
V i c t o r i a  H i g H  S c H o o l Alumni News
Charitable No. 88970 8467 RRSpring 2014

 InsIde
Chair's report/p2 • BlaCk and Gold dinner/p3 • prinCipal's MessaGe/p3 • arChives displays/p4 •

new arChives proGraM/p4-5 • souvenirs/p4-5 • reunions/p6 • reGistration ForM/p7

Continued on page 2…

viC hiGh 2014 CeleBration set For May 16-19 lonG weekend

Your Alumni Association has been 
working hard to prepare for the 100-
year celebration of our present Vic 
High building. It became the fourth 
building to house Vic High when 
classes began there in April 1914.

The event will celebrate the past 
100 of the school's 138-year history. 
The organizing Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Alan Lowe (VHS 
1979), is preparing a program that we 
know you will enjoy.

The fun begins Friday evening, 

May 16, with a Wine and Cheese at 
the school starting at 7 pm. Your 
registration entitles you to appys and 
your first drink, as you return to 
“good old Vic High” to reminisce and 
meet old friends, classmates and staff.

Entry is via the new Fairey Tech 
Concourse behind the Andrews (New) 
Gym. There are doors on both the 
east (Fernwood/Vining) and west 
(Gladstone/stadium) sides.

On Saturday we will return to Vic 
High at 1 pm for the official opening 

hosted by Alumni Association chair 
Dr. Barry Gough. Festivities and 
entertainment will continue in the 
Lawrie Wallace Auditorium, where 
former and current orchestra students 
will perform as they did at the “Vic 
High 125” event in 2001. Another 
highlight will be “A Day in the Life of 
Vic High,” a skit that is guaranteed to 
bring back memories. Also featured 
will be students from Vic High's 
splendid Dance program, under the 
direction of Ms. Kerry Krich. 

Vic High nearing completion, 1913-14

"Early Bird" registration extended to March 31 – see P7
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Current students will be available 
to help you tour the school. Don’t 
miss a visit to Room 303, which is 
being restored to a 1914 classroom! 

On Saturday evening is a 
nostalgic dance downtown at the 
Crystal Garden. The music will be 
provided by teacher Eric Emde's 
outstanding Vic High Rhythm & 
Blues Band – if you have not heard 
this fabulous group of current Vic 
High students, you are in for a treat!

Sunday is a free day for 
individuals or groups to schedule 
whatever activities they would like. 
(Some are listed on page 6.)

On Monday we invite you to 
enjoy Victoria's traditional Victoria 

Day parade which will feature the 
R&B band and Vic High’s electric 
truck that was converted from gas to 
battery power by students in the 
Career Prep Auto Body program.

Limited parking will be available 
at the school for the Friday night 
and Saturday afternoon festivities. 
For anyone with mobility issues, we 
remind you that there is now an 
elevator at Vic High so wheelchairs 
and walkers are easily accommodated.

The Alumni Association looks 
forward to seeing everyone May 16 
and 17. If you have not already 
registered, please fill out the form on  
page 7 and send it to us c/o the 
school.

ChaIr’s 
report
Barry Gough
VHS ’56 and 
staff 1964-65

Dear Alumni 
and Friends of 
Vic High,

We are now into one of the truly 
golden years of our school’s strong 
and vibrant history, thanks to the 
special celebrations scheduled for 
May 16-19.

Under the brilliant leadership of 
Alan Lowe and his strong team of 
volunteers, events are being planned 
that you will not want to miss. 
Please complete your registration 
form and souvenir orders early so as 
to avoid disappointment at a later 
time (see pages 5 and 7). 

You will want to come to the 
school on that weekend to see the 
fabulous displays including the 1914 
classroom that is being recreated in 
Room 303. Special thanks to the 
VHS Archives team and the 
additional volunteers who are making 
this an exceptional event. The 
Reunion Orchestra will again delight 
us. And, as they say, that’s not all . . .

