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On 12 April 2017, student history 
from the Great War was brought 
powerfully to life in presentations for 
both today’s students and the public, 
in an event staged in Vic High’s 
Lawrie Wallace Auditorium.

In a mix of music and story, five 
Canadian songs from 1914-18 were 
intertwined with Dr. Barry Gough’s 
tales of students and graduates from 
Vic High who fought in World War I. 
The focus was on the iconic battle to 
take Vimy Ridge a century ago, in 
April 1917. 

Barry Gough (VHS 1956, a former 
staff member and Alumni chair) drew 
from his book From Classroom to 
Battlefield for details of students’ lives 
in this terrible conflict. He also 
discussed Vic High’s various war 
memorials, making note of our ways 

of commemorating past conflicts.
Five songs, discovered in the 

Archives of McMaster University and 
accompanied by a small chamber 
orchestra, featured the moving lyrics 
and sentiments of that age. These 
songs, not heard for decades, were 
performed by the Songbirds of 
Brentwood – a choir of seniors 
directed by Larry Skaggs. The 
expressive new orchestrations were by 
Norman Abbott and Mr. Skaggs.  

Host and emcee Keith McCallion, 
former Alumni chair and Vic High 
principal, stitched the event together 
with some powerful personal stories of 
our students and people from that 
very same time a hundred years ago. 

Irene Harrison (VHS 1955) 
arranged for the colour party of 
veterans and members from Greater 

Victoria legions for performances at 
both 2 pm and 7 pm. They were led 
in and out by a 13-year-old piper, 
Riley Heron. Riley also did a 
wonderful rendition of “Amazing 
Grace” at the end of the program. 
Veterans from the legions expressed 
how well done the event was and 
remarked on the wonderful songs 
from the era.

Debbie Blackie (VHS 1967), who 
heads the Alumni team of volunteers 
in the Vic High Archives, mounted a 
display of photos of our former 
students whom Dr. Gough mentioned 
in his talk. This added a special Vic 
High touch to a provincial museum 
exhibit in the main hall. 

This event carried a great deal of 
emotion and historical meaning. A 

reMeMbering ViMy 
A Commemoration presented by Victoria High School and Its Alumni Association 

Members of the colour party from Britannia Branch #7; piper Riley Heron leads them out of the ceremony.  

Continued on page 2
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PrIncIPal’s 
Message 
Aaron Parker

In my short time 
as Principal at Vic 
High I have 

enjoyed discovering the active and 
vibrant learning community that 
thrives within our iconic building. 
As I walk the halls it is obvious that 
the school’s deep-rooted traditions 
form the foundation on which the 
future leaders of our community 
learn, grow and flourish. 

A big part of this school’s current 
reputation and culture of excellence 
can be attributed to our departing 
Principal, Ms. Randi Falls. Her 
tremendous leadership and her 
tireless dedication to Vic High have 
left the school in great shape for its 
next 141 years.

One highlight for me has been 
our Arts Showcase in the fall. The 
improv team, dance performances, 
Rhythm and Blues band, and many 
exhibits showcased the level of talent 
and dedication that Vic High fosters 
in our students.

This year’s musical was a brilliant 
rendition of the 1980s hit Footloose. 
Mr. Alan Penty, who was named 
Theatre Educator of the Year by his 
provincial specialist association, 
joined the students on stage to 
dance, act and sing in front of our 
largest audiences in the past decade. 
Footloose will be Mr. Penty’s last 
show as a teacher at Vic High as he 
plans to retire this year.

Our athletic program continues 
to grow with Badminton and Cross-
Country teams returning to Vic 
High, joining Curling, Rugby, 
Volleyball, Basketball and Rowing as 
sports in which our students are 
competing. The Totems had a 

season to remember, winning the 
city championship and hosting the 
Vancouver Island tournament (see p. 
4). One highlight was the team’s 
first regional championship game in 
recent memory – a game that they 
won, in front of a packed crowd in 
the Andrews Gym. 

On the academic front we 
continue to develop our offerings in 
the fields of Science, Liberal Arts, 
and Social Sciences. Thanks to a 
generous donation from Dr. Stewart 
Smith (see p.5), we will be offering 
this District’s first program in 
Astronomy. It joins dual credit Law 
and Marine Biology as distinct Vic 
High programs. 

