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The Victoria High School Alumni 
Association is hosting its third Black 
and Gold Dinner on Saturday June 
2 at the CFB Esquimalt Wardroom, 
following very successful events in 
2014 and 2016.

The event recognizes a select 
number of Vic High Alumni who 
have achieved great things in the 
world at large. This year, chair Anne 
McKeachie and her committee have 
chosen an eclectic group of five 
honourees ranging from a chronicler 
of heavy-metal music to a world-
renowned textile artist.

The former is Sam Dunn (VHS 
1992), who co-founded a Toronto-
based film and television production 
company called Banger Films. His 
works include documentaries on 
Iron Maiden, Alice Cooper, and 
Rush, and he co-produced the 
acclaimed television documentary 
Long Time Running (2017), about 
the final tour of the late Gord 
Downie and The Tragically Hip.

The latter is Carole Sabiston 
(VHS 1957), who started off as a 
painter but quickly found her niche 
as a textile artist. Her works can be 
seen hanging in many places in 
North America as well as locally at 
Christ Church Cathedral and 
Victoria City Hall, to name just 
two. She has received an honorary 
doctorate from the University of 

Victoria and is a 
member of the Order of 
British Columbia.

Others to be feted are 
Dr. Wallace Chung 
(VHS 1945), a 
renowned medical 
researcher and former director of 
surgery at the University of British 
Columbia; David Anderson (VHS 
1955), Olympic silver-medalist 
rower and former federal cabinet 
minister; and author David Day 
(VHS 1966), acknowledged as a 
world expert on J.R.R. Tolkien and 
author of the recent Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland Decoded 
(2015).

The 2018 inductees join a 
growing pantheon of some of Vic 
High’s most illustrious Alumni. The 
inaugural Black and Gold Dinner in 
2014 honoured Jim Taylor (VHS 
1955), award-winning sports 

humorist and columnist; Dr. Maria 
Tippett (VHS 1962), leading 
Canadian cultural historian; Richard 
Hunt (VHS 1971), acclaimed native 
artist; and rower Jessica Monroe-
Gonin (VHS 1984), who won gold 
and silver medals at the 1992 and 
1996 Summer Olympics in 
Barcelona and Atlanta, respectively.

fIve grads to Be honoured at 
2018 Black and gold dInner

Continued on page 2
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PrIncIPal’s 
Message 
Aaron Parker

2017 was a 
fantastic year for 
Vic High. Along 

with our well regarded Visual and 
Performing Arts programs, we built 
on our academic offerings by 
introducing the first Astronomy 
program in the school district. We 
have experienced an unprecedented 
resurgence in athletics with three 
city championships in the 2017 
calendar year, and Vic High 
continues to lead the region in 
environmental stewardship as our 
school garden and eco hub have set 
a new benchmark for secondary 
schools in the province.

2017 was also the first year in 
decades that Vic High reached 
capacity in student enrollment. The 

incoming Grade 9 class, who will be 
Vic High grads of 2021, was almost 
50 students larger than our typical 
incoming cohort. Our projections 
indicate that this growth will 
continue for the next decade. With 
new class-size restrictions, our iconic 
building houses 850 keen learners. 
Trying to accommodate all the 
students that want to learn at Vic 
High is a welcome challenge.

While many of our new families 
register their children at Vic High 
because of our proud and inclusive 
culture, they soon discover that we 
offer a wealth of learning 
opportunities too. Many of our 
programs are a direct result of the 
dedication of our staff and the 
support of our community. 

Contributions from Vic High 
Alumni are making a difference in 
the lives of our students, as many 
have been enabled to pursue their 

passions due to Alumni support. 
This includes our Grade 11 rower 
getting to compete at the national 
championships in Ontario, our 
Loren Scholarship finalist 
spearheading the food sustainability 
program, and our first class of 
students observing and studying the 
universe from the fields of Vic High 
– demonstrating that, with your 
continued support, “the sky’s the 
limit” for our kids. With support 
like this, the next generation of Vic 
High graduates will exceed these 
lofty expectations.            

The 2016 inductees included a very 
popular choice in Tommy Mayne 
(VHS 1935), a beloved Vic High 
teacher for more than three decades 
and, in retirement, a widely hailed 
philanthropist in the arts; Dr. Norma 
Mickelson (VHS 1944), a revered 
educator who became the first woman 
Chancellor of the University of 
Victoria; Dr. A.J. Stewart Smith (VHS 

1955), internationally known particle 
physicist; and Hans de Goede (VHS 
1971), who became an All-World 
rugby player.