Another important event is the 
first Black and Gold Dinner to 
honour distinguished Alumni (see 
opposite). We expect this to be an 
annual event because we have so 
many distinguished alumni that 
deserve to be honoured in this way. 
Tickets are limited to only 200 for 
this year’s dinner, so please order as 
soon as you can.

I am just now completing the 
research and writing for my own Vic 

High centennial project, a book 
entitled Victoria High School & 
Flanders Fields: War & Remembrance. 
It is to be published in time for this 
year’s Remembrance Day assembly 
at the school. If you have any 
treasures or mementoes of someone 
connected with Vic High who was 
involved in the First World War, 
please bring these to my attention 
soon – you can contact me c/o the 
Vic High Archives, archives@
vichigh.com or leave a voice message 
at 250-388-5456.

Please join me in making this year 
one of the most memorable in our 
history. My sincere thanks go to all 
who are making this 100th year of 
our beloved VHS building one to be 
remembered.

Come Give a Cheer!

2

Monday June 2, 2014, 5:15 pM
viC hiGh staFF rooM
everyone welCoMe

from page 1… eMail addresses please

Please ensure that we have your 
correct email address:

Go to vichigh.com and click on 1. 
Find Alumni

Select your grad year and scroll 2. 
through to find your name

If the Status column indicates Not 3. 
On File, then click on Change 
Form for Alumni under 
SubNavigation and follow the 
instructions 

If we have your email address, there 4. 
will be an “envelope” icon in the 
Status column. Click on the 
envelope, enter your postal code 
and email address, and select Verify 
Yourself. Your email address that is 
registered will be displayed.  

If the email address you enter does 5. 
not match the one registered, an 
error message will appear with 
instructions on what to do.

There is no cost for registering on 
our website, for contacting other 
Alumni through the website, or for 
receiving email copies of our 
newsletter and bulletins. Past issues are 
also available on the website. 

aluMni assoCiation annual General MeetinG
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tiCkets availaBle For 
First annual vhs 
BlaCk and Gold 
dInner
by Anne McKeachie (VHS 1968)

For the past year the Alumni 
Association has been compiling a list 
of Alumni who have achieved great 
success in various fields: sports, the 
arts, literature, history, science, 
business, media, and others. 

The list is quite remarkable – and 
the Alumni Association thought it 
vital to showcase the outstanding 
accomplishments of so many of the 
school’s grads. So we are hosting the 
first of what is expected to be an 
annual fundraising dinner to 
celebrate the accomplishments of 
four of these illustrious Alumni.

This year’s Black and Gold 
Dinner will be held on Thursday 
May 15, from 6 pm to 10 pm at the 
Wardroom at CFB Esquimalt. It will 

be a terrific lead-up to the weekend 
events for the VHS building’s 100th 
year celebrations. Tickets for the 
dinner are $100 each and the money 
raised will go toward the various 
activities your Alumni Association 
supports. (Tax receipts will be issued 
for $50 for each ticket).

The four Alumni to be recognized 
this year are:

Jim Taylor (VHS 1955), •	
nationally acclaimed humourist 
and sports writer, and member 
of BC Sports Hall of Fame;
Dr. Maria Tippett (VHS 1962), •	
leading Canadian cultural 
historian and author;

Richard Hunt (VHS 1971), an •	
acclaimed Aboriginal artist and 
member of the Order of BC, the 
Order of Canada, and the Royal 
Academy of Arts;
Jessica Monroe-Gonin (VHS •	
1984), Olympic gold and silver 
medallist for rowing in 1992 
and 1996, and a member of 
Victoria and BC Sports Halls of 
Fame. 

Seating is limited to 200 so don’t be 
disappointed – get your tickets early! 
The Ticket Order Form is on the 
VicHigh.com website, or you can 
email Anne.McKeachie@shaw.ca or 
call 250-472-1661.

