Alumni News
V i c t o r i a

H i g h

S c h o o l

Charitable No. 88970 8467 RR

Spring 2013

New Music
Scholarship Honours
Dorothy Evans

Architect's rendering of the new high school, c. 1911

Come Give a Cheer as
Vic High’s Building Turns 100!
The majestic Vic High building turns
100 years old in 2014, and we’re
going to have a big party!
On the long weekend in May
2014, the school and its Alumni
Association will host the biggest
reunion event since “Vic High 125”
in 2001. So mark your calendars and
plan to spend next year’s Victoria Day
weekend (May 16-19, 2014)
celebrating with other alumni.
Preliminary plans include a wineand-cheese at the school on Friday
night, an open house and
entertainment on Saturday afternoon,
and a dance at the Crystal Garden on
Saturday night. We will also be
represented in the city’s popular
Victoria Day Parade on the holiday
Monday.
Individual grad classes are
encouraged to plan their own
“satellite” events on the same weekend
to add value to their own reunions –

we have left the Sunday open for that
purpose.
Details on registration and
scheduling will be distributed
primarily by email. So please make
sure we have your current email
address – see p. 7 for instructions on
how to verify your email address in
our database.
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The Alumni Association is pleased to
announce a new music scholarship to
honour the legendary teacher Dorothy
(Hopgood) Evans. Mrs Evans taught
music at Vic High from 1950 to 1963.
In that period, she also created the
Greater Victoria Schools Symphony
Orchestra (GVSSO), which set a new
standard for youth orchestras at the time.
Many young musicians were
inspired by Mrs Evans. Some went on
to long professional careers; perhaps
more importantly, many others
discovered the musicians in
themselves, and went on to enrich
their families and their communities
with their musical talents.
Funding for the new scholarship has
been spearheaded by a small group of
GVSSO grads led by Don Kissinger
(VHS ’59). Working quietly behind
the scenes, these alumni have already
raised $6500 on the way to their
$20,000 goal. Now they are “going
public” with their campaign, and
encourage you to add your donation.
All donations should be made payable
to the Vic High Alumni Association,
which has established a restricted fund for
this purpose. To ensure your money is
earmarked for this scholarship, specify
“Dorothy Evans Fund” on your cheque
or in your Canada Helps online
contribution. (See Donation Form, p. 7.)
A public announcement of the
scholarship will be made on Saturday
Continued on page 2…
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May 17, 2014, when Mrs Evans will
conduct her former students in a
GVSSO reunion concert during the
celebrations for the 100th
anniversary of the Vic High
building. We hope many of you will
attend, either on the stage or in the
audience. More details will be
distributed by email, so please be

Chair’s
Report
Barry Gough
VHS ’56 and
staff 1964-65

On the first
Monday of
each month that Vic High is in
session, the Board of our Alumni
Association gathers in the school’s
staff room. It is a miniature memory
palace. Paintings and drawings of
the school decorate the walls.
There’s a great glass-fronted cabinet
that houses plaques, photos and
sports trophies of past triumphs on
our athletic fields of dreams.
We gather around three large
tables that are configured to enable
an easy flow of communication.
Every seat is occupied and much
animated discussion follows as we
work through a full agenda. After an
hour and a half, business is
complete. As we leave, we take into
the night with us a warmth of
friendship that is hard to explain,
but I think Fred Packford had it
right when he said: “We are all
family.” Indeed we are – VHS kin,
and proud of it. The teamwork is
exceptional.
A number of important initiatives
have been made in the past year.
There are two that you need to
know about, not least because they

sure that Don Kissinger has your
email address.
As Don puts it, “students of
Dorothy Evans have worked and
promoted music throughout the
world. Our donations can give a gift
to a current student and honour her
legacy.” Please direct any enquiries
about the concert or the scholarship

to Don at donkissinger@shaw.ca or
250-514-8916.
For an outline of Mrs Evans’
achievements as a teacher, read the
feature article “Mrs Evans Takes the
Baton” on the Alumni website – go
to www.vichigh.com and click on
News, then Bulletins.