Dr. Smith, formerly a dean of 
physics at Princeton University, has 
indicated that he will again make 
the trip from New Jersey to attend 
the June 2 dinner and support the 
induction of his 1955 classmate 

David Anderson. Another former 
classmate, Jim Taylor, is also 
expected to attend.

Completing the list of 2016 
inductees were three famous Alumni 
honoured posthumously: artist 
Emily Carr and multi-sport athletes 
Doug and “Torchy” Peden, brothers 
who both competed for Canada in 
the Olympic Games.

Monday June 4, 2018, 
5:15 PM

vIc hIgh staff rooM
everyone welcoMe

aluMnI assocIatIon 
annual general 

MeetIng

Continued from page 1

Tickets for the 2018 Black and Gold Dinner are $125 
each (tax receipts issued for a portion). Group rates are 
available for tables of 8 or 10. 

For further details, see the ticket order form posted  
at www.vichigh.com, or contact Anne McKeachie at   
250-472-1661, 250-920-9208, or Anne.McKeachie@
outlook.com.

This year’s Black and Gold Dinner is limited to only 
180 guests. Don’t be disappointed – the 2016 edition was 
sold out, so get your tickets early!



3

V I C T O R I A  H I G H  S C H O O L 

Alumni News
chaIr’s rePort
Ken Gower
VHS 1968

Hello to all 
Alumni and 
Friends,

I feel full of 
anticipation at 
this time: the 
Alumni 

Association’s Black and Gold dinner 
and my own class’s 50th anniversary 
reunion are close at hand. These are 
just two examples of how having 
attended Vic High continues to 
enrich my life – particularly through 
renewed friendships, shared activities, 
and the opportunity to give back a 
little of what VHS has given to me.

I imagine that, if you are reading 
this newsletter, Vic High continues to 
hold a place in your heart too. I ask 
you to stay engaged with your Alumni 
community by attending reunions and 
special events, and by continuing to 
financially support the good and 
important work of your Association. A 
sincere thank-you to all who have 
given so generously in the past and 
who may continue to do so into the 
future.

You can further assist your 
Association by ensuring your home 

and email addresses are up-to-date 
in the VHS Alumni website data 
base – see p. 7 for instructions on 
how to check this.

Here are some items that the 
Association has been working on in 
the past year:
1. Successfully revising the 

Association’s constitution and 
by-laws to conform with the 
province’s new Societies Act and 
filing them with the Province 
before the required deadline

2. Passage of several amendments to 
clauses within the by-laws 

3. Successfully reaching our 
fundraising target of $250,000 for 
phase 1 of the Stadium 
Revitalization project, and 
continuing to consult with 
officials of the Province and the 
School District on how to move 
this project forward 

4. Rededication of the VHS Leader 
Cup in the name of former VHS 
student, teacher, and vice-
principal Reg Reid. We have also 
begun fundraising to increase the 
scholarship value of the award 
(see p. 5)

5. Timely updates to our website 
vichigh.com to keep you informed

6. Organization of the third biennial 
Black and Gold Dinner to be 

held on Saturday June 2, 2018 
(see p. 1)

7. Agreement to partner with the 
Union Club of Victoria to share 
in the organization and proceeds 
of a golf tournament to be held in 
September (see p. 6). 
Last year at this time, I 

mentioned the likelihood that Vic 
High would potentially receive 
funding under the Province’s seismic 
upgrading program. At our Board 
meeting in March, Keith McCallion, 
Ian McKinnon, Roger Skillings, 
Barry Gough and King Lee agreed 
to represent the Association’s 
interests to the School District and 
Province. Public consultation 
meetings have been held while this 
newsletter was going to press (see p. 
4). The implications for Vic High’s 
iconic building will be an important 
topic to many of you. We will post 
updates on our website, and send 
you occasional email messages, as 
the process plays out. 

In closing I want to express 
appreciation to my valued Board and 
other Alumni who attend our monthly 
meetings. Their broad expertise, diverse 
points of view, and service to Alumni 
are priceless. My thanks go out to each 
and every one of you. 

Come Give a Cheer! 

new Book cluB focuses 
on aluMnI authors

The Harry Smith Library at Vic High 
holds an impressive collection of 
books written by the school’s 
Alumni. For the past three years, 
these books have been housed in an 
antique bookcase purchased by the 
Alumni Association to display them 
(see Alumni News, Spring 2015, p. 4).