I feel deeply honoured to have the 
opportunity to be a part of Vic 
High. Feel free to drop in or email 
me directly (aaparker@sd61.bc.ca) 
with anything that is on your mind. 
I hope to maintain the standards of 
approachability and service that have 
been established by many wonderful 
Principals at Vic High. I look 
forward to working closely with our 
Alumni for many years to come.

teacher commented that it was like 
looking back a hundred years with 
the music and the students of that 
time being brought to life. Another 
audience member emailed: “My 
thanks to one and all who had any 
part in the history for this event, the 
organizing, and the presentation, 
and I'm sure that this would include 
yourself re the history and the 
archives.  I enjoyed it very much 
indeed, and the words were quite 
moving, both in Barry's presentation 
and also the words to the newly 
presented World War songs.”

One of our Alumni members sent 
this comment: “Just want to thank 
everyone who was involved in 
arranging last evening’s special 
event, ‘Remembering Vimy’.  It was 
really well done from start to finish. 
My son recognized a French Legion 
of Honour medal on one of the old 
soldiers and had a brief chat with 
him afterward.  A good moment for 
both of them I think.”

Many others remarked on how 
the past had been brought movingly 
to life. This was a fine tribute to an 
age lost but of a remembrance we 
observe with honour, respect and 
gratitude.

Thanks are due to all who 
contributed to making the event so 
special, but especially to Don 
Kissinger (VHS 1959), a former Vic 
High student and teacher who was 
the moving spirit behind the whole 
project. The event was arranged by 
him and supported financially by 
the Victoria Foundation, a member 
of Community Foundations of 
Canada, as the school’s and the 
Alumni Association’s contribution to 
Vimy 100 / Canada 150 
commemorations nationwide.

Continued from page 1

VIC HIGH GETS NEW 
PRINCIPAL

Mr. Aaron Parker comes to us 
from Chilliwack, though he was 
born and raised in Victoria (a 
Belmont grad). “I’m really 
enjoying working with the Vic 
High community,” says Mr. Parker. 
“This school and its students are 
really unlike any others.”

Our outgoing principal, Ms. 
Randi Falls, has been transferred 
to Oak Bay Secondary, her alma 
mater. To honour her splendid 
leadership over the past seven 
years, the Association has 
purchased a seat plaque in her 
name in the Lawrie Wallace 
Auditorium.
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chair’s rePort
Ken Gower
VHS 1968

Hello to all 
Alumni and 
friends of Vic 
High.

This is my 
inaugural year as 
your Chair. I feel 

honoured and humbled to hold this 
office. The pedigree of those who 
have come before me is impressive, 
and many continue to serve as either 
a Board or attending member. You 
and I benefit significantly from their 
expertise and commitment. I am 
grateful for their support and vote of 
confidence.

My experience with the 
Association has been fun and 
enriching. The workload has not 
been onerous and the reward far 
exceeds the effort. We are actively 
seeking new members to support 
succession, renewal and 
sustainability. If you still live in the 
Victoria region, I invite you to join 
us as an observer at any monthly 
Board meeting: we gather on the 
first Monday of each month (except 
July and August), 5:15-6:30 pm in 
the VHS Staff Room. Members 
often adjourn to the Fernwood Inn 
for a refreshment and a bite 
following our meeting.

This year your Board and 
attending members have focused 
their priorities on these areas:

Successfully completing the •	
fundraising for Phase 1 of the 
Stadium Revitalization Project

Updating our Strategic Plan•	
Supporting Alumni reunions•	
Communicating with Alumni•	
Supporting bursaries, scholar-•	
ships, and school programs and 
activities 
Transitioning to the new •	 Societies 
Act (a legislative requirement).
The Board’s efforts are directed 

primarily to the fulfillment of our 
Constitution and the longer-term 
sustainability of the Association. 
Your ongoing donations are essential 
to the programs and services we 
support. While our financial 
position is stable, in the past two 
years Alumni donations have fallen 
slightly below our annual operating 
costs. We will continue to examine 
options to further reduce our 
modest operating expenses and 
enhance fundraising – more on this 
in our annual fundraising letter in 
November.