are newsworthy items that will get
considerable public attention and
will be significant in our school’s
remarkable history.
The first of these is “The VHS
Great War Project.” This grew out
of the Memorial Trees rededication
events of 2011. From the tragedy of
losing the original 1917 trees, we
have moved forward to the planting
of new trees, with the active
involvement of staff and particularly
students in the memorial service.
Subsequently, the Board of the
Alumni Association agreed to my
request to support the VHS Great
War Project. We are developing a
website that will contain items
dealing with the records and letters
of service personnel connected to
the School and the war effort, 19141918. In addition, I am writing a
book, entitled Victoria High School
and Flanders Fields: War and
Remembrance, to be published in late
2014. The importance of this will be
understood when we recall that over
500 VHS staff and students were
involved in that war. Our war
memorials and Archives will be
better known because of this
initiative. At the invitation of
Canada’s History Society, I launched
the project nationally in December
2012 at a conference at the
Canadian War Museum in Ottawa.
The story of our work is gaining
attention far beyond our

community. It will attract a great
deal of attention in the run-up to
Vimy Ridge’s centenary in 2017 and
afterwards.
The second initiative of the Board
is the striking of a strong committee
headed by Alan Lowe (VHS ’79),
who has also served as Prime
Minister of the Student Parliament
and Mayor of the City of Victoria,
to celebrate the centenary of the
opening of the present school
building. Many events are planned
for the glorious weekend of May 16
-19, 2014. Please set aside these
dates, and do try to attend. If other
major reunions are anything to go
by, this one will be an extravaganza
not to be missed.
The first public duty of our new
Lieutenant Governor, the
Honourable Judith Guichon, OBC,
was to attend the school’s annual
Remembrance Day event in the
Lawrie Wallace Auditorium. She
wrote to me afterwards: “I had a
great time on Remembrance Day at
Victoria High School and am so
pleased for the performance that
both honoured our veterans and
brought awareness of the many
benefits we now have due to their
sacrifices.”
Your continued support for VHS
Alumni Association is greatly
appreciated.
Come give a cheer!
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Principal’s
Message
Randi Falls

The 2011-12
school year
finished with our
students performing exceptionally
well in their competitions for
scholarships. Our 2012 grad class
earned more than $156,000 toward
their post-secondary studies. Our
thanks go to the Alumni Association
for providing a variety of
scholarships that help our students
pursue their strengths and passions.
Vic High alumni will understand
the impact our Remembrance Day
assemblies have on the staff and
students. This year we welcomed
BC’s new Lieutenant Governor, Her
Honour Judith Guichon, as our
main speaker. This was her first
official engagement, and it was
clearly a special one for both the
school and Her Honour. A tour and
a visit with a number of Alumni
rounded out her morning at our
school.
Our new Fairey Technical wing is
being well used by students. Not
only are its classes fully enrolled, but
the concourse linking the new wing
to the main school has quickly
become a wonderful community

area for the students. Throughout
the day, they can be seen gathering
in this space, studying, lunching and
socializing.
The Automotive shop is currently
hosting a new and unique program
for the spring semester. We have
created a partnership with Camosun
College to deliver an Automotive
Service Technician program to six of
our own students, plus another ten
drawn from around our school
district and beyond. This program
would normally be held at Camosun
College, with limited space available
for high-school students. Our
Automotive teacher, Mark van
Akker, is a “red seal” instructor in
this skill and students will have
finished their Level 1 Apprenticeship
when they leave us for further
instruction at Camosun.
Another unique program is
engaging a small group of grade 11
and 12 Vic High students in an
exciting directed-studies course that
connects them with our school and
local history – as well as with experts
in our own community! These
students are investigating Vic High’s
deep connections to World War I by
exploring the amazing collections in
of our school’s Archives – including
letters, photographs, annuals,
newspaper articles and a variety of

New Display Honours J. Duncan Lorimer

S c h o o l

Monday June 3, 2013
5:15 pm
Vic High Staff Room
Everyone Welcome
unique artifacts.
As students collect and connect
with historical material, they will
design creative projects around their
findings with the guidance of our
teacher-librarian, Wendy Burleson,
and with the support of subject-area
experts, many of whom are Vic
High alumni. These projects will use
a range of diverse media: written,
visual, audio and digital. The
historical materials and community
experts will undoubtedly serve as
important sources of direction and
inspiration. It is an ideal initiative to
engage our school community, and
to get our students thinking and
talking about our history. Both the
students and their community
supporters are certainly enthusiastic
about this challenge!
Please watch for Vic High’s new
website, to be launched in May
2013, which will have links to this
project, as well as highlighting the
news and many events at today’s Vic
High.

