
WEICH, Kathleen Diane  
 
Passed away peacefully on June 16, 2011 after a 
hard fought battle with cancer. She is survived and 
deeply mourned by her life partner Lee Searles, 
parents Louis and Sue Weich of Victoria, BC, 
siblings Brian (wife Lin), Corrine (husband Grant), 
and Ross (wife Ling) Susan (husband Dan), Jennifer 
(husband Hugh), and many nieces and 
nephews; her extended Searles family Ashleigh, 
Troy and Jordan, Catherine, Richard, Cindy and 
Montana. She will be lovingly remembered and 
missed by Lee, family, friends and her associates. 
She was 53 years old. Kate was born in Victoria, BC 
on September 29, 1957 and was considered a 
respected and highly accomplished visual artist. She 
studied Visual Arts at Grant MacEwan College in Edmonton for two years before 
moving to Toronto 
in 1987; then continued her studies at York University, graduating with a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree in 1990. She supported her developing career as a professional artist 
by working as a popular bartender for many years at the famed Montreal Bistro & Jazz 
Club in Toronto, until she launched a successful full-time career as a contemporary 
abstract painter. Her vibrant works are sold and still exhibited by leading galleries 
across Canada. Quoting Kate's passion in her own words, "I love colour and never tire 
of the drama it lends. The emotion attached to colour is a major part of my work. My aim 
is not to present a finalized view of a given subject; rather, I hope to offer a place where 
you can contemplate and bring your own visions." 
 

Kate Weich Bursary 

The Kathleen Weich Bursary in Visual Art shall be awarded annually to a full time 
undergraduate BFA student majoring in Visual Art. Recipients must have a GPA of 8.0 
(A) in visual art studio courses with a focus in painting. They must also must also be a 
Canadian citizen, permanent resident or protected person, and a resident of Ontario 
who demonstrates financial need. 
 
In terms of how donations can be made: 
Cheque: If you like to give by cheque please make your gift payable to " York 
University".  I recommend including - "Kathleen Weich Bursary" - in the memo portion of 
your cheque. Please forward your gift to the York University, Division of Advancement. 

The address is: 
York University, Division of Advancement West Office Building 
4700 Keele Street Toronto, ON M3J 1P3 



Telephone: If you would prefer to make your gift by credit card, over the phone they 
should call: (416) 650-8210 and our Advancement staff will take your gift information. 
You should indicate that it is to be directed to the Kathleen Weich Bursary. 
 
On-line: Donations may be made on-line at 
http://www.yorku.ca/advancement/development.html. Click on the "Give Now" Box and 
you will be taken to our secure donation website. Under the, "Please designate my gift 
to:" section please choose “Other” and specify, “Kathleen Weich Bursary” in the box 
below. 
 
Thank you again, 
Sincerely, 
Dave Timms 
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