This spring and summer, the 
classes of 1967, ’77 and ’97 will 
celebrate their 50, 40 and 20 year 
reunions, respectively (see page 6). I 
wish all a successful and enjoyable 
event. Attending a reunion is a 
fulfilling experience for many 
Alumni. Reunion organizers depend 
on the Association’s database for 
contact information. If you know of 
fellow Alumni who do not receive 
our periodic emails or mailings, 
their contact information has likely 
fallen out of date. Please advise them 
to go to the VHS Alumni website 
www.vichigh.com and click on 
Register as Alumni. 

We expect the provincially-
mandated seismic upgrade program 

to reach Vic High in the near future. 
Our Alumni volunteers in the VHS 
Archives have embarked on a video 
and photography project, in 
partnership with the school’s 
photography program, to make a 
record of the current structure. 
Iconic and memorable areas to be 
documented include the Lawrie 
Wallace Auditorium, Roper Gym, 
Attic, Library, Cafeteria and others. 
Our Association is delighted with 
the foresight and initiative of our 
Archives volunteers to undertake 
this project. If you have not done so, 
visit the Archives one day – it’s open 
on Tuesdays from 9 am to 12 noon 
whenever school is in session. 
Special openings can be requested 
for reunions and other events by 
emailing archives@vichigh.com

Thank you again for your 
ongoing support to the Association. 
If you have any suggestions 
regarding how we might improve 
our services or our relationship with 
you, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at alumni@vichigh.com.

Come Give a Cheer! 

Monday June 5, 2017, 5:15 PM
Vic high staFF rooM
eVeryone welcoMe

aluMni association annual 
general Meeting

newsletter Mailing 
Policy
At present we mail hard copies 
only to those who are recorded 
as past donors to the Association. 
Electronic copies are available to 
everyone via www.vichigh.com 
and hard copies at the Vic High 
Archives.  We issue tax receipts 
for donations of $25 or more.
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toteMs on the 
rebound
by Barrie Moen (VHS 1969)

For decades, Vic High Totems 
basketball was synonymous with the 
history of boys’ high school 
basketball in BC. Led by legendary 
coaches such as George “Porky” 
Andrews, Bill Garner, and Lawrie 
Wallace, the Totems dominated the 
provincial scene in the 1950s and 
’60s. However, following their last 
provincial championship in 1969, 
the elite program began to fade: 
urban demographics and relaxed 
rules regarding school boundaries 
took a toll on the enrolment of 
urban schools like Vic High. The 
most recent appearance of the 
Totems in a provincial tournament 
was in 1996.

The Totems verged on extinction 
in the first decade of this 
millennium. However, the past two 
years have witnessed a new vibration 
in the atmosphere of the Andrews 
Gym (still called the New Gym by 
many Alumni). In 2016 the Totems, 
for the first time in almost twenty 
years, qualified for the Vancouver 
Island AAA tournament. This year 
the Totems were 9-1 in league play 
and entered the Island tournament 
as the city’s first seed.

This success resulted from a 
combination of several factors. The 
skills of this year’s players are 
obvious, but the countless hours of 
selfless toil and energy put in by 
former athletic director John Cole, 
current athletic director Greg Pitre, 
coach Cory Ahlers, and assistant 
coach (and parent) Tak Niketas 
(VHS 1983) are sometimes in the 
shadows; however, it is this 
combination that is enabling Vic 
High’s basketball program to regain 

its prominence. This year’s team and 
coaches are very aware of the 
tradition of basketball at Vic High, 
and they emphasize that their efforts 
are very much about reviving the 
basketball program here. 

Coach Ahlers says that he had no 
idea what he was getting into when 
he agreed to take the senior team. 
Half the players didn’t speak English 
and it was a chore getting some of 
them to attend practice. “Sometimes 
we used chairs to fill in defensive 
positions,” he recalls. Over time the 
pieces came together and they began 
to win. “It is nice to win … but 
overall the team knows it is about 
rebuilding a program … being part 
of something bigger.” 

It’s a significant sacrifice to ask of 
young athletes; however, it’s a 
challenge they have accepted. As 
Lyndon Hamilton, a leading scorer 
and transfer from Oak Bay, 
emphasizes: “It’s great … helping 
the team regrow again.” All star 
forward  Chris Niketas whose goal 
since grade 9 has been to help 
rebuild the storied program, says: 
“The chemistry of the team is 
awesome.” The future of the 
program is embodied in the attitude 
of players like Jarius Miclat, whose 

family arrived from the Philippines a 
year ago, and is thrilled with his 
starting role and the positive spirit 
of the team. “It’s a dream,” he says.