Many alumni remember J. Duncan Lorimer (1919-2005). He taught at the school
from 1951-56, and returned to be Vice Principal (1959-66) and then Principal
(1966-79). His tenure as Principal was the third-longest in the school’s history, after
only E.B. Paul (principal 1892-1908) and H.L. Smith (principal 1934-55).
In his 25 years at Vic High, Mr. Lorimer was a tireless booster of all school
activities. He attended virtually every school function, usually outfitted in his
signature black-and-gold jacket and tie.
That jacket and tie are now featured in a permanent display in Vic High’s main
hall, just outside the Principal’s office. They were donated by Mr. Lorimer’s family,
and mounted in a display case by our Archives volunteers.
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The third Vic High building (pictured below) was
designed by the famous architect Francis
Rattenbury, whose other designs include the
Parliament Buildings, the Empress Hotel, and the
Crystal Garden. After Vic High moved to its
present quarters in 1914, Rattenbury's school
served as Girls' Central. lt was demolished in
1953 to make way for the new Central Junior
High School.

A Vic High Chronology:
137 Years in Four Buildings
August 1876:
An opportunity for
higher education
arises when a new
Public School is
built on city’s
School Reserve, now
the grounds of
Central Middle
School. The first
Victoria High
School registers 60
students in the
former Public
School, a two-room
log cabin dating
from 1853.

From 1903 to 1915,
in addition to high
school graduation,
the school also
offered first- and
later second-year
courses through
McGill University. For
a few years in this
period, Vic High was
officially known as
Victoria College and
High School. The
association with
McGill ended in 1915
when UBC opened in
Vancouver.

October 1882:
The second Vic
High building
opens, a brick
addition to the
adjacent public
school. Subsequent
additions soon leave
Vic High
sandwiched between
two buildings for
younger students.

September 1902:
The third Vic High
building opens at
Fort and Fernwood,
a handsome threestorey structure
designed by Francis
Rattenbury.

The longest-serving
teacher at Vic High
was H.L. (Harry)
Smith who was on
faculty for 41 years
(1914-1955), 38 of
them as Principal or
Vice Principal.

1. VHS I, Wooden colonial
schoolhouse.
2. VHS II, central portion
of brick structure.
3. VHS III, Brick building.
4. McGill Building, Victoria
College.

December 1909:
The Victoria School
Board asks the City
of Victoria for a net
appropriation of
$174,000 for a new
high school
building. The final
price tag is just over
$460,000.
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March 1910:
The School Board
selects a well-known
Victorian, C.
Elwood Watkins, as
the architect for the
project and makes
the decision to
relocate the new
school at Grant and
Fernwood.
Construction begins
two years later.

Memorial ceremony, 1920.

September 1912:
The Minister of
Education, Dr. Henry
Esson Young, lays the
VHS cornerstone on a
foundation that is
made of 4-foot
square blocks of
granite and
extends three
storeys
underground.

Alumni News

V i c t o r i a

April 1914:
Vic High students
parade down
Fernwood to their
new school on
Grant Street, with
its 29 classrooms,
assembly hall,
gymnasium, and
cafeteria. Four
months later, World
War I begins.

September 1917:
A row of 15 maple
saplings is planted
along the Vining
Street entrance of
the school to
honour and
remember Vic
High students who
fought in World
War I. The trees are
replaced and
re-dedicated in
November 2011.
During the Great
Depression, the
school cafeteria
served students a
hot meal of meat,
potatoes, vegetables
and gravy daily for
15 cents. Students
whose parents were
on relief had the fee
waived.

September 1949:
The newly
completed F.T.
Fairey Technical
Unit is opened for
students, enabling
Vic High to offer a
full range of
workshop and
technical courses
on the main
campus. Previously,
Vic High students
used the shop
facilities at the
Central school
grounds a half-mile
up the road.
October 1956:
A new addition
across the north side
of the school is
officially opened,
providing new space
for art, music, and
other classrooms as
well as a modern
new gymnasium. To
this day, students
still learn to
distinguish between
the "old" and "new"
gyms (now named
the Roper and
Andrews gyms).
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The VHS Memorial Stadium, opened in 1949 and still in use, was built as a
tribute to students who died in World War II and was the first school
stadium in the province. Vic High students and staff raised $20,000 for the
project, $8000 of which was raised in a house-to-house canvass. The cinder
track was completed two years later.

November 2011:
Vic High's latest
addition opens, the
beautiful new Fairey
Tech wing, thus
ending over 60 years
of students walking
around the cinder
track to get back and
forth to shop classes.