Jim Taylor Richard Hunt Jessica Monroe-GoninDr. Maria Tippett

prinCipal’s 
MessaGe 
Randi Falls

In 1986, as a 
beginning teacher, 
I felt fortunate to 

be placed at Victoria High School.
We were then a grade 11-12 school 

with amazing heart. A staff with 
strong personal links to Vic High was 
integral to our school culture: Till 
Briggs, Barry Camp, Ron Blasner, 
Bernie McHugh, Fred Packford, Ed 
Wignall, Frank Sedgewick, Peter 
Denby, John Campbell, Muriel 
Fishwick, Linda Allison, Cec Nesmith, 
Donna Blackstock and many others 
held Vic High near to their hearts, 
and this honest affection was a model 
for newer staff.

Everyone coming on board knew 
about the Alumni, and energy was 
still resonating from Dr. Peter Smith 
and the 1976 centenary celebration 
of the founding of the school. 

Flash forward to 2014 and the 
100th anniversary of the present Vic 
High building. Now we are a grade 
9-12 school with a capacity of no 
more than 850 before we run out of 
classroom space.

We are still very strong in the 
visual and performing arts as well as 
trades and career training. French 
Immersion is getting stronger and 
academic programs are thriving. 
Several changes to the original 
building are apparent: some to 
conform to changes in accessibility 
and safety, some to accommodate 
new programs.

The original façade of the school, 
however, remains the same. As 
Principal, I enjoy meeting past 
students as they come by to 
reminisce, seek out old haunts, and 
find their grad photo on the third 
floor. 

Please join us for this year’s 
celebration! Our school will be 
open, students will be on hand to 
give tours, and you will enjoy their 
present-day perspective. The 
Archives volunteers keep the history 
of Vic High alive for our present 
students as well as Alumni: there 
will be many displays on site and 
Vic High will be humming with 
activity. We look forward to the  
next 100 years at Fernwood and 
Grant streets!
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by King Lee (VHS 1958)

When teacher/librarian Wendy 
Burleson came to Vic High and met 
Archives volunteer Debbie Blackie 
in the fall of 2012, she didn’t even 
know a school archives existed.

Today, Ms. Burleson oversees the 
school’s archives-based Independent 
Directed Studies (IDS) program she 
created. It is a Grades 11 and 12 
humanities course aimed generally at 
local history and specifically at Vic 
High’s connections to the First 
World War.

“It just sort of happened,” she says.
The course, which follows a 

project-based learning model, 
encompasses language arts, creative 
writing, social studies/history and, to a 
lesser degree, psychology and science.

“This is a framework for 
learning,” says Ms. Burleson, who 
noted that the course underwent 
constant changes along the way.

She wanted a maximum of three 

students in the program and went 
looking for those with some interest 
in history and writing skills and 
willing to take a risk and cope with 
change. She found three, but one 
had to withdraw because of illness.

In addition to the rich Archives 
housed within the school, Ms. 
Burleson also had her students make 
use of the Victoria City Archives 
and British Columbia Archives for 
their research.

“There was much more material 
than I expected.”

Ms. Burleson has high praise for 
the students in her program.

“I have never seen such a high 
level of engagement by the students.”

In particular, she was most 
impressed with her students’ 
willingness to edit and re-edit their 
own work.

She sees her IDS program as a 
trial process and wants to give it at 
least five years before any expansion 
or school district approach.

“At this point, it’s a project.”
Krysteena White, one of the IDS 

students (see article opposite), has 
created a blog on the project which 
can be accessed through the Victoria 
High School website.

Meanwhile, Ms. Burleson is 
thinking about starting a local 
history club at Vic High, which 
could give her a base from which she 
could draw future IDS students.

Don’t miss the special displays from 
the Vic High Archives that our 
Alumni volunteers have been 
assembling for the event in May.

These include:
Main hall, 2nd floor: major •	
display of the building under 
construction, 1912-14. Also 
included are photos of the 
opening in 1914, of architectural 
details, and of changes to the 
building over the years

Fairey Tech Concourse (north of •	
main building): about 30 display 
boards of historic photos 
arranged according to subject – 
sports, home ec, class photos, 

and many more. There are also 
additional boards in the 
Andrews (New) Gym, which is 
adjacent to the Concourse

Room 303: classroom restored •	
to 1914, when the building   
first opened.