Indeed these young men and 
coaches exemplify some of the best 
school spirit, selflessness and pride of 
purpose that any Vic High Alumni 
have ever demonstrated. Success isn’t 
always measured by winning and 
losing, and a big step has been taken. 
Congratulations are due this year’s 
Totems on a job well done.

4

Former Totems in 
the Andrews Gym 
cheering for this 
year’s team at the 
Island tournament: at 
left, Patrick Skillings 
and Roger Skillings 
from the 1967 and 
1968 Totems 
respectively. At right, 
Barrie Moen and Jan 
Bentley from the 
1969 Totems, which 
was George “Porky” 
Andrews’s last 
provincial 
championship team. 
In the centre is 
David Dickie (VHS 
1968), a longtime 
Totems fan!

toteMs' achieVeMents 
in 2016-17

1st place in city AAA Senior •	
Boys league play
most sportsmanlike team at the •	
Victoria Police tournament
South Island AAA Senior Boys •	
Champions
hosted the Island Championships, •	
raising over $2000 for Vic High 
basketball and $1500 toward Vic 
High athletics
came within one game of •	
qualifying for the BC 
Championship tourney
Lyndon Hamilton named to A •	
team of South Island All Stars
Chris Niketas named to B team •	
of South Island All Stars 
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Dr. A.J. Stewart Smith, a celebrated 
particle physicist at Princeton 
University, has donated $10,000 
(US) to Vic High’s science program. 

A member of Vic High’s class of 
1955, Dr. Smith was honoured as 
one of the school’s Illustrious 
Alumni at the Black and Gold 
Dinner in May 2016. He traveled to 
Victoria from Princeton, New Jersey, 
to attend the function. 

The world-renowned scientist, 
who credits the school with sparking 
his interest in physics, met with 
Principal Randi Falls after the dinner 
to discuss a potential donation. A 
few months later, Ms. Falls informed 
the Alumni Association of Dr. 
Smith’s very generous gift. 

Vic High’s Science teachers, 
delighted with this opportunity, 
spent some time consulting with one 

another about how best to use this 
money. Finally they recommended 
that the school develop a new course 
in Astronomy, which requires 
equipment not available in most 
high schools.

Dr. Smith’s donation has been 
used to purchase industry-standard 
telescopes, cameras, and ancillary 
equipment for this new course – far 
beyond the quality of hobbyists’ 
equipment. At the same time, the 
administration is working with the 
School District for authorization for 
the course to count toward 
graduation credits. The school is 
designing the new course to have 
crossover topics not only in the 
provincial Physics curriculum, but 
also in existing courses in 
comparative civilization and 
religions and in indigenous ways of 

knowing and learning.
Dr. Smith is very pleased that the 

new course has the potential to spark 
students to feel the same joy in 
pursuing scientific inquiry that he felt 
as a teenager at Vic High. 

Dr. Smith (VHS 1955) at the second 
Black and Gold Dinner, May 2016.

reMeMbering a great 
Vice-PrinciPal
by King Lee (VHS 1958) 

Reginald H. Reid, who spent 16 
years of a 37-year career in 
education at Victoria High School, 
died in April 2017 at the age of 92.

VHS valedictorian of the class of 
1943, Reg Reid began teaching 
English at Vic High in 1957 and 
continued there until 1963 when he 
became vice-principal at Central 
Junior High. He returned to Vic 
High in 1967 as vice-principal 
under Principal J.D. Lorimer.

In 1977, the school district 
transferred Mr. Reid to become vice-
principal at Mt. Douglas Secondary. 
“It hurt him when he left,” teaching 
colleague Gus McTavish recalls. “He 
bled black and gold.” 

Mr. McTavish, who was later a Vic 
High vice-principal too, taught at the 
school for seven years while Mr. Reid 
was the vice-principal. “He was really, 
truly respected,” he said. “It was a big 
job and he handled it seamlessly.” He 
viewed Mr. Reid and Mr. Lorimer as 
an incredibly good team, adding that 
former Mt. Doug principal Jack 
Lowther described Mr. Reid as the 
best vice-principal he ever had.