Recently, teacher-librarian Wendy 
Burleson has created a virtual library 
for the Vic High Alumni Authors 

Collection at www.goodreads.com, 
enabling Alumni to connect with the 
books and each other through an 
online book club. Visit https://
vichighlibrary.sd61.bc.ca/inquiry-hub/
vh-authors-library/ for information 
and instructions on how to join.

Readers who join the Vic High 
Alumni Authors book club will be 
able to see the full collection of 
titles, create discussion threads, and 
invite other people to join. 

Moreover, as titles are added to 
the collection, members will be 

notified of the additions. Goodreads.
com is a reputable and safe website 
that provides an ideal way to 
showcase the pride we share in our 
Alumni authors and to see the 
breadth of the collection.

To recommend books that should 
be added to the Alumni Authors 
collection. please email Wendy 
Burleson at wburleson@sd61.bc.ca.

 Or perhaps you are an author 
yourself – if so, please consider 
donating copies of your books to 
this growing collection!
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oPtIons looM for vIc 
hIgh’s seIsMIc 
uPgrade

On March 15, the Greater Victoria 
School District announced that a 
seismic upgrade for Vic High is 
imminent. The BC Seismic Ranking 
Program rates Vic High as H1 
(High 1), defined as “Most 
vulnerable structure; at highest risk of 
widespread damage or structural 
failure; not repairable after event. 
Structural and non-structural seismic 
upgrades required.” 

The provincial government is 
approving projects to structurally 
upgrade only schools that have a 
“High” risk rating (H1, H2 or H3). 
The structural upgrade work will 
also correct any non-structural 
deficiencies at these high-risk 
locations. Originally, 27 schools in 
the District were identified as high-
risk; 17 have been seismically 

upgraded, and Vic High is one of 
the remaining 10.

In its March 15 announcement, 
the District identified three 
possibilities for Vic High’s upgrade:
(1) Upgrade structure seismically, 

along with upgraded building 
systems, estimated at $60-70 
million

(2) Retain the exterior and rebuild 
the interior, estimated at $100-
110 million 

(3) Demolish the old school and 
build a new one, estimated at 
$50-60 million. 

Enrollment capacity for options 1 
and 2 would remain at its present 

850 students, while option 3 would 
expand the capacity to 1000 students.

The District also announced that 
they would be holding at least two 
open houses at Vic High in April, for 
the purpose of public consultation. 
Public input will be compiled and 
presented to the School Board in 
May, with staff recommendations 
coming forward in June for a possible 
Board decision.

As this newsletter approaches 
publication, the Vic High Alumni 
Association has not taken a position 
supporting one or another of these 
options. We have, however, 
communicated with all Alumni for 
whom we have an email address. 
(Do we have yours? See p. 7.)

In this communication, we 
emphasized that we want the 
decision to be made in a way that 
respects and honours the importance 
and heritage of Vic High while 
ensuring that the best opportunities 

The school’s exterior nears completion, c. 1913.  Above: architectural cross-section of the new building.
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leader cuP 
rededIcated In 
honour of reg reId

One of Vic High’s most important 
annual awards is the Leader Cup, 
established in 1927/28. It recognizes 
a student combining outstanding 
qualities of leadership with high 
academic achievement and 
participation in athletics. 

The Alumni Association’s board 
recently voted unanimously to 
endorse the school’s decision to 
rededicate this award to Reg Reid, 
who died in April 2017 at age 92. 
Mr. Reid was the Valedictorian of 
his class (VHS 1943), and later 
returned to the school as a teacher 
(1957-63) and Vice Principal (1967-
77). Besides his much-admired 
service to the school, Reg Reid was a 
tireless supporter of important 
causes in the broader community. 
He was a leader and volunteer in 
such organizations as the United 
Way and Operation Trackshoes, and 
a driving force in the creation of the 
Kiwanis Pavilion long-term care 
facility. A perennial organizer and 
volunteer in high school and 
university basketball events, Reg was 
an avid promoter of all aspects of 
education, encouraging students to 
become well-rounded citizens.

 At the same time, the Alumni 
Association wants to raise the stature 
of the Leader Cup by increasing the 
value of the scholarship that goes 
with it, which is currently only 
$250. We have already received 
more than $8000 (most of it 
through generous donations from 
Mr. Reid’s family and from the Class 
of 1977) toward this aim. Our goal 
is to raise a total of $25,000 which 
would generate an annual 
scholarship of $1000. 