These special displays are in 
addition to the ongoing and 
permanent displays, which include:

3rd floor hallway: photos of all •	
graduating classes – you’ll want 
to find yours!

Roper (Old) Gym balcony: •	
historic photo displays from 
previous celebrations in 1976, 
2001, and 2008

2nd floor main hall: silver •	
trophy case (additional trophies 
are kept in the school Archives, 
room 100)

2nd floor hallway: displays of •	
activities in the current school 
year, showcasing work by 
students in the Fine and 
Performing Arts.

You can visit any of these displays 
when the school is open on Friday 
May 16 from 7 pm to 10 pm, and 
on Saturday from 1 pm to 5 pm. 
The school will not be open on the 
Sunday or Monday.  

Jackets • Vests • Golf shirts • T-shirts • Ball caps • Shopping bags • Journal and pen • Golf umbrellas • Mugs • School pins

new proGraM ConneCts students with viC hiGh arChives

speCial arChives displays



5

V i c t o r i a  H i g H  S c H o o l 

Alumni News

by King Lee (VHS 1958)

When Krysteena White signed up 
for teacher/librarian Wendy 
Burleson’s Independent Directed 
Studies course, little did the Grade 
12 student know that it would turn 
into a life-changing decision.

Krysteena was already an “A” 
student in Social Studies when Ms. 
Burleson approached her about 
enrolling in the humanities course 
that would concentrate on local 
history and in particular Vic High’s 
connection to the First World War.

At first, Krysteena thought it was 
just another Social Studies class 
spent every other Tuesday morning 
in the school archives with Alumni 
volunteer Debbie Blackie. But she 
became so engrossed in the project 
that eventually the semi-monthly 
visit became a weekly one. 

The 17-year-old soon became 
interested in the lives of the World 
War I veterans she was researching. 
The initial encounter was looking 
into the life of Arthur Yates, a 
Rhodes Scholar who went on to be a 
teacher at Vic High. He also 
coached rugby and debating.

“It’s more interesting to learn 

about the person (rather than the 
process),” Krysteena says.

Her favourite research subject was 
WWI veteran Harry Cross, who also 
became a teacher. Krysteena found 
him so interesting that she 
approached a Social Studies teacher 
to suggest that a Vic High classroom 
be named for Cross.

When that idea proved to be 
unworkable, principal Randi Falls 
suggested that a row of seats in the 
Lawrie Wallace Auditorium could be 
dedicated to WWI veterans as part 
of the Vic High Alumni 
Association’s seat plaque project.

The new plaques were installed in 
time for the school’s Remembrance 
Day assembly in November 2013 

when they were unveiled to students 
and guests, including the grandson 
of one of the nine honourees.

Krysteena, who came to Vic High 
in 2010 from Central Middle 
School, said choosing the veterans to 
be honoured was a difficult process 
but she made sure that at least one 
of them was a prisoner of war and 
another was a teacher. She credited 
Debbie Blackie with suggesting that 
one of the plaques should honour a 
WWI nurse.

Debbie and Krysteena became 
more than just volunteer and 
student working together on the 
Great War project. They became 
friends to the point of exchanging 
Christmas presents.

After the veterans’ seat project  
was completed, Krysteena made up 
her mind: she wanted to become   
an archivist.

The financially-draining 
requirements will include four years 
of university to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in history, then attending the 
University of British Columbia for a 
four-year master’s degree in archival 
studies.

Krysteena says that her ideal job 
would be in a war archives.

COME BACK AND 
GIVE A CHEER….IN STYLE!

Vic High apparel and souvenirs are ready and 
waiting for you!

Pre-orders start March 15 for pick-up during the May celebration. 
Visit our website at www.vichigh.com for details. 

