Founded by Executive-Director Joachim Carolsfeld and his wife, Communications Director Cathy 

Carolsfeld in 1998, Seaquaria is dedicated to the equitable and sustainable use and 

conservation of aquatic biodiversity. 

Young’s students learn about local marine life from plankton to killer whales and participate in 

fish dissection as well as – in normal times - making an annual trip to the Vancouver Aquarium. 

As a part of the course each year students research one of the fascinating marine organisms of 

the Pacific northwest and Salish Sea, taking photos and videos and interviewing specialists in 

the field. Their research is then posted on the class website at https://www.vichighmarine.ca/. 

 



 

Students took all those gorgeous photos.  

It looks at popular topics such as plankton, marine worms, fishes, mammals, birds, sponges, 

seaweed and flowering plants, as well as unique subjects like cnidarians, ctenophones, 

arthropods, molluscs, echinoderms, tunicates, bryozoans and brachiopods.  In 2020 there were 

close to 14,000 visitors to the site.  

The school’s marine biology classes have also posted many videos on their YouTube channel 

which can be accessed at Pacific Spiny Lumpsucker - Victoria High School - YouTube . The site 

currently has 304 subscribers and 28 videos. 

Even National Geographics and Planet Earth III have inquired about the Vic High marine biology 

videos posted on their YouTube channel. 

Young traces his love of marine life back to his bedroom fish tank where he kept local tidepool 

creatures collected from the beach when he was about 12 years old. 

Graduating from Carihi High School in Campbell River in 1985, he attended North Island College 

before earning Bachelor of Science (Honours) (1991) and Master of Science in Entomology 



(1995) degrees at the University of Victoria. Young taught at U.Vic, and at Arbutus Middle and 

Lambrick Park Secondary schools before arriving at Vic High in 2003. 

A self-confessed history buff and diligent contributor to the Vic High Archives & Museum, 

Young’s ties to the school are deep. His wife’s great grandfather, Henry Osman, was the 

foreman of the construction crew that built the school’s Grant Street school and his 

stepmother, Jessie (Sokalski) graduated from Vic High in 1959 and returned in 1962 to work in 

the general office. 

 

 

The 1914 construction crew that built Vic High. Foreman Henry Osman, lower right corner. 

 

Victoria is the perfect place to share a love of sea life, and Young’s Collection License from the 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans means he can truly bring the beach into the classroom. 