 Please consider contributing to 
this worthy goal, along with your 
regular contributions to the Alumni 
Association. This is your 
opportunity to make a difference 
and to positively impact the future 
of a Vic High student who 
exemplifies similar leadership 
attributes to Reg Reid.

 You can make a donation through 
www.vichigh.com (click on Support 
Us) or by mailing the Donation 
Form on p.7. Please make your 
cheque payable to the Vic High 
Alumni Association, and enter 
“Leader Cup” on the memo line. The 
Alumni Association is a registered 
charity and issues tax receipts for any 
donation of $25 or more.

Don’t forget to visit 

www.vichigh.com

Our website contains 
information about the school, 

the Board of Directors, 
reunions, back issues of the 

newsletter, archival pictures and 
much more. It is a great tool for 
helping alumni to keep in touch 
with Vic High and each other.

are afforded to Vic High students 
today and into the future. We are 
also committed to making Alumni 
aware of what is being suggested, 
and to assisting the District in 
facilitating Alumni involvement in 
any public consultations.

We have heard some divergent 
views already from Alumni 
responding to our email 
communication. We encourage all 
Alumni to express their own views 
on this matter, especially to School 
Board staff or trustees.

For further information regarding 
the unfolding story, go to www.
vichigh.com and click on Breaking 
News in the right-hand column. We 
will add more information and 
links as they become available.

Another important source of 
information is the School District’s 
website: go to https://www.sd61.
bc.ca/ and click on Vic High: 
Planning for the Future.

The new school’s main hall and 
auditorium, 1914.
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reunIons In 2018
More details of all these events 
are posted at www.vichigh.com – 
click on the Reunions tab.

Class of 1956 – 62 year reunion
Wednesday May 30, University Club 
at UVic, 11:30 am -- 3 pm
Buffet lunch, cash bar. Guests 
welcome. $50 per person.
Contact: John Lancaster, lancaster.
john@outlook.com
Payment due by end of April. Please 
also register your email address on the 
VHS Alumni website, vichigh.com.

Class of 1968 – 50 year reunion
Friday and Saturday, June 8 and 9. 
Partners and spouses welcome. $90 
per person
Friday – Vic High Auditorium, 

1 pm. Grads-only “Meet and Greet” 
followed by a tour of the school 
including archives, gym, and attic. 
Then a no-host Happy Hour at the 
Fernwood Inn.
Saturday – Victoria Golf Club. 
Welcome drinks at 5 pm followed 
by buffet dinner and live 
entertainment. And, of course, lots 
of dancing and catching up with old 
friends.
Contact us at vichigh68@gmail.com 
– for updates, check our website at 
(https://vichigh68.wordpress.com/) 
and our Facebook page (search Vic 
High Class of 1968).

Class of 1978 – 40 year reunion
Saturday July 21, 6:30 p.m., Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club
$40 per person includes selection of 
hot and cold appetizers, outdoor 

patio, no-host bar
Registration payment by June 21 to 
Kathy Wardell cprclaims@aol.com or 
Tony Poniedzielnik (tonyp@telus.net)
Classmates only please. Spread the 
word. Free overnight parking. Please 
don’t drink and drive!

future reunIons
Class of 1971 – 50 year reunion 
in 2021
To be a volunteer, join the 
organizing committee, or get further 
information, please contact Elaine 
Ellinger at ekell@shaw.ca or phone 
250-642-4010.

VHS Archives 
Open 9 am to 12 noon, on all 

Tuesdays that school is in 
session.

Alumni Golf 
Tourney in 
SepTember

The Vic High Alumni Association 
is pleased to partner with 
Victoria’s Union Club for the 
2018 UC Open Golf Tournament 
on Monday September 24 at 
Gorge Vale Golf Club. A portion 
of the funds raised will come 
back to the Alumni Association 
and go toward our Stadium 
Revitalization project.

It’s a fun tournament 
(scramble format, so you don’t 
have to be a Brooke Henderson 
or a Tiger Woods!) The $150 
entry fee includes golf, power 
cart, prizes, and a buffet dinner 
back at the Union Club.

Put a group together, or come 
on your own and be added to a 
group. Tournament Director 
Gary Kirk (VHS 1968) can be 
reached at dgkirk@telus.net.