(Click on Support Us, then VHS Wear and Souvenirs.) Then print 
the order form, fill it in, and mail it to us with your cheque.

We will also have a sales table at all the events on the May 16-19 
weekend. These are not only wonderful mementoes, but also a 

great way to support your Alumni Association!

Jackets • Vests • Golf shirts • T-shirts • Ball caps • Shopping bags • Journal and pen • Golf umbrellas • Mugs • School pins

Krysteena White and Wendy Burleson

arChives proJeCt provides new Goal For viC hiGh student
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reunions in 2014
For further details and breaking news, 
please visit www.vichigh.com and click 
on Reunions.

Class of ’59 – 55 Year Reunion
Sunday May 18, 2014
At Gorge Vale Golf Club, from 12 noon 
to 4 pm. Contact Sue Thompson at 
250-595-5050 or email suepvic@shaw.ca

Class of ’64 – 50 Year Reunion
Sunday May 18, 2014
Lunch and conversation at 11:30 am at 
the Union Club of BC, 805 Gordon 
Street, Victoria. The registration form 
for our reunion can be found at http://
helen.islandnet.com/ If you wish to pay 
via PayPal go to http://goto-hwl.com/
VicHighLuncheon.html

For further information, please 
contact Helen Kelley Edwards at 
heritagelady@gmail.com or via phone 
at 250-686-0788. Details are also 
available on our Facebook Page at 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/131963640329835/ or just 
search for “Vic High School Class of 
1964 – Victoria, BC, Canada.”

Class of ’68 – Black and Gold 
Party
Sunday May 18, 2014
As part of the weekend celebration, Jim 
and Cathy (Pearson) Crawford have 
offered to host a Class of ’68 party. 
Happy Hour is 4-6 pm – BYOB and a 
small appetizer to share – followed by a 
light dinner. In March we will ask you 
to RSVP so we can finalize plans. There 
will be a small registration fee to cover 
the cost of dinner and incidentals. If 
you can help, donate, entertain or have 
questions about this event, contact us 
at vichigh68@gmail.com

Class of ’74 – 40 Year Reunion
September 19 and 20, 2014.
Friday, September 19 – Meet and Greet 
Grads only; Vic High school tour, 6 pm 
to 7 pm (no cost).

Saturday, September 20 – Dinner 
and Dance at Royal Colwood Golf 
Club, 629 Goldstream Ave, 5:30 pm to 
midnight; cost $65 per person 
including gratuity and GST (tickets in 
advance only); cash bar.

Register before May 1, 2014 by 
emailing Lori Ann Locken lahappy@
shaw.ca with your name, which events 
you are attending, and if you are 
bringing a guest to the dinner and 
dance. Your cheque must be mailed by 
June 1, 2014 to Lori Ann Locken, 684 
Marlisa Place, Victoria BC, V9B 4Y8.

If you have questions, comments, or 
information on other classmates please 
send them to lahappy@shaw.ca or call 
250-474-4732. Please help spread the 
word to classmates.  If you would like 
to volunteer, a little or a lot, we’d love 
to hear from you.

Class of ’94 – 20 Year Reunion
June 20 and 21, 2014
Registration forms will be available soon. 
Please email Samantha Robbins for 
details, sammygirl1976@hotmail.com

reunions in 2015
Class of ’65 – 50 Year Reunion
Plans are in progress, and more 
information will be added to www.
vichigh.com as it becomes available. We 
also have a Facebook group: search 
“Victoria High School (Vic High) 1965 
– Victoria, BC”. Or contact Freida 
(Gilstein) Eriksen norway70@shaw.ca; 
for other contacts, see the 2015 
Reunions page at www.vichigh.com

onGoinG reunions
The classes of 1948, 1955, and 
1972 have gatherings each year. For 
details, please visit www.vichigh.com – 
click on Reunions, then Ongoing 
Reunions.

how GeorGe BeCaMe 
“porky”
The mystery of how legendary Vic 
High teacher and basketball coach 
George Andrews got the nickname 
Porky was solved at the recent 
reunion of the 1968-1969 B.C. 
champion Victoria High Totems.