Another teaching colleague, 
Tommy Mayne, remembers Mr. 
Reid as a member of the “Vic High 
Navy.” This was a group of Vic 
High staff members who, for some 
years, would board a small armada 
of boats on the first Friday after 
classes were finished in June and 
camp on various Gulf Islands 
locations for the weekend.

Mr. Reid's future wife, Iris 
Chapman McIvor, was a grad of 
VHS Class of 1941. They were 
married for 70 years and had four 
children, including two daughters who 
are also Vic High grads.

Mr. Reid maintained a lifelong 
connection with the school, joining 
the Board of the Victoria High 
School Alumni Association. He was 
later made an Honorary Director.

A celebration of Reg Reid’s life 
will be held in Vic High’s Lawrie 
Wallace Auditorium on Saturday 
June 3 at 2 pm.

grad donates $10,000 to Vic high's science PrograM
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reunions in 2017
More details of all these events 
are posted at www.vichigh.com – 
click on the Reunions tab.

Class of 1962 – 55 year reunion
Monday June 26, University Commons 
Building, 
11 am – 3 pm
$25 per person. Register by June 8
Contacts: Vicki Berry (Rigby) at 
golf99@shaw.ca or Bill Hoyt at 
mbhoyt@telus.net

Class of 1967 – 50 year reunion
Saturday June 10, University Club at 
UVic, 6 – 10 pm
Barbecue dinner, no-host bar
Grad $70, grad with guest $135
Contact: Cedric Zala (cedriczala@
shaw.ca)

Class of 1977 – 40 year reunion
Saturday August 26, Vic High Gym
Drinks from 6 pm, dinner at 7 pm, 
dancing till 1 am
Grad $77, grad with guest $140

Register by July 1
Contact us at vhsgrads77@shaw.ca 
or on Facebook. 

Class of 1997 – 20 year reunion
Saturday June 17 – evening event at 
Vic High
Sunday June 18 – afternoon picnic – 
kids welcome!
Find us on Facebook – Vic High 
Grad ’97 (Reunion)
Contact Katreena (Weileby) Wright 
at kat@igniteeventsvan.com, 604-
725-3401.

Future reunions 
Class of 1968 – 50 year reunion
Saturday June 9, 2018, at the Victoria 
Golf Club
Mark your calendar and spread the 
word! Contact vichigh68@gmail.
com, website https://vichigh68.
wordpress.com/ and Facebook.

Class of 1971 – 50 year reunion
Date TBA in 2021. Contact Elaine 
Ellinger at ekell@shaw.ca or 250-
642-4010.

ongoing reunions

The classes of 1948, 1955, 1961 
and 1972 have gatherings each year. 
For details, please visit www.vichigh.
com – click on Reunions, then 
Ongoing Reunions.

start your own 
reunion!
Visit vichigh.com – click on 
Reunions, then Planning in a 
Nutshell. Then email our 
Reunions Coordinators at 
reunions@vichigh.com.  

Financial uPdate
by Rick Crosby (VHS 1976) and 
Nita Loudon (VHS 1966), 
Co-Treasurers

One of the key strengths of the Vic 
High Alumni Association is the 
generosity of its Alumni. Donation 
income is critical to the Association’s 
support for school programs for 
current students as well as for 
Alumni activities. 

The Association’s 2017 budget for 
school programs of $12,800 includes 
student scholarships, school bus 
vehicle insurance, a contribution for 
school program enhancements, and 
a contribution toward a bursary 
established in memory of Barbara 
Gidney. The 2017 budget for 
Alumni activities of $7,900 funds 

the annual newsletter, Vic High 
Archives, and Alumni website. The 
budget for administrative expenses is 
$4,300 which includes liability 
insurance, bookkeeping, audit, and 
the preparation of the annual 
financial statements.

In December 2016, $32,500 was 
transferred from the Alumni 
Association to the Victoria 
Foundation for an endowment to 
fund two student awards: a music 
scholarship honouring Dorothy 
Evans and a bursary in memory of 
Noel Collison. All these funds came 
from Alumni donations earmarked 
specifically to establish these awards.