TAleS from 
The ATTic

While doing research on 
her grandfather's history 
during World War I, 
Stephanie Ann Warner 
came across evidence in 
the Vic High Archives 
about Shakespeare plays 
produced during the war. 

Ms. Warner’s research 
is summarized in “The 
Play’s the Thing: Victoria High School Performs Shakespeare during 
WWI,” recently posted to our website. This piece is lavishly illustrated 
with photos from the Vic High Archives: go to www.vichigh.com and 
click on Archives, then Tales from the Attic.

Over the past five years, our Archives volunteers have created some 
two dozen articles here. The variety is dizzying – from a history of 
soccer at the school, to unique and mysterious artifacts received, to a 
video tour of the Attic itself. Spend some time on this site, and you’re 
sure to find something fascinating to you. 

Special kudos to Barrie Moen (VHS 1969) who is responsible for 
half of these pieces!

Vic High students in a scene from Julius Caesar,  
March 1916
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Please suPPort your 
aluMnI assocIatIon

The ongoing work of the Vic High 
Alumni Association is very dependent 
on your annual donations. Without 
this support, it would not be possible 
to maintain Alumni services such as 
the website and this newsletter. 

The Association is a registered 
charitable organization governed by 
a volunteer Board. It has four main 
operations: 
1. Keeping alumni informed about 

news of Vic High and its alumni.  
2. Supporting alumni through 

events such as reunions and 
special celebrations, and by 
enabling you to reconnect with 
each other via our website.

3. Helping today’s Vic High 
students through scholarships and 
bursaries, and by supporting 
school activities such as sports 
and the arts. While these areas are 
often under the greatest financial 
pressure, they are vital to the life 
of the school.

4. Building, managing and 
maintaining the remarkable Vic 

High Archives. For over 35 years it 
has provided amazing resources for 
class reunions and family research 
– all free of charge.
We use your donations to pay for 

services such as the newsletter, 
website, and Archives. We also work 
at continually building up our 
endowment funds that provide stable 
funding for scholarships and other 
support for today’s school. These 
endowments, which currently total 
over $200,000, are kept at arm’s 
length, managed by the Vancouver 
and Victoria Foundations.

We do not do any telephone 
soliciting or use any paid fundraisers, 
and we limit our requests to just two 
per year, in the spring and the fall. 

We know that the past few years 
have been difficult for many people 
and their investments. But it is at 
just such times when the “extras” 
that mean so much to school life are 
most at risk.

Please donate by using the form 
below or online at www.vichigh.
com. We send tax receipts for 
donations of $25 or more.

eMaIl addresses Please

Please ensure that we have your 
correct email address:

1. Go to vichigh.com and click on 
Find Alumni

2. Select your grad year and scroll 
through to find your name

3. If the Status column indicates 
Not On File, then click on 
Change Form for Alumni under 
SubNavigation and follow the 
instructions 

4. If we have your email address, 
there will be an “envelope” icon 
in the Status column. Click on 
the envelope, enter your postal 
code and email address, and 
select Verify Yourself. Your email 
address that is registered will be 
displayed.  

5. If the email address you enter 
does not match the one 
registered, an error message will 
appear with instructions on what 
to do.

There is no cost for registering on 
our website, for contacting other 
Alumni through the website, or for 
receiving email copies of our 
newsletter and bulletins. Past issues 
are also available on the website. 

Name:                                                                                                        Grad year                                                 

Address:                                                                                                                                                       

Postal Code:                          Telephone Number: (       )                              Email:                                                                                                      

❏ $25   ❏ $50   ❏ $100   ❏ $250  ❏ Other $                       ________(We issue tax receipts for donations of $25 or more)

❏ Enclosed is my cheque payable to the Victoria High School Alumni Association OR 
Use your Visa or Mastercard to make your donation online at www.vichigh.com or at www.canadahelps.org

❏ I would like to make my donation in the memory of                                                                                                                                      
(Please supply name and address of the person to whom we will send a notification of your donation.) 

For the Alumni Association privacy policy, please visit our website www.vichigh.com

We would like to post the name of donors on our website. If you do not want your name included, check this box. ❏

Vic High Alumni Association • c/o Victoria High School • 1260 Grant St. • Victoria, BC V8T 1C2

donatIon and MaIl forM      Registered Charity #889708467RR0001

We appreciate your contributions to assist us in supporting Vic High and its students. However, even if you cannot 
contribute at this time, please use this form to update your address and email; or you can email us at alumni@vichigh.com.
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