The old gym is now
named after Bill
Roper who taught
physical education at
Vic High from 19271951 and could still
do handstands on the
parallel bars in his 60s.

1982:
The school at 1260
Grant Street is listed
on the City of
Victoria's Heritage
Registry.

February 2013:
Both the Victoria
School Board and
the Victoria City
Council vote
unanimously to
support an
application by the
Alumni
Association to
Parks Canada to
designate Victoria
High School as a
National Historic
Site.

When the current
building was being
designed, there was a
big debate over
whether it should
front onto Fernwood
or Grant Street in
order to minimize the
injurious rays from the
sun. Grant Street won!
[Compiled by Cynthia
(Brand) Whitaker (VHS '70)
from Come Give a Cheer!
One Hundred Years of
Victoria High School 18761976 by Peter L. Smith; and
Wikipedia]

The wooden seats in the auditorium, still
being used today, are the originals installed
when the present building opened in 1914.
(And they are available for you to “buy”
through the Alumni Association: visit www.
vichigh.com and click on Support Us, then
Seat Sale)
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Class of 1948 – 65 Year Reunion
Wednesday June 26, 2013
At Uplands Golf Club, no host bar at 5
pm, buffet dinner at 6 pm. Please
contact Ken Leighton at kenleighton@
telus.net or 250-652-2686.
Class of 1955 – 58 Year Reunion
Monday June 10, 2013
Since 1962 our class has had an annual
dinner on June 10 – our graduation
day! This year it will be held at the
Cedar Hill Golf Club. For information,
please contact Irene Harrison at 250727-0097. We are also in the early
stages of planning for the 60th
anniversary celebration in 2015.
Class of 1968 – 45 Year Reunion
Saturday May 18, 2013
Only 100 tickets available – $35 per
person including dinner and dance;
spouses and partners welcome. We are
thrilled to announce a new venue: the
legendary Hermann’s Jazz Club at 753
View Street. Entertainment will include
the Vic High R&B Band and our own
Attic Boys.
Once again a Silent Auction will be
held to help offset costs. Please let us
know what items you can contribute at
vichigh68@gmail.com. Check this
website often for updates: http://
vichigh68.wordpress.com/
Steering Committee:
Mary Ann (Glover) Roueche, Co-Chair

250-592-9604
Pat (Bourne) Nalleweg, Co-Chair
Daryl Wakelyn, Treasurer
JoAnne (Dahl) Botten, Registration
250-385-4729
Committee members can be contacted
at vichigh68@gmail.com.
Class of 1973 – 40 Year Reunion
Friday September 13, 2013
This will begin at 6 pm in the Roper
Gym; ticket price to be announced. For
further details, see www.vichigh.com
under Reunions, or join the Facebook
group “Vic High 1973 Alumni”. If
interested, please contact vichigh73@
yahoo.ca
Class of 1978 – 35 Year Reunion
Saturday July 27, 2013
At the Victoria Yacht Club, 7 pm to 1
am. Grads only, no spouses. Tickets are
$25 per person, including appetizers.
There is also a full bar at which grads
can purchase cocktails. For further
information, contact Kathy Wardell at
cprclaims@aol.com

Ongoing Reunions

Class of 1972
We meet every couple of months for
lunch. If anyone is interested in seeing
photos of the lunches, or being added
to the e-mail lunch list or the grad list,
please email vichighclass72@shaw.ca
and check our Facebook page at http://
www.facebook.com/srch.php#!/
groups/211596495559710/

Illustrious Alumni

We have been working to compile a
list of students who have
distinguished themselves in various
fields. The list reaches back to 1889
(artist Emily Carr) and forward to
1993 (filmmaker Sam Dunn). In
between, in various categories, are
such notable names as:
• Academics: Joseph B. Clearihue
(1902), Rhodes Scholar, judge,
and first chancellor of UVic
• Public Policy: Lawrie Wallace

•

•

•

•

(1930), long-time Provincial
Secretary
The Arts: Timothy Vernon
(1963), Director, Pacific Opera,
Order of Canada
Science: A.J. Stewart Smith
(1955), Dean of Research,
Princeton University
Sports: Jessica Monroe-Gonin
(1984), Olympic gold medalist
in rowing
Politics: Simon Fraser Tolmie
(1904), Premier of BC
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Vic High Authors