 The transfer brings the 
Association’s investment in the 
Victoria Foundation to over 
$80,000, in addition to the 
$160,000 historically invested in the 

Vancouver Foundation. The 
combined income from both 
endowments in 2017 is estimated at 
$9,700, of which 100% is applied to 
fund school programs and student 
awards. 

Last but not least, we are pleased 
to report that through the generous 
support of our Alumni, $145,000 
has been raised for the Stadium 
Revialization project. Including 
additional third party funding 
commitments, a total of $500,000 
has been raised towards a project 
funding goal of $1.7 million. 
Association volunteers continue to 
work in collaboration with school 
district officials and other key 
stakeholders to make the renewal of 
Vic High’s Memorial Stadium a 
community legacy project in which 
all Alumni can take pride. 

VHS Archives 
Open 9 am to 12 noon, on all 

Tuesdays that school is in 
session.
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Please suPPort your 
aluMni association

The ongoing work of the Vic High 
Alumni Association is very dependent 
on your annual donations. Without 
this support, it would not be possible 
to maintain Alumni services such as 
the website and this newsletter. 

The Association is a registered 
charitable organization governed by 
a volunteer Board. It has four main 
operations: 

Keeping alumni informed about 1. 
news of Vic High and its alumni.  
Supporting alumni through 2. 
events such as reunions and 
special celebrations, and by 
enabling you to reconnect with 
each other via our website.
Helping today’s Vic High 3. 
students through scholarships 
and bursaries, and by supporting 
school activities such as sports 
and the arts. While these areas 
are often under the greatest 
financial pressure, they are vital 
to the life of the school.
Building, managing and 4. 
maintaining the remarkable Vic 

High Archives. For over 35 years 
it has provided amazing resources 
for class reunions and family 
research – all free of charge.

We use your donations to pay for 
services such as the newsletter, 
website, and Archives. We also work 
at continually building up our 
endowment funds that provide stable 
funding for scholarships and other 
support for today’s school. These 
endowments, which currently total 
over $200,000, are kept at arm’s 
length, managed by the Vancouver 
and Victoria Foundations.

We do not do any telephone 
soliciting or use any paid fundraisers, 
and we limit our requests to just two 
per year, in the spring and the fall. 

We know that the past few years 
have been difficult for many people 
and their investments. But it is at 
just such times when the “extras” 
that mean so much to school life are 
most at risk.

Please donate by using the form 
below or online at www.vichigh.
com. We send tax receipts for 
donations of $25 or more.

eMaIl addresses Please

Please ensure that we have your 
correct email address:

Go to vichigh.com and click on 1. 
Find Alumni

Select your grad year and scroll 2. 
through to find your name

If the Status column indicates 3. 
Not On File, then click on 
Change Form for Alumni under 
SubNavigation and follow the 
instructions 

If we have your email address, 4. 
there will be an “envelope” icon 
in the Status column. Click on 
the envelope, enter your postal 
code and email address, and 
select Verify Yourself. Your email 
address that is registered will be 
displayed.  

If the email address you enter 5. 
does not match the one 
registered, an error message will 
appear with instructions on what 
to do.

There is no cost for registering on 
our website, for contacting other 
Alumni through the website, or for 
receiving email copies of our 
newsletter and bulletins. Past issues 
are also available on the website. 

Name:                                                                                                        Grad year                                                 

Address:                                                                                                                                                       

Postal Code:                          Telephone Number: (       )                              Email:                                                                                                      

❏ $25   ❏ $50   ❏ $100   ❏ $250  ❏ Other $                       ________(We issue tax receipts for donations of $25 or more)

❏ Enclosed is my cheque payable to the Victoria High School Alumni Association OR 
Use your Visa or Mastercard to make your donation online at www.vichigh.com or at www.canadahelps.org

❏ I would like to make my donation in the memory of                                                                                                                                      
(Please supply name and address of the person to whom we will send a notification of your donation.) 

For the Alumni Association privacy policy, please visit our website www.vichigh.com

We would like to post the name of donors on our website. If you do not want your name included, check this box. ❏

Vic High Alumni Association • c/o Victoria High School • 1260 Grant St. • Victoria, BC V8T 1C2

donation and Mail ForM      Registered Charity #889708467RR0001

We appreciate your contributions to assist us in supporting Vic High and its students. However, even if you cannot 
contribute at this time, please use this form to update your address and email; or you can email us at alumni@vichigh.com.
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