Andrews’ widow, Marion, 
attended at the Fernwood Inn where 
team members and guests went for 
refreshments after a photo session at 
Vic High.

One team member asked her 
how their coach became known as 
Porky, probably because he was 
anything but during his teaching 
career.

Mrs. Andrews told the 
gathering that her late husband 
was given the nickname by a 
seven-year-old classmate at George 
Jay Elementary School, and it 
stuck for life.

She said it was because Andrews 
was chubby as a child, adding that 
his mother fed him well. 

It was a nickname Vic High 
students were forbidden to use in 
his presence!

Don’t forget to visit 

www.vichigh.com
Our website contains 

information about the school, 
the Board of Directors, 
reunions, copies of the 

newsletter, archival pictures and 
much more. It is a great tool for 
helping alumni to keep in touch 
with Vic High and each other.
And you can now follow us on 

Facebook: just go to www.
vichigh.com and click on the 

Facebook link.
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Grad & Staff information
Surname, First Name                                                                         Surname at Vic High                                        

Grad Year and/or Years on Staff: 

 19           20           (or year you would have graduated) AND/OR On Staff from                         to                         

Phone Numbers: Home: (         )                                                         Cell: (         )                                                        

Email Address:                                                                  

Mailing Address:                                                                                     City                                                                                      

Prov/State                                                                Country                                                                               

Postal/Zip Code                                                                         

Guest information
Surname, First Name                                                                                                                                                     

Attended Vic High? Yes - Grad year 19                 20                No – if no, skip next question.

Surname at Vic High                                                                                                                                                      

Events – Included in Registration Fee (except where marked*)
Friday May 16, 7 pm – 10 pm: VHS Open House/Wine & Cheese (1 Drink Ticket included), 1914/2014 Classroom 
Project, Archive Displays, Viewing of Vic High’s new Fairey Tech facility. 

Do you plan to attend Friday night? No q    Yes q Number attending:                                

Saturday May 17, 1 pm – 5 pm: VHS Open House - Official Ceremonies, Entertainment in the Lawrie Wallace 
Auditorium, Musical Performances by Students & Alumni throughout the Building, 1914/2014 Classroom Project. 

Do you plan to attend Saturday daytime activities?  No q    Yes q  Number attending:                                      

      *Dance 7 pm – 11 pm: Crystal Garden with Vic High’s Celebrated R & B Band! $25/30 per person; cash bar. 
Sunday May 18: Day set aside for Grad Classes to organize their own reunions. (Vic High Building will be closed.) 
Monday May 19: "Come give a cheer for Victoria High" and watch our entry in the Victoria Day Parade!

REGISTRATION FEE: Early Bird to March 31: $25 x                                                       person(s)=$                          

REGISTRATION FEE: Regular April 1 or later: $30 x                                                        person(s)=$                         

*SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE TICKET(S): Early Bird to March 31: $25 x                         person(s)=$                         

*SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE TICKET(S): Regular April 1 or later: $30 x                         person(s)=$                         

                                            TOTAL $                       

Mail this form with your cheque or money order payable to:
Vic High Alumni Association,

c/o Victoria High School, 1260 Grant St,
Victoria, BC V8T 1C2    ATTN: Vic High 100 Registrar

You will be notified by email (or mail) that your registration has been received.
The Vic High Alumni Association and its 100-Year Building Anniversary Committee thank you for your support of 

this event. All funds raised in excess of expenses will go to the Scholarship Endowment Fund and the revitalization of 
the bleachers and field at Vic High’s Memorial Stadium.  

For further information, please see http://vichigh.com or contact Margaret Goodwin, 
Registrar: vichighregistrar@shaw.ca - Tel: 250-920-3622 (Victoria).

viC hiGh BuildinG’s 100th anniversary CeleBration May 16 – 19, 2014
reGistration ForM 
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