The Alumni Association is
working with principal Randi
Falls and teacher-librarian Wendy
Burleson to establish a new
section in the school’s Harry
Smith Library that will feature
and celebrate Vic High authors.
Our school has a rich history visâ-vis the printed word, and Ms
Burleson has been enthusiastically
working with us so that we can
showcase our best published
authors. We hope that this
initiative will not only help to
recognize our outstanding writers
but also inspire current and future
students to write and create.
We are collecting works of such
award-winning authors as Bruce
Hutchison (VHS ’17), Jim Taylor
(VHS ’55), Barry Gough (VHS
’56), and Maria Tippett (VHS
‘62). If you know of others, please
write or email us to submit their
names and titles of their books –
we will then contact these authors
for inclusion in the project.
Any donation of their books
would also be greatly appreciated.
Please email us at alumni@
vichigh.com or write us care of
the school, 1260 Grant Street,
Victoria V8T 1C2.
We plan to have a special section
of our website devoted to such
illustrious alumni. We know that
our list is far from complete, and we
invite you to submit names for
consideration. Please include their
grad years and the accomplishments
that make them deserving. You can
email us at alumni@vichigh.com, or
write us care of the school, 1260
Grant Street, Victoria V8T 1C2.
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Please Support Your
Alumni Association

The ongoing work of the Vic High
Alumni Association is very dependent
on your annual donations. Without
this support, it would not be possible
to maintain Alumni services such as
the website and this newsletter.
The Association is a registered
charitable organization governed by
a volunteer Board. It has four main
operations:
1. Keeping alumni informed about
news of Vic High and its alumni.
2. Supporting alumni through
events such as reunions and
special celebrations, and by
enabling you to reconnect with
each other via our website.
3. Helping today’s Vic High
students through scholarships
and bursaries, and by supporting
special activities such as sports
and the arts. While these areas
are often under the greatest
financial pressure, they are vital
to the life of the school.
4. Building, managing and
maintaining the remarkable Vic

Donation

and

High Archives. For over 35 years
it has provided amazing resources
for class reunions and family
research – all free of charge.
We use your donations to pay for
services such as the newsletter,
website, and Archives. We also work
at continually building up our
endowment funds that provide stable
funding for scholarships and other
support for today’s school. These
endowments, which currently total
over $200,000, are kept at arm’s
length, managed by the Vancouver
and Victoria Foundations.
We do not do any telephone
soliciting or use any paid fundraisers,
and we limit our requests to just two
per year, in the spring and the fall.
This is the spring one.
We know that the past few years
have been difficult for many people
and their investments. But it is at
just such times when the “extras”
that mean so much to school life are
most at risk.
We ask for your continued
support. Please donate by using the
form below or online at www.

Mail Form 					
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vichigh.com. We send tax receipts
for all donations.

Email Addresses Please
Please ensure that we have your
correct email address:
1. Go to vichigh.com and click on
Find Alumni
2. Select your grad year and scroll
through to find your name
3. If the Status column indicates Not
On File, then click on Change
Form for Alumni under
SubNavigation and follow the
instructions
4. If we have your email address,
there will be an “envelope” icon in
the Status column. Click on the
envelope, enter your postal code
and email address, and select
Verify Yourself. Your email address
that is registered will be displayed.
5. If the email address you enter does
not match the one registered, an
error message will appear with
instructions on what to do.
There is no cost for registering on
our website, for contacting other
Alumni through the website, or for
receiving email copies of our
newsletter and bulletins. Past issues are
also available on the website.

Registered Charity #889708467RR0001

We appreciate your contributions to assist us in supporting Vic High and its students. However, even if you cannot
contribute at this time, please use this form to update your address and email; or you can email us at alumni@vichigh.com.

Name:

Grad year

Address:
Postal Code:

Telephone Number: (

)

Email:

❏ $25 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $250 ❏ Other $

(We will send you a tax receipt)

❏ Enclosed is my cheque payable to the Victoria High School Alumni Association OR
Use your Visa or Mastercard to make your donation online at www.vichigh.com or at www.canadahelps.org
❏ I would like to make my donation in the memory of
(Please supply name and address of the person to whom we will send a notification of your donation.)
For the Alumni Association privacy policy, please visit our website www.vichigh.com

We would like to post the name of donors on our website. If you do not want your name included, check this box. ❏
Vic High Alumni Association • c/o Victoria High School • 1260 Grant St. • Victoria, BC V8T 1